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TEACHERS' CONVENTION.

w—————

The School Teachers' Convention for
the East Riding of the Cuusty of Nor-
thumberland, will take place on Saturday,
 28th inst,, in tho Village of Castlcton.

8~ At the last commencement of the
University of Allegheny College, one of
the oldest institutions in the Union, the
Degree of Master of Avts was couferred
on Lanoclot Younghusband, Head Master
of Scotland Cownty Grammar School.

This is the second College that has
conferred its highest honor on this gentle-
man who has for many years been engag-
od 15 a Teacher of Canadian Youth.

PRESENT AND PROSPECTIVE
WANTS OF OUR COMMON
SCHOOLS.

Duﬁng the laet year it has becn our
lot to visit a large mumber of the publie
schioods in the principal cities, towus, and

villages, and we might add many of ouri

rural school sections in this gur fine Pro-
vince, during the present year; and if
we would be allowed we wonld express
somc of our convietions a8 to the present
and prospective wants of our publie
schiools. -

THE EDUCATION

. . 1
One of the wost prossing wamts at the

< present time is mare smple secommodi-

tion thr our commen sehools. Tiomest
cases there are more chindien than can be!
avcotitnednted with comenient seats —
In our primary schools, ana more especial- :
fy in the comdy rchools, the case in more
urgent than in that of the high schuols. |
Planks aud gymetimes  slabs (where Saw- ‘
wills are convenient,) are instituted for
comfortable seats, and this is soncthing
which must be remedizd for the safety of
the pupils. An improvement in our
school buildings, and our school grounds,
are too little considered.  But few, com-
paratively speaking, of our school rooms,
are very iuviting or convenient. They
have no playgrounds around thew, are
not well ventilated, and answer but poos-
Iy tho purpoee for which they are used.
Every thing about a school room should
be made as attractive as possible, so thut
children, as they go from their comforta-
ble and pleasaut homes, way have comforts
and pleasures at school.

Auother thing needed to perfect our
school system, is incrensing carefulness in
the sclection and examination of teachers.
There is a tendency to full into habits of
negloct in this respeet, aud often teachers
are employed first temporarily, and then
permancutly, who have uot ull the requi-
sito qualifications.  Aud yot scarcely
anything is more injudivious und burtful
thuy such a course. T'co much care cun-
not be exercised in scleeting good teachers,
who have the charge cven of the youngest
children in our priwary achooly, and in
our small rurd schools.  Children forme
habits there which they carry with them

through life.
To avoid dunger of this kind, Jet there

be the urmost caution in the sclection of
teachers ; let there be a carcful inquiry
into their ental and moral gualification,
into their aptacss in iwparting instrue-
tion, their ubility to interest and control
those committed to their change. There
are those who are adapted to their pro-
fession, who have a foudness for children
and a love for teaching thew, persons
whase energy and enthusiusin are enkin-
dled by this work. Such are the teachens
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wo nced—tcachers who have qualified
themselves for the work, becwuse they
have r love for it; teachers who will kecp
themacves qualified by 2 study of what
pertains to their profession, a kuosledge
of the improvementsof the age, in regard
to the best mcthods of imparting instruo-

tion. Tf our prosent salarics are mot suf-
ficicnt to command such teachers, and re-

tain them, then lot the salaies be riied,
for we ean afford anythine v thaato
have pory teachers for our chidren,

Wiale it is a matter off pogoicing that

i I3 . .
sout schon’'s ae uccomy ishin ¢ o naich for

the children wnlyeuth ol our country, it
shoukt nat be targotten that ther. is much
remains to be done. The wark of n-

L provement shiould po onin ervery dopuat-

wmient of our cdueational rystem. But in
order to effect this, the public geucrully
must be interested, aud have intellisent
viowa of the importance aud magnitude of
this work. They must not only be ready
to have liberal appropriativus made for the
subject of education, but they must fecl
that wo betier expenditures can be
mude fur the rising generution than to
provide for thew the best fucilitics fur ac-
quiring keowledge. It is uot very gen-
crally ndwitted that it costs less to edu-
cate cliliren, and furnish them with
the meaus of advaucing in socicty, than
to support thew when they have grown up
without mental or worul culture. As a
matter of policy merely, we wmight urge
the importance of huving our rclivol of &
bigh order, aud of furnishing all classes
with fucilitics of sequiring a good eduea-
tion. But there are other considorations
higher than these, and benefits whicli can-
wot be estimated in dollars and ccnts. To
every educated miud there are upened
sourees of usculuessaud buppiness which
are perpetually closed against other winds,
The denmnd of the coming weneration
upon the prescut is greut, erpecialiy iu re-
gurd to the subject of cducation. The
cxpenses of the age call loudly for increus-
¢ efforts and compreliensive views.  Tle
minds of our chiidren crave Lnowledge,
and demand the means of acyuiring it
“ Bducate ; open to us the advenues of
light and knowledge ; deny ns not the
privilege aud the plewue of I oking
abroad upou the works of the Creator
with eultivated minds.  Send us not out
iuto the world without the dieipline and
training which will fit us to participate
houorably iu life’s dutics, and share largely
in life'a joye.”  Aund to suel: l:xréu:ugé' the
peuple, und espeeialiy purents and guar-
diang, must give head. The Suparinten-
dent, Trustees, aud Teachers, need the
hearty cooperation.  The infiuence of the
best qualified teacher, snay be lost to the
child ; avd a spirit of indifferoroc and
subordination be awskcned by the imju-
dicious acts and wnguarded words of a

perent.
We would here prese the fact upon the
parents and olhers the moeckity of



