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}Close ac.juaintance, says an experienced
English teacher, witb the text, such as, was
more commnon in past generations than in
this--whole chapters learnt by beart-bings
a power of interpretation whicb often gives
to quite simple-ininded and uneducated
pe.)ple a wonderful understanding of the
in'aning of very difficult passages. The
inid soaked in the very wordsg of Seripture
cr-ate.9 for itaelf an atinesphere wbicb le
favorable for the apprebension of it; long
p mdering over words draws out the bmdden
nieaning.

Working out Salvatlon
By Rr rfesrH .A endD e

%Vhy does the epostie Iey s0 strong an
emipbssie on the personal nature of this pro-
ce&s -"Wock out your own salvation go lhe
end, with lear and £rembling;, fer it in bod
that uwrkeh jh you P" Becauie he knew
àsow much hie preeence had mesant 'for the
Chrietians at Philippi. The feeling that be
was there beside them to advjee and direct
and confirm, gave themn confidence in their
new endeavors. And, moreover, they craved
a higb place in bis esteem. Thai Was another
stimulus to untiring moral effort.

How ashaU tbey face in hie absence ? Hore
ie hie counsel: "No one can live the Christian

if e hy pcoxy. You dace net make even yeur
mont trusted spiritual guide a crntrb to lean
upon. Each han hie own discipline to face,
in which no one clac may shars. No advance
towacds God can ho made for you b>' anether.
The race muet bc cun by one and one, and
met I.>'two and two." The danger besetting
the IPhîlippians la pcevalent le many a Chris-

tian career. At the ontset yen were helpod
te face Christs claimsn b>' yer parente, it
ma>' be, or yeur minister, or anme velued
friend. And sncb encouragement and eyra-
pathy can neyer bo tee higbly prized. But
it le oni>' of ceai wocth if it makes you inde-
pendent of itelf. The convalescent wh, in
cecovering from an injur>' to a limb ban foc a
time to lean upon tbe acmnofanether, or asup-
pocting staff. To take this position permaanent-
1>' wonld be to rob muscle and nerve of vigor
and energy. In the last resort, the Christian
course in a matter befece your seul and Christ
alonte. No one aise dace interfere. You
muet wock out pour oum salvetion.

Nor muet the activity et any times fisg.
"'To tbe end," seye Paul to bis ceaders. And
the hint ln of grave importance. Thece le
trutb, ne doubt, in the great proverb, "Thé
beginning in the baf of the whole," and yet
how many fair beginnings bave corne te noth-
ing le the bietor>' of individuels. "They are
for a sea»on," aaid nur Lord of those hescer.
whom He compared te the aeed sown on rocky
places, "the>' bave no cnet le themeelves."
The disciple ee about to eche the Master.
And as ho ceflecte on the length of the rond
wbich muet ho traversed befoce the end le
reacbed, ho in constrained te edd, "with fear
and tcembling."

There ln nothing more remeckable le the
New Testament epieties than theic Iunweary-
ing insistence upon a mood of aelf-ceetraint
and grave eobertiess. Net fer a moment muet
the Christian be jenntily confident ef bis
pereeverance. Temptation in an incalculable
force. Sin lna eserions business te doal with.
Tbey who know tbemselvea will take it ser-
iously. They'will cememberwhat it coat the
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