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¢r5 the previous year. The mission vessel
had brought back the voung men takenaway
the previous year. ‘Their coming gave a
great joy and increased the desire for teach:
es.  Those on board were accordingly sta-
tioned here, scemningly under most favora-
ble circumstances.” ¢ When we took the
teachers on shore,” wrote the missionaries
“the joy, of the prople scemed :0 know no
bounds. Men, women and children crowded

groundus. Some of the principal chicfs laid
hold of our hands, and led us through the
village, while the crowd manifested rheir jov
ina way most unmistakable.  We never saw
teachers on their first lunding weet with such
anenthusiastic reception. The field is certain-
ly a most encouraying one.”

Never did fair appearances prove more
woefully deceptive.  Nineteen duys after the
uhole party, consisting of the tico teackers and
their wives and a little boy, were murdered
and devoured by the very people who had re
ceived themn with such demonstrations of joy.
This was foilowed by an cpidemicwhich cut
off about 150 on that island, and spreading
t0 the main land, entoff inany there.  Two
of the teachers at Erakor died, and when the
mission vessel visited the island in October
1854, there oniy remained one teacher and
the widow of another to tellthe tale.  These
it was found necessary to remove, and Sna-
Io would remain ro longer. ‘Thus themis-
sion work on the island was suspended.—
We have given the above extracts to show
the dangers and difficulties attending the
first establishment of missions among sav-
sge tribes, and as iHustrating the heroism
sad devotedness of the native teachers. An
sccount of the resminption and progress of
the mission we must reserve for another ar-
ticle.

Note—Tn oar last “ Fonma” and *“ Fon-
gans”’ was misprinted throughout for ** Ton-
=" and “ Tongans”, and “ Dr. Tamer”
for “Dr. Turner.”
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RELIGIOUS DESBLATIONS.

|
E At the Islington clerical meeting, held a
{few weeks ago, where ahout 250 clerzymen
of the Evangelical portion of the English
Charch met for the discussion of suhjecis of
refigions importance, thc question, **Is the
Charch of England duly falfilling heroffice
25 2 missionars chureh 22 wes discussed at
togth by the Rev. Daniel Wilson, Rev.
anic] Hoare, Rev. Henry Venn, and
thers.  The subject in genemal was pre-
ted by the first named geetleman, who
25 chairman of the meeting, after which
2 home and forcign missionary work of

the English Church was separately present-
ed. Itappears from this discussion, that
little more than a million of dotlars par an-
num is contributed to the funds of the four
great church misstonary societies, and the
total number of communicants is 24,000 ;
but during the last ten vears the arca of
missionary labor has heen largely increased,
the principle of self-snpport l:as been intro-
duced into the missions, a native ministry
has heen established, and there has been a
decided movement in the public mind of
heathenism towards Christianity. The na-
tive churches in one missionary district in
India raise $35,000 a year for religions and
benevolent purposes, and othier stations pre-
sent equally encourngring reports respecting
their liberality, The work abroad has far
outrun the liberality und-devotion of the
Church at home; and a loud call is made
upon the Church to furnish the means, and
especially the men, which the condition of
the heathen world demands.  The state of
the Church of England, as respects home
missionary work, is truly deplorahle. Itis
a sad fact which was stated by Rev. C. D.
Marston, that there are more people habit-
ually absent from public worship in Eng-
land now, than cxisted in it at the iime of
the Reformation. A state of relirious des-
titution prevails in the ountskirts of lerge
towns, and in some large country districts,
which surpasses belief.  In ouc districs.of
forty-two persons there was only one com-
municant, and only two regular church-go-
ers; in another distric, only 1wo out of
seventy-five; and in aunoiher, with 64 per-
sons above 15 years of age, only 7 commu-
nicants. This last wasa country town higa-
1y favored wwith Christian labor and prayerfal
effort. An carnest appeal in view of these
facts was made for self-denying lay-preach-
crs for home evaugelization, and for con-
tributions and consceration 1o the foreign
work.
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CoxTENTMENT. — One who had ex-
pericnced o changé of fortune said—
# When I was rich, I possessed God in all
things; and now Ium poor, I pussess all
things in God.” Coutentment depends
more on the disposition of the mind than
on the ciccumstances of our life.” .

Soxe professors pass for very meek,
good-natured people titl vou displeasc them.
They resemble a pool or a pond; while
vou let it alone it looks clear and lmpid,
bat if vou stir it toward the bottom the
rising sediments soon discover the impuri-
ties that lork bencath—Toplady. .



