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heaven,” (chap. 93. § 3.) “The keys of the
kingdom of heaven” mclude all the power cxer.
cised In the church, under Christ, its sole king ;
not only that which is ordinarily exercised in the
goverment of particalar congregations and in
censuring offenders, (chap. 30.)but also the power
* minsterially to deternmine controversics of fth,
and cases of conscicnce, to set down rules and
discetions for the better ordering of the public
worship of God, and goverament of his chureh,
to receive complmnts ia cases of mal-adinmistra-
tion, and authoritatively to determine the same.”
(chap. 31. § 3) 'L'he Confession teaches that
magistrates cannot warrantably aesutne to them-
eelves the power of dolng these things, and what
it adds must be understood in a consistency with
this declaration. It ig true, that it allots to the
wmagistrate o enre of religion, and asserts that ¢ he
hatl authority, and it is his duaty to toke order,
that unity and peace be preserved in the chureh,”
&c. But isthere no order winch he can take for
having these thiags done by the persons aud in the
way which they ought to be done, without taking
the doing of rhem into hishand, und thus assuming
what does ..ot belong to him U The Confession
aseerts that there is, und proceeds to say: * For
the better effecting swhercof # he hath power to
call synods.”  And is there any good reason for
absolutely denying him this power1 When ¢ the
unity and prace of the church” are broken and
endnngered in any country, * the truth of God” i3
depraved, * blasphemies gnd heresies of almost
every kind are spreading, < corruption and abuses
in worship” are abounding, and when the church
heing disorganized, there is no general authority
of an ecclesiastioal kind to use means for reme-
dying these evils, may not the civil government
of that country warrantably call 2 synod for that
porpose 1 When the state of the nation, ns well
an of the church, may be convulaed, and its c.n-
vultions may be iu a great degrea owing to rehi-
grious dirorders,is it not a high duty incumbent on
him 10 take such a step, provided he finds it prac-
tieable aiid advisable 7 Waa not thia the state of
matters in Eagland when the Westminister As-
sembly inet?  Was not the state ot matters simi-
Jar ln many respects at the Revolution i Scot-
Jand?  And way not a crisis of the same kind
yet recur]  Was there any fational ground to
think. at ihe period of the Westniinister Assem-
bly, that such a synod would have met, or, sup-
posing it somehow to have licen collected. that it
could have continued together until ithad finished
jts busincss, if it had not been convoliad, main-
1ained, and protected by the Pardiament of Eng-
Jand1 Do many of those who deny the power in
question reflect, that they owe those books which
they still, in one dearee or another, own ns the
subordinate standards of their ecclesiastical com-
manion, to n synod which was thus cunvoked?
Do they reflect, that by means of them the inter-
ests of religion have been promoted to an incal-
culable degree, “unity and peace preserved in the
church, &ec. from the perind of their compilation
down to the present day, in Scotland,in England,
in Ireland, and in Americn?  Or, recoliecting
these things, are they prepared to take the pen
and insest their absolute veto—'* The civil ma-
gistrate—for the bhetter effecting thereof, hath”
nOT “ power to call synodsg" A: the same time
' may be obzerved here, 3% on the former objec-
tion, that it is not nseerted, that the magistrate
wnay exercice this power on all occasions and in
all circumstances, or whenever there are evils of
a religious kind to correct. It is sufficient that
there mcy be times and circumstances in which
he may warrantably exert this power, It is true
that the Confession, in another place, (chap. 81.
§2.) s not sufficiently full and explicit in declar-

= « Por the better govemment and further edi-
fication of the church, there ought to be such as-
semblies as are commonly called Synods or Coun-
eilex” 5. ¢. for attaining the end better than can
be aecomplished in smaller meetings of church of-
Seers. (Conf. chap.31.)

ing the intrinsic right of the church 1o convoke
synods.  But this defect was supplied by the Act
of the General Assembly of the Cliurch of Scot-
land receiving and approving of the Confession ; ®
and 1w the Fonnula used m the Secession from
the begning an apprebation of the Confession
lis required * a9 received” by that Aet of Assem-
ily.

After stating that the magistrate hins powur to
call eynads, it is adided, ¢ to be present at them,
and to provide that whatsoever is transacted in
then, he according to the mind of God.” Nor to
insist here, that these words ought, in fair con-
struction, to be understood of such synods ashave
been conveked by the magistrate, what reasonable
obyection can be made to his being present 2 May
he not claim a right to be present at any public
mesting within his dominions? May he not be
present in a synod 10 witnesa their proceedings,
to preserve thew exiernnl pence, to redress their
gnievances, or (why not?) to receive their advice
or admonitions?  But, if it be supposed that his
presence is necessary to give validity to their pro-
ceedings, and that le sits as preses of their meet-
ing, or ne director of their deliberations and votes,
I ghull only say that the words of the Confession
give not the slightest countenance to such chims,
which are utterly inconsistent with the common
prine:ples of Presbyterians. end in particular with
the well-known and avowed principles of the
Church of Scotland. A similar answer may be
aiven to the ohjection against the luet clause of
the paragraph. May not any Christian whatever
fns gtavion be, ¢ pravide that whateoever is tran-
sacted,” cven in synads, “ be according to the
mund of God?” If the legislature aor goverment
of a nation have a special care about religion, or
if there is any particular duty at all which they
have to discharge respecting 1t, and particularly if
they have power in any case to call synods, must
st not in a special manner be incumbent on them
to see 1o this! Nor does this imply that they are
in possession of nny ecclesiastical powers, or that
they pass a public Judgment ou truc and false re-
ligion. Their private judgment is sufficient to re-
gulate them in their public managemeats in this
a= well as on many other subjects, about which
thes exercise their authority, without sustaining
themseives asthe proper judges of them, as in the
case of miany arts, sciences, &c. which they pa-
tronize and encovrage. Must not Chrisiian rulers,
judges, and magisirates provide that « whatsoever
is tranzacted” by themeclves, “ be according to
the mind of God1* Is it not highly fit that they
ghould be satisfied, and that they should by ¢very
proper srcans provide that the determinations of
syaods be according to the mind of God, if they
are ajterwards to legalize them, or if they are to
use their authority for removing all external ob-
structions out of the way of their being carried
into effect ; both of which they may do, without
imposing them on the conscicnces of their sub-
jecta?  And, in fine, are_there not various ways
in which they may provide as here stated, without
assmning a power foreign to their office, or in-
truding on the proper business of synods, or eccle-
siastieal courts? But, if it be supposed that the
magisteate, as the proper judge in such matters,
is to controul the deliberations of the ecclesisstical
agsembly, to preseroe and dictate to them what
their decisions shall be, or that, when they have
delibernted and decided, he may receive appeals
from their decisions, or may bring the whole be-
fore s tribunal, and review, alter, and reverse
their sentences, I have only to say, as formerly,
that the words of the Confession give not the
slightest countenanse to such claims, which are
utterly inconsistent with the common principles of
Presbyterians, and in particular with the well-
known and avowed pri and contendings of
the Church of Scotland.
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# Sce Act of Assembly, prefixed to all our co-
pies of the Confession of Faith, Agreeably to
this Act was the Confession ratified by the Parlia-
ment of Scotland.

i

But though I consider these objections as deati-
tute of a solld fountain, yet, as the construction on
which they. procced has often been put on the
nassages to which they refer, I, for my part, can
see no good reasdn why an explanation should nat
be given of these pasagen,or of the doctrine con-
toined in them, with the view of preventing all
misconception of the sentiments of those who ap-
prove of the Confession ; provided the two follow=
ing things arc attended to. In the first place, that
this declaration do not fix on the Confessvn the
obnoxious sentiments which are disclaimed. And,
in the second place, that it do not, uader the
cover of general apd ambiguary expressions, in-
validate or set aside the geaetal doctrine respect-
ing the exercise of civil authority about religion
which is recognized in the Westminisisr Confes-
sion, and in those of all Protestant Churches,
Explanations of this kind were given in the early
papers of the Secession, which are sufficient to
shew that they entertained no principles favoura-
ble to persecution or injurious to the liberties and
independence of the church, and that they did ot
view the Cenfession ay containing such prine
ciples¥,

TO CCRRESPONDENTS.

Extracts from an Address by J. Durie, Esq., By-
town. will appear in our next. We are glad
that the subject of ministerial support is begin-
ning to attract more general notice. The argu-
ments so forcibly expressed by Mr. D. have
over ana over again been urged in behaif of
some general scheme of Sustentatios,, When
these argumentsare appreciated ard the Chursh
awakened to her duty and interest, our minis-
ters will not be left to pine on a wretched pit-
tance for wani of such a scheme.

We again repeat that communications should he
n our hands before thc 20t of the month, ip
order to their appes-ing in the following
Record.

Severs} communications came to hand too {ate
for this number.
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KNOX'S COLLEGE.

‘We make yet another app:al on behalf of our
TnrorogicaL CoLrece. A few congregations have
alrcady responded to the cali addressed to them
through the pages of the Record and otherwise,
and have forwarded, in part at least, their annus!
contributions. Others have promised early atten-
tion to the subject. We are very unviilling ¢o
appear urgent, and still less would we be under-
stood as indicating any distrust in promises made,
we presume, in geod faith. But, as the funds n
haod arc very far from meeting the obligations of
the Treasurer, and s it has been suggested that,
in many parts of the Province, the nature and im«
portance of our Theolo~cal Institation are very im+
perfectly understood, we submit the following
statement to such &3 may have been less ccnver~
sant with the history of the Presbyterian Church
ijn Canada, or with the benefits already derived
by it from Kuox’s College ; in the hope that the
claims of the latter to a literal and cordial sup-
port, may commend themselves to the under-
standings and consciences of all the friends of

# Act and Testimony, apud Display, i, 156—

159. and Answers to Nairn, ibid. p, 811—814.



