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Tliere is, porhaps, no book read more than the B3ible, and it appears
as though no book generally read, was .less understood. This, ne
doubt lins arisen from d combination of causes which exists in relation
te no otiier book in the world. If any otiier book ini the English
language liad as me'.ny coinmentaries ivritten upor. it, liad as many
systeras bascd upen it, or Upofl particular constructions of it: Uf any
other book wvas exhibitcd in the samne dislocacedt and distracted light,
Jiad as mauy debates about its meaning, and as many di iferent senses
attributed ta its words; if any other book were read as the scriptures
are commonly read, iii the saine broken, discouiuected <mnd careless
inzanner; ii the same stock of prejudices and pre-conceived opinions,
there is every reason to believe that itwould be as un-intelligible and
as littie understood as the bible appears to be. M'e often wvonder at
the stupidity of the Jews iii our Saviour's tine in relation to bis pre-
tensions and dlaims, and no doubt posterity wvili Nvonder at our stupidi-
ty and ignorance of a book which wve read se oftczî and profess te,
-venerate se highly. Thiere is a greater similarity in the cause and reasens
of their and our indocility, than we are aware of. The evil one bias the
saine Interests ini obscuring this volume ivhici lie had in obsduring the
evidences of lus mission and the vitiosity of man, both natural and
acquired, exhibits itself in the samne aspect towards the bible as it did
in reference te the person concerning whonu it ivas ail written.

But amcng the myriads who religiously read the bible, why is it
that, sa littie 'of the spirit of it, seems te be caught, pýossessed, and cx-
hibited ? I 3viII give one reason, and those more ivise, may add te it
others.. Many read the bible te have a general idea of what it con-
,tains, as a neccssary part of a polite education; many read it te attain
the means of preving the dogmas ivhich they alrcady profess; iany
read it xvith the design cf being extremely ivise in its contents; many
read it thatthcy may explain it te others; but alas ! but few appear
te read it supremcly and exclusivcly that thcy may practise it : that
they may be conformied te it, net only ln their outward deportinent,,
but, in thcr spirit and teniper of their minds. This is the only reading
of it which is really profitable te men, which rcwards us for our pains,
whiegh censeles us ncw, and Nvhich will be remembcred for ages tQ
éorne, with inexpressible delight. In this way, and in this way only,
thespirit of it is caught, retained and exhibited. Some sucli readers
seerùtô bepnraptor inspired with its contents. Every sentiment and
feling which it imparts seeni te be the sentiments and feelings cf their
.hearts ;. and the -bible is te their religion, what their spirit is te thieir
bcdy ;* the Iffe and activity thereof. The bible te such a person is the
..meédium df conversation with the Lord cf Life. Hie spcaks te Heaven
.In the languUe cf Ileaven, when he prays in the belief cf its truth, ani
.thé-îýieat God speaks te limi in the saine language; and thus the true
*Ind intelligent chr.tian walks with Qed and converses ivitli himevery

1qOne hQur cf such company is more te be desired than a thousand
rvears spant.in'iintimate converse.rwith the wisest philosophers and most
.uguýst potentates that earth evif'saN..


