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the serpent to be lifted up, was, that all ¢che Jews who had been
bitten by the fiery flying serpents might see it, and live. Here
God is cshibited to us as “no respecter of persons.” Iis desire
was that every serpent-bitten Israclite, without exeeption, should
be healed.  And since the serpent was lifted up so that all might
see it, every Jew was without excuse if he did not look and live.
So the Son of man was lifted up “that he might draw all
men unto him”——that you and I, dear reader, might
see him, and be ‘drawn’ unto Him, Criminal thereforc are we
in the sight of Cod if we do not look unto Iim, and be saved.
He has beenand is, lifted up, so that we might see ITim, not with
the bodily eye, but with the cye of the mind. Every time we are
led to think of the gospel, whether by reading, or by preaching, or
otherwise, Christ crucified is before our eyus,—so thought Paul
when he said to the Galatians, after Christ had ascended to glory :
«Q foolish Galatians who hath bewitched you, that ye should not
obey the truth, ¢ before whose eyes’ Jesus Christ has been evident-
ly set forth erncified among you”. Gal. 3. 1. Jesus’ name is in-
seribed times without nnmber, page after page, line upon line, in
the sacred volume. He receives the most marked prominence.—
He is “lifted up” before us, as if his name were inseribed in let-
ters of burnished gold upon the very centre of the spiritual hea-
vens, and woe be to the soul who never fixes his eye intently upon
the uplifted Saviowr. In that day when God shall ask him why
he did not look unto him and be saved, he shall be inexcusable,
and therefore “ speechless.”

But there was another purpose evidently in the uplifting of the
serpent, via: that it might become “ possible” for every serpent
bitten Israelite to be healed. The uplifting of the serpent did not
necessitate the eure of one single Jew. It made the cure of every
Jew a ¢ possibility.” If he did not look, far better had it been
the serpent had not been uplifted, for he now refuses God's rem-
edy, and perishes a self-destroyed soul. God had a similar great
purpose in view by the uplifting of the Son of man. As we are
told in the following verse of John iil. it was ¢ that the world
through Him ‘might’ be saved.” As with the serpent, su with
the Son of man. His death does not necessitate the conversion or
salvation ot one soul, but—glorious truth—it makes the salvation
of all the world “possible.” It is impossible for a man to reeall
the exvors of the past, and live over again that part of his life that
has now gone. What sacrifices would many an erring spirit not



