
THIE PALM BRANCH.

Suggested Programme for March.

1. opcuîing Hy3'an--" The mnornlug llght Is brcakiuîg,."
2. slhort senteuice prayers by leader and chlldren.
:1. A fcw verseq from hIe BIble, rend hi turuî.
-1. ]oil eall.
5. Busixess-Reports &e.

î.Verse of soixie brIglit Iiynîiu.
D.lialogue or recitation.

S.Field stui(y questionîs, wv1th mîal) or biackboard.
,i. I)istributc ]?alni Braîcli.

11). A fewv words of prayer by visiter or leader and iareh eut
Io thetine of -Onivar Christiau SoîlIers."

FIELD STUDY FOR MARCH.
CHINA.

fuili îe lasti three nioniths wie have been con-
>I(leiiiig olir Missions in Japan. Before turning w-est-
würd Io sttudy the fields in our owvn land, let uis look at
thie wo(rk and its ivorkers3 i oli. Catbiay. This great
.umd aucient emp]ire, se, vast in torritory, ihi sw-arnm-
iliî. cicis, an1d ilironging, plains; wvithi it.; iglîty water-

av aià lofit iniolntains, anld everywvbere tlcecrowd-
iil limiîmus holds, iii a far west province, onle city tbint
lia., for lis growving interest. uIn estahlishing our iiis-
>ion iii Ciiiuma it 'as necessary te clioose betwveeu filc
1%wo stations of tue? Ceneral. Society, Niating ýaîîd Ch1eii-
ill. ('lielitul, Ille eapit;ul of $-bimiras Jcided

111o01, and iu tlic spring of 189.2 ivork was epelied up)
inifliat large alià interesting city.

SZ-chuen is thle largest of Clinia's eighiteen. vp'v-
imles, .11C. is siutdin tlîe central west, close lyiug on
'i'ujlet. L1,reat riu'ers traverse R. (hience its naine,

auing "faumiiç streanis"); inountains w-ail it frein if-;
%vesterni neigliboin-, anîd raise their red sanid-stone

pan'd gr.,ýat -enivcs throîighout the wlhole province,
wluile roads cross- amidr:ces foriîiig Iliglîways for

ii,- frade and iravel. Io lle districts of S-henare
î'ru-hi iln ten, hobacco, sait, ricc, epiluin, druigs lind wvax.

Io ,e supply neot onily eaJh othier's -needs, but aise tu,
(.%port these preduet-s te otimer provinces, and sone-
ii i-î- Ie the ivide uverld bey-ind.

l'le Dopfflation cf Sz--lxuei1 is ratier greaiter lm-An
hiat, ni' .Jpaîî, aîîd seVenl or eighît finies tliat of ('an-

a'i. Yst irac7fs arce ctcpied. by native tribes. The
a-r part of -le îoil s engage& in gardcning and

frinail kinds cf sîmail fruits thiriyiing miarvel-
liîiwlmile grains are readily cîiiivatcd, and in'senie

i-tres ufzar aîudl co)ttoni are owniii. To carryv on ilmý'
uIniil, or'l f t'his iivprovinice umlany millions "if

use îîed are ccci îup(iedlu commilerce andmuafetu.
lie jolirimev froîi victoria, B'. C., te ou missioni

station, (lentiu. i- a, long eue.ý hakimî- tliree anid ai liait
iiii-Iitli.,. Thmis joiuriîe; xniay be divided ixito thire

sao.first, «Vittoria te Siangliai; eemSxnla
lIù 1 01111-: tirdf, lc1maîmýr i te 'hemîtît. IeaVimg' \"ie-
toria auîfi crcing the Pacifie tlie steamer reaelie-;

gfi 1îa, I)~piiitmai Yokoamma. Then it muils tlimougli
ilit- hci(-tifil Iîîland Sea. reîiniuîgn a day ah Xope, fle

ofahr lc h c inmaiig old city of IKîioto-"ýtlie imeart
cf.Ipîî; itence out again into storiiiier Nvatous, and

; ilî' ie ('lima R'ea b.> Sligngliai. Si) ii Ille short

finie of tw'euty-four clays niearly 5,000 mniles have heeni
illade, anla Ile first stage of the jolurney is doue1. Fýrora
Sliaughlai upl, ilp flic iiiighity river of Yauga-ise a hu-
:îndi muiles by steninc-r fio Jehangr. a pret ty fone
10,000 iliabitilnts, îîot v!Oluîtiliîg ils boût pop:dlaîtion.

Th'lis bit (-À the way is covered in ten days.
"J'lie lasi. staue of file jou1rney is very todiolis. 'J'ho

eiibil)Os hiolse-boat toils siowvly up Ille rpdloi
riv'er thog.the reiînainling t1ilsîalil miles flit sep-
arate lelîng frein Chentui. rriîes two and a liai f
iioiiths of ÙiSe ini a hiouse-boat hold iiiiich of excite-
menit and îqanewhat of danger, for hcrc flic illighity
Yzingtse iuslies îuladly .hogl th tupelidoiis gorges,

4111d. 1110 opposinig îvinds, for whiclî at tinleni thoeann
f ormi il grent tunnel> arqe focs net easily evercomle. Yet
(Ile day the long, long journey is endied, and the QîitV
of Chientii, nearly 7,000 :nileg fromn thie heme-lanid, il;
reaclhed.,

Look-iug * deoser iinto hlie lifte of China, we find (liai.

iii2liy eil li, lke igl lcers, loisqonlinpthîe1ifeo

'vorsal praetic of foot-biniding, opiumii smloldig. in-
fanticidle. Wýoxîîani's life in China is very sad and lirai-

if cd,. often a liopl)ess drildgery. 'Manv flioiuands oi
gil babies are Izilied cvery yëar, or iold (o halîy-ivl-1
aunis, wbe re-seli (heml for doniestic Service, or l'or othier
naud llore' idfeouls plî'posie. Whagt great bieling bas

(Chinla for thlese sore:s? "]s there noc balmn in (ied
1*r suich? Longct, long age, five centuries before our

Lor'seening, tue grelît Cljeesages livedl and Iearnl-
ed an d t glton ci and Laoii-tze--an.(1 Joivi
tlbrolighlic ll centuries thieir teachingq hlave been fol-
l.w-ed, C.sspeially thia. f o nfs w1bose precepis
Irive becomne great inoral laws te the Chinese people.

lien frein Ildia at the beginingiiç of the chiristianl er'a
Bflddhisiln caie. Buit we kniowr thaf. tiiese poor-, failli'y

revligions have fililed to greatly ]tell) Chiln, ler iaiaîî
raiillions erv to nsukoigyit inay be-for 111-o
stcry of 1110 christ. Alnd it is beiîig tomi theml hy greal,

andi( eood aile,- of inany creeds. And almiost, if we lis-
teul, we nav hiear fromi the distant city of Clientiu 'lie
faint eclie of Jus naine. as it is being taughflt thiere by
flîrce or four of B-is servants, iî'ho look to lis across coni-
tinents and wate~rs foi, love&s afid iiii ebieer.

St. John. A. S.

QUESTIONS FOR MARCH.

1. Ili wliat province !S Uic Chinîa 'Miss9ionî of Our citurcli
situ:nted.?

2. 1Whcrc is Sz3-c]îueil, ami what clocs the nainle mcau ?
21. Tell ail 3'oti know about the province ?
4. Wlmat cities -%vece selected for Milssioti Stationîs by our

Geiicral 31issionary Societ.y «
5. In whilh of these is our W. M. S. ivork ?
'i. Tell sorncthflmrof tic journe tbat iistho takexi toe aeh

-1s., Shanghi; 211d, Ichang; Srd, Clieitu ?,
7. low xnany muiles froin Sliailghai te Chentit, aua ]îow' long

dees the jourîicy take ?M
S. Teil what.yen eau or religion lxx Chîlina, t e ic onîdition

cf %voineiî iii tiat lanid?

'Use Map of China, ai before bcginîuing cjuestiouîç Wo
eldrex telI ail tlicy eau about the Yaiîxr-tsue JURivi.


