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seerned ta mel, shuould bu treated wvitlt respect, if net
witx miwo. On eule occxaiet 1 foît obiiged te
expestulate.

"lWhv, Aunt Caîanetoo," exclaitnod Hilda,
laîughuuîg, Il I aîîn mlittost sure yeu believe in the
glîost j"

ýecily teck bihe ntattr -more 8eriousiy, anmd
aigrocd witt tme tîtat toc inucli futli ltîd been inaîde.
After titat, iL was a favorite jekoe of Hildai's te Lell
ber frietîds cottl'dentially tait her atint anud Cecily
beioved in old Vaîilyer's re.appearance.

Weeks passed away, duriîtg xî'lich we saw~
nothing, antd te wiutcr set in A youag nepltew
cf mine, and cousin of nty nieces, camte te spend
soute diîys with, us ; cltiefly, I believe, oit auccounit
of te skating. is at'mival ruade Ililda and
Cclv tlîink it itiglitLime te inake a iittie return
for te kindttess atd bespitality wiii imd been
siîown te us; or, raLlier, te induce rite te tlîiuk iL.
I lot amyseif ho peî-suaded, anîd éards weuît eut for
a sinail ei'enîng party.

The eveming cf the party arrived, and brouglit
eut- guestu. Sixteen in ail, including eut- wn
yaung peepie; I unada te saventceatit. lthetixtie
paîssed pleasantiy, aînd lastiy dancing was irître-
duced. Tlîey had iaud a few quadrilles, wlieu elle
gentlemuan liad ta leave, te catchi a
inidnighl trai: and a double set cf
lancers was formed after bis departure,
ene was iackiaîg te inakze iL up. lucre
were enly fifteen. Yeu may tlîink iL
sta-ange 1 siîould enter- imit suci par-
ticulars, but yen xvill seo.

"«You mnust de double duty, Leoni-
ard," I said.

"lNo, autît," exciaimed Hilda, witiî
a saucy sinile. IlYou sitail invite oid
Mr-. Vallyer to jein us. I wisi lie
would 1

Ail lauglied ; and titen eut- neigit-
loer, Ma-s. Goldsmnithî, a Lall, htandsoine
womaxt, calied eut tat site Jtad ne ob-
jection te dantce witî Lte old <'enle-
anatn-htould likoe te. IlSe, huere lie
iq 1 1 site ivent on, înakring a bow tc,
te sofa cushioai in lier careiess nîerr--

nment, and taking it up in lier at-mis.
"Yo.î are not accusteîned te dancing,

s51v, we wiiIgo tetue side. Now let us 4
begin."

I itad hecui se used te playing dance
mnusic, tiait 1 did it quito chncey
ofsen turnimîg lialf round on te mîusicF
stool te wat't the daucers vhuiie my
finge.rs woe busy. My îieces were fiuîe-ioking
girls, aînd I likeu wa fellew Hida's strikiag figure
and Ceciiy'î quiet gace as thiey îutoved tmiougli
tire mnas of the daunce. Aftet- strikiîtg up theo
fit-st ihtpiring cherds of thte Lanccre, I turned te
sc lîow Mrs. Goldsmiitht was get.tiîtg n'it Nitli lier
41pairtner'" Site stood opposite tb Ccciiy and
youtig Kit-b3; a risimg engineer, wuit.b %wl1011 site
was danmcing. lda and coard %ver, nt the bot,
tain of te set.

Thero wais a gaod ueal tif Iaiugluitg nt tue. cîslion
aL fit-st, but it sean subsided, anmd 1 'vas -lad of IL,
for I liad fatigucd nîyself mucix ini paep.'u-iltg for-
eur littio ctrtaiumnct; rny licad aclard aîow,
and the mtirtit jaî'aed xtpon îny net-ies. I beglin
te feel iu tait st.uwe of vearincss wiicn voices
sntind fat- off; î"lten it lantds wor], ou ait. wliît-
over occupies Lhcm, witlitit lîeip froin th<ý bt-ain;
whîer. te titeuglita romain aiway and Lte oes sers
Llîings niistily. It muddcniy struck nie iLitat the
roont waS gaowing "cm-y coidf Just as Mm-s Goid
Sntithî wrs paissing nie, cusioin in a-at, I feiL a
sliivcr.

«Ton clegrecs below fi-eezing point la-st igh-lt,
anid coide.r toîii"I touglit t4i nyseif. I''«liait
simi) we cerne tAi 1'

Turning r-oundi again te iook; at Lite dancing, I
ne)tic(-d how vcry paie tiîey apoarcd, nmd 1 iw
singuhariy quiet. Wimy haici" Lhay oc.sed tauikizig 1
Ain Ceciiy giided pait me, 1i va t.rucl; lx lier
face IL was Whîite ais mat-bic, anud lier bine ryes

wvete stranugoly distended and fixeid %vitit a piarzled
kind of fascinationt ou rs Goldsnmith. Mine foi-
iowcd thoîin. huit lady wvas înoviatg, througi t he fig-
uire inulber statoly ixtanner, the cusioin .sLiIl in lier
arius, anîd i fixtxd sinile oti tier lips ; and by lior
side-tîov, wvas it an overwruught hu-ain or %vuas 1
dreaining 1 Suî-ely the latter, for I feit nue sur-
prise, no cl1rcih~-adnci by her riad a ielle
o1l wlan!

Thtis oid mari wvas dresscd in a long grey coaît,
wvitil a litLio cape, anîd Et White spotLed iteekeor-
citief looselv tied, anud hoe caîrried a thiek -itick
in bis lîand.4 He danccd ini an oid-world faîshion,
executîng bis stops witi grent precision, aud iitaki-
in, forinai bosvs to lais pairtner and te rest of tf.
coanpany. Just thon Ma-s. Goldsmith laid the
cusîtiou back os te sofa ; sitivcriîtg apparetttly
witlî coid, site took up al scairf, audl wrapped iL
closeiy round lier, dantcinîg ail te tinte. Il %vas
nowv the grand clwaiin in tire iast figure, and for a
moment~ or two 1 lost siglit of tho old tuait. Sud-
delny tîtero %viLs a wilcl screan-the danco stopped
-Cecily ltad fainted!

A inedicai mant, Mr. Brook, 'vas tlî'x pairt.y. HIe
attributed Cecily's attack to Lte intense colduess
of thte wveatiter, and to thte mnetning's skting, Nvlieîî

site mnust htave over-fatigued
iet-scîf lime deprossion nmst
of tuent ltad feît durin g the
lmat set cf quadt-illes lie put
downtt e thie saine canuso-ax-
usmal cold.

Cecily conti:tucrd vct-y peer-
]Y Lime foilowîng dlay. Site cou--
fided te ina pri vat.cy lier cxtraa-dilary iiîîpr!.--
sioans of te pi-evinus eve:îing. I foulmd tCuOn
to ho similar tn mny owru; b1ut I tnentixed
notiuing tri lur abtout lutyscif, and Iamuglimo a littie.

<But I did se the aîid inal, Aunit Ciuni-cît,
suhe pea-istod. '«Ho 'a W14 y Mi-s. Goldsiniti
sid c.»

1 wouid mot list-m. Oa Lte centrîm-, I trcatcd
time maittcr entirehi- fa-ont a caînrnonscae poinît <ut
view ; emdcavoring tAi epeasuade lier tat te
wiîio ting was due tco tri averwrolgglt. ainaiia-

Ccciiy Li-ied ta talc up mny view raf the case.
%Ve. ngred mint to ei-ntin the tnattcr te Ililda,
or inycin(%e se.

Il P.as, M1r. Cati,rn)n, vont arn' w.isrd." aid
Mattuin 1-g niy ucpliew, imitim-rpuing las; tat vaine
cî'euiau wlîcuî we were mit sit.ting taagcthier, youtig
Kirky, te en.ginert, being with ilu.

'itn it il7 cu'ied Lc-onald.
"WVll yuxu piemaîo corne uut, sir. lue wont'L gim'e

any tinPme.
Leonaî-d wcnt out. lie cauîie baci n a mntute

ur to, and beenkuneci ta ]Xiïrby, whio %vsL plityimtg

Il'st liotlin, ie saîid, a4 wue ail htarted up.
Oaîly Ma1rtîta lbis beeti frigitteaxed ait sonte ona

staîudingr ait the back docir antd thon golig flWaLV
%vitJiout spcikiia. W~0 1> -0 rounad the giardoni to
teaîie sure tic t.ramlps lireaiot"

I loft te remuit tatymacf, tltitkiutg cf tamîps, anad
of îîothing eli. lThe cottage was so iuw antd se
coeci-ci by fruit t-ces aind trellis, duiat it %vould
)lave bceaî a Very easy nattber to clitu) ate te
bed-rouîîs. My Wituidow, just ov-cr te porch, luad
espcciai facilities Ltait way, aîad I w'omt up te it.
(>pening te làLLbice vucry gently, I conucaied iny-
e.,,f beciiîd te curtaiti antd lool<cd out. lThe
tîtoon was briglit. lThe voices of the Lwe youîîg
attet reitechcd rite front below.

"«Itis queca-, Kirby-after ail te talki, yu~.
katow. 'Maîrtta says site opetîed te deai- ta get
soute wvood, and tîea-e te eld ari stood. Sito
titouglît iL wviLs a real tramnp, inid you, aand site
did net like lus staring itn lier- face attd nover
speaking. 1 unti sure 1 saw Iiiai ; lie was goin-
rountd towmirds the orcliard.'

IVery odd ! " repicd Young Kirlly. 1,I saw
liiii toc. Hie wvas lcaîninZg over the ftroant gate'"

'Alîd, .~ Jove, there lie is ilow

"At the gajte."
"I doaî't seu hittîl")
Nor do I now-lîe's gotie.

*Ycs, 'Ibore iras no mistaike; i sawv
liniitLou frotu inv wiatdowv ; tha old
mian ieaning on lis stick ait the gate,
whca-e lie used to stand se often iu life.
?ac'sultty the two youlig meat caille ut,
anid I ivont dow:î.

IlHIave you sena amy trmnp, !Aoni-
ard 1 "

"INo, au ut. Not atraimp:'
lWltat tlten I Anytiing?1"

"A litileZ nid inat leanuag on a stick-"
Isaw hit toe, Mrs. Catîteroi,»

added ,Mr. Kirby.
WoV hiau butter s y not.hing t, te

, girls," whlispered Leonard.
"4No, net- te ainyoue eise, Leotiard.

Thte wh-ld place Nî-ould ho astir»
"lWiîat-ou aiccount of oid Vail-

* ~~ 1 nodded. Just thton the girls caitti
runhîiîî out.

IlWhat, a long tiate ycu haive been!
-Have yen fcunld hli»?"

«"0f courme net," Leon.-rd replied.
"He iad geL clear oil': those tramps

arc cunning. L.et us have supper-
Wts awvfully cold ! '

Titis second littie episode put mne
-. very much eut of concoit %vithl amy

pretty cottage. My nie lind apress
ing inîvit-ationi front Lconiard's iiotimer,
aînd wvema to ricturnt witb hiri Co Lon.

d0-n. 1 tlaoughflt l would go away sontewhere Loo.
Iwjs the afternoon of the day beforo Loonard

-imtd they were te leave. We liad had oe lioaîvy
fali of stîow, aind the air wuus :Lgain litick, wit te

auid 1bodily, I stand alo'ne ait Lte window and
iool..ed "'ut "ver tia vaiiey, whlîi lav so stili under
itq grent white shroud. At last Cccly camne in
aun(. sitod iîy mc.

Il Y iti will be vcry loneliy, aunt: after we arc

"Av." And tiien 'vo stood ini silence.
Sudd*îtlv tite girl laid lier liautrun Ol îy ain, as

tlînuiî lte iitrat xy atteittion. Aciiiiy draînglit
tif wiîtd srt'iilKd tAi iaow titrougli tn raom, riisimig
te liait- aff iv forcliead witiî a pricking sonsa-
tin. 

Z

.X feehie,,b ut fiur ê i.ning ievily 0aa a Stick,
pasaed tainwhy alici siientiv froin tho door te, Lite
inther wigidnw. A ei filling in Ltao grat, to
fiii flicketred up, ai" iaîg d.ist.inctly the uid mian
wioin I liat t.wie be-foro scn i
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