TRUE NOBILITY.
A SERMON BY TIE REV. W. JONES. '

1
These were moate hwode than those In Thessalunica, in that they ,
rercived the Word with Al read ness of m'nd, and scarchel the
Seriptures daily whether these things wiro so.  Therelore many of
them believed - also of honourable women which were Greeks. avtl of
men not 8 few,” -Acts xv, 1, 18

IKE the winda which sweep wider tho kiudled flames of
a forest, persecution has always heeu the m-ans of '
spreading tho Goapel of Christ. The means employed by its ;
enemies to crush it have lent to it new wings to carry it into
regions beyond, and have given a deeper emphasis to its '
living voice. In raising a storm of peisccution against it, the
dovil has overshot
hismark and defeated
his  own purposcs,
This is scen in the
persecutions  which
attended the intro.
duction of the Gos-
peol into Europe. Its
preachiors were op-
posed by all the
powaers of tho world,
and by all tho arts
that malice and bi-
gotry could suggest ;
and with a persis-
tence which nothing
but the deadliest
hatred could suatain,
Tho chief of the op-
poeition in nearly all
cases proceeded from
unbelieving  Jews,
Their desire was to
write *failure and
falsehood ¥ upnn the
(ospel, to arrest its
march, and to cast
it to the limbo of
discarded delusions.
At Phillippi, Thessa-
lonica, and Berea, the
first places in Europe
visited by the heralds
of the croes, tho w,ad
spirit of bigotry and
revenge flamed out
in acts of cruel vio-
levce. At Phillippi
it intlicted upon the
preachers of the Gos-
pel scourging, im-
Erisunmcnt. aad
onds; at Thessa.
lonica it raised &
spirit of tumult and
disorder which shook
the city, but in nei-
ther case was it able
to prevent the plant-
ing of a Christian
Church. It wasmade
the means of extend-
ing_the Gospel ) Berea, where it found hearts Ionging for !
its light and 1ts meseage of mercy. These Bereans were, it
seems, a more refined and educated people than the Thessa-
loniang, and had much swealthier connections. But it was
not their descent, uor thewr culture, #ut their conduct in
relation to the Word of God which the inspired historian
cemmends, Their willing reception of the Gospel, their
candid and patient investigation of its claims, and their sub-
nussion to it dignitied them with o nobihty higher than that
of blood and lneage, culture and titles. “Taeve qualities of
mind and heart displayed by these Bereans give a man a place
among the aristocracy of the universe, and a crown compared
with which the jewelled crowns of earthly monarchs are
baubles. There is :—
I.—WriLLIxG RECEPTION OF THE TRUTH,
the word,” etc,
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We know what truth it was thoy thus received, The great
truth which Paul overywhero preachied waa that Jesus was the
Christ, tho sent of God, tho true Messiah, the Saviour of the
world. 1le mado overything subordinate to this, Wocan
trace with tolerablo clcarpess tho method he pursued in
setting forth this great saving truth in tho cities and sypa.
gegues inte which ho entered. Ho began by reading or
quoting from the Old Testament the provhecics relating to
the Messiah, then procecded to point out how completely
they wero fulfilled in_Christ, and urged his hearers to accept
Him and believe in Him, the King of all ages and nations,
There was much in this truth to arouse the hostrlity and
shock the prejudices of the Jow. It was new, it was humbling
to his pride, it clashed with his opinions and fechn
Brought up in all the traditions of the law, and to inclqu!;

in the most splendig
hopes of a temporal
Moessiab, ho could
not conduro auch
vovolution in bhis
opinions without feel.
ing that he had muc!,
to give up, Acd
while tho care stond
thus with ke Jo5, it
was littlo better with
the Greek, Cradled
in  poetic fancics
which made the
world a vast pan.
theon of divinities,
and ink-riting a pride
of intelle.t which
was all the more con.
spicuous  for the
moral poverty with
which it was asso.
ciated, he had difti.
culty in accepting for
his King and Saviour
one who had been
crucified at Jerusa.
lem. Yet such was
the candour of these
Bereans—both Jews
and Greeks — such
their frecdom from
narrowness, and from
the blind exclusive,
ness of prejudice,
that they histened to
the apostle with all
readiness of mind,
This is noble. The
narrow  exclusive.
ness, the unreasvning
pride which refuses
any otber truths or
any other forws of
truth than those we
happen to hold, is
ignoble and foolish.
No man, however
saintly and wise: no
Church, however
wealthy in  Gogpel
light, containsall the
truth. There are truthsin the Book of God, gems far downin
the exbanstless mine, nearls in waters so deep that no eye but
God's can sece them, Just now there will come a God.com-
missioned man, with his eoul full of light and the flame of
heaven quivering on his lips, who will discover to us new
worlds of truth and beauty in the Divine Bonk the world has
been studying for ages. Our attitude in relation to this book
should always be that of reverent inquiry. We shou'd
always keep our souls seasitive to the faintest breathings of
the Divine Spirit, watchful for new gleams of light, listening
for the softest whisper of the Heavenly Oracle.

The conduct of theso Bereans displayed their love for the
truth. ‘Truth was their desire, the object of their search.
For this they woro willing to surrecder their cherished
opinions, their hoary traditions, and their splendid dreams of
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