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Suggested Programme for March.

Opening Hymn—¢* The morning light is breaking.”
Short sentence prayers by leader m\d children.

A few verses from the Bible, read in turn.

Roll call.
Business—Reports &e.
Verse of some bright hymn.
7. Dialogue or recitation.

8, TField btudy questions, with map or blackboard.

Distribute Paim Branch.

. A few words of prayer by visitor or leader and march out
to the tune of ** Onward Christinn Soldiers.”
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FIELD STUDY FOR MARCH.

CHINA.

1S Ce e s

During the last three months we have been con-
sidering our missions in Japan. Before turning west-
ward {o study the fields in our own land, let us look at
the work and its workers in old Cathm This great
and ancient empire, so vast in territory, with its swarm-
ing cities, and thronging plains; with its mighty waier-
wave and lofty mountaing, and cverywhere the crowd-
ine humang, holds, in a far west provinee, one city that
has for ws growing interest. In establishing our mis-
sion in China it was necessary to choose between the
two stations of the General Society, Kiating and Chen-
iw. Chentu, the capital of Sz- chuen, was  decided
upon, and in the spring of 1892 work was opened up
in that large and interesting city.

Sz-clmen s the largest “of China’s cighteen prov-
inces, and is situated in the central west, close Iying on
Thibet. Great rivers traverse it (hence its mme,
mcaning “four streams™); mountains wall it from its
western nm-rhbour and reise their red sand-stone
peaks and great sanges throughout the whole provinee,
while roads cross and ra-crosg, forming highways for
its trade and travel. For the drah‘icts of Szeechuen are
so rich in tea, 1obacco, salt, rice, opiwm, drugs and wax,
a~ 1o supply not only eazh other’s needs, but also tu
export these producets to other provinces, and some-
times fo the wide world beyand.

The population of Sz-cliuen is rather greater than
il of Japan, and seven or eight times tlmi of C'an-
ada! Vast fracts are aceupied by native tribes. The
“avger part of the peaple s engaged in gardening and
f.n'mm;. all kinds of small frmts thriving marvel-
lously, while grains are readily cultivated, and in some
disricts sugar r and eatton are grown. To carry on the
erowing irale of this busy province many millions of
its people are occupiad in commerge and manufacture.

The journey from Vietoria, B. C., to our mission
station, Cherdu, is a long one, taking three and a half
menths.  This journey may be divided into three
stages. First, Victoria to Shanghai; second, Shanghai
ta Tehang: i]mﬂ Ichang to (‘hentu. Ieaving Vie-
toria and. crossing the Pacific the steamer reaches
Japan, stepping at Yokohama. Then it runs through
the heaufiful Inland Sea. remaining a day at Kope, tho
seaport of the faseinating old city of Kioto—*“the heart
ol Japan;™ thence out again into stormier waters, and
wross the China Sea to Shanghai.  So in {he shoxt

three or four of Iis servants,
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time of twenty-four days nearly 5,000 miles have been
made, and {he first qtnwo of the journey is done. From
Shanghai up, up the nu«rht\ river of Yang-tze a thouna-
and miles by steamer to Tchang, a preity town of
10,000 inhabitants, not conntnwr its hoat population.
This bit of the w ay is covered in  ten days.

The last stage of the journey is very tedious. The
cumbrous housc-boat toils slowly up the rapid-flowing
river through the remaining thousand miles that sep-
arate lchang from Chentu. These {wo and a hall
months of life in a liouse-boat hold much of excite-
ment and somewhat of danger, for here the mighty
Yangtse rushes madly throu«h the stupendous gorges,
and the opposing winds, for which ab times the canona
form a great tunnel, are foes not easily overcome. Yel
e day “the long, long journey is ended, and the ecity
of Chentu, near]v 7000 miles from the home-land, i3
reached.,

Looking claser into the life of China, we find (hai
mighly evils lie, like ugly ulcers, poisoning the life of
this greal people—among them heing the almost uni-
versal practice of i‘oot-bindin opium smoking. in-
fanticide. Woman’s life in China is very sad and lim-
ited, often a hopeless drudgery. Many {housands of
wirl habies are killed every year, or sold to baby-merch-
anis, who re-cell them for domestie service, or for other
anud more hideous puwrpeses. What great healing has
China fov these sores?  “Is there no balm in Gilead™
fer such?  Long, leng ago, five centuries hefore our
Lord’s coming two great Chinese sages lived and learn-
ed and tanght—Confucing and Laou-ize—and down
through the centuries their teachings have been fol-
lawed, especially that of Confucius, whose precepls
have become great moral laws to the Chinesc people.
“hen from Tndia at the beginning of the Christian era
Buddhism came. But we know that, these poor, faulty
religions have failed to greatly help China.  Her many
mlllmn\ cry to us—unknowingly it may be—for {he
story of the Chrisl.  And it is being told them by great
and xood ones of many creeds. And almost. if we lis-
fen, we may hear from the distant city of Chentu the
faint echo of His name, as it is being taunght there by
who look to us across con-
tinents and waters for love™s aid and cheer.

St. John. AS
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QUESTIONS FOR MARCH.

1. In what province is the China Mission of our church
sitnated ?

2. Wherc is Sz-chuen, and what does the name mean ?

3. Tell all you know ahout the provinece ?

4. What cities were selected for Mission Stations by our
General Missionary Soclety ¥

5. In which of these is our W. M, S, work ?

6. Tecll something of the journey tbnt must be taken to reach
—1st, Shanghal; 2nd, Ichang; Srd, Chentu ¢

7. How many mllcs from § Shmlszlmi 1o Chentu, and how long
does the journey take ?

8. Tell what yon can of religion in China, and the condition
of women in that land ?

TUse Map of China, and before beginning questions let
children tell all they can about the "anw-t se River.




