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was formerly known was Taufanhau.
When quito a lad, he gave promise of
his future greatness by his brave dispo-
sition.  As he grew to man’s estate,
he appeared as a chicf among a fine
and noble race; the size and dignity
of Jis person c\ce(.dm'r that of many
of the chiefs by whom he was sur-
rounded.

He is now a tall, fine-looking, well-
made man, six feet four inches in
height, with a remurkably penetrating
exe, dignified carriage, and his counte-
natice s eetly tempu ed with Christian
benignity.

The name of his grandfather was
Tuku-aho, one of the former kings of
Tonga. He was a brave, but crue]
man; and the maiua, or * oll-nmien,” of
Tonga, predicted that King (n,orgb
would be like lum, as he 1];puued to
resemble him in cuergy of character,
and  fierceness of disposition.  His
fathars name was Tubou-toa : (toa
neats courigeons ) he u:iwn«.d
about eight years.

Taufanhan at fist governed only
that group of islands known Dby the
name of Habai: but, upon the death
of his relative, Finaw, baptized Zeph-
aniah, e succeeded to the government
of Vavau; and, upon the death of
Josiah  Tubou, Tonga was likewise
adided 1o his territories; both of these
kings, upon their death-heds, acknow-
ledged George as the lawful heir of
Tubou-ton, and they resigned their
lands and people to him. Upon his
accession to the throne of Tonga he
was, with mueh eeremony, on the 4th of
December, 1845, dignitied with the
title of Tuikanokubolu; this title, ac-
cording to the opinion of a Tongnese,
is somewhat above a king, and perbaps
agrees with our term emperor. Thus,
by heritazre, and by the general wish
of the natives, King George sits upon
the throne of his fathers, and, as a
Christian Kiug, reigns over an improv-
ing and a happy people.
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The dress of the king, in the picture,
is that used upon state oceasions; it is
alarge mat folded around the waist.
It is very cumbersome, and not as be-
coming as his usual costume. The
portrait was tuken by Oswald Brierly,
Esq, of H.M.S. Meander, Hon.
Captain Keppel, on the occasion of her
visit to Tonga in June, 1851.

Having informed my readers re-
specting hi> majesty of the Friendly
Tslands. I will give you an account of
a circumstance w hicl happened while
he was still a heathen:—

When Taufaahan  was  quite a
youth, the champion of the Friendly
Islands gave a public challenge, at a
kava ring, to any one to come forward
and ul«r:xcre with him in single combat,
with a balulafa, (an instrument made
from the middle part of the cocoa-nut
leaf) Taufanhau accepted the chal-
lenge, fought, and proved victorious.
Bqtb arms of the champion being
broken, he was defeated and d:\-rr‘lud
Not bun«r able to endure this mortifi-
cation, he shortly afterward left the
island, and proceeded to Fecjee.

Thus fought and thus conquered
this )outhful chief, and at this period
the predictions of the aged appeared
likely to be fulfilled, and the pride,
ambition, daving, and determination of
Tautaahau to be satisfied with nothing
less than universal dominion.

But a brighter and more gloricus
day wasabout to dawn upon the green
isles of the sea, and the good fight of
faith was to engage the powerful mind
of this chief. ~He was about tw enty-
six vears of age when the l(mfruu.,
with their Golinh, might have dx.unr(-d
their war-song for the followi ing poetic
lines : “How benutiful lipon the
mountains are the fect of him that
bringeth wood tidings, that publisheth
peace; that bringeth good tidings of
good, that ])lll)hbll(,l]l salvation I

The missionaries first settled at
Tongatuba. Taufanhau heard of then,



