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LESSONS FOR MAY.

TFIRST SABBATH.

Sunarcr:— The death of Samson, Judges
16, 25-31.  Golden Text, Prov. 13. 20.
Parallel papages, Prov. 4, 14-15. Ps. 107, 4.
1st Cor. 15, 33. .

Study Samson’s previous history, and par-
ticularly the 1Gth chapter from verse4. From
this we learn the greatness of his fall, and the
Lieinousness of his sin. To gratify a vile,
false and tfeacherous woman, he surrendered
into her halids his consecration to Ged, and
the glorious gift with which God had endowed
ki for the protection of his people.

In teaching the lesson, advert first to his
punishment. “His eyes were put out, he was
bound with chains, and in his prison he was
compelled to grind corn—the occupation of
the meanest slaves. Ilow appropriate was
this punishment to one_who had followed his
cxes too much, and had allowed hinpself to be
fittered by sensual pleasures. Iow galling
must such_ treaturent have been to his noble
spirit; and how caleulated if God had not
graciously sustained his erring child, to drive
Lim to madness or sink him into the grave.
Still more humiliating must it have been to
have his blindness and wretchedness. made
ohjects of ridicule by the assembled populace
ut Gaza, and to be insulted and abused by the
Juwest of the mob.

Secondly, to his penitence. His soul had
returned to its allegiance, and strength from
on high was being again imparted.  The eyes
of his spiritual nature were re-opened, when
the eyes which had led him astray were closed
for ever. The l.ord had departed from him
when he fell betore the wiles of Delilah, but
now the Lord returned. The statement that
his hair began to grow again is significant.
His marvellous strength had not proceeded
from the length of his hair; but this had been
the token of his consecration to God, and the
reference to its growth shows that the conse-
cration had been renewed. A truly praying
spirit is a penitent spirit.

Thirdly, to his prayer. It was earncst.
Tie called on God by all the names by which
hie knew Him, Adonai, Jehovah, Elohmn. It
was hwnble. He did not ask for deliver-
wnce from bondage, that lns sight might be
restored, that his lite might Le spared; of all
thns he seesms to have felt himsc‘f unworthy.
He prayed that God would strengthen him,
not permanently, but *only tlus once.” It
was believing prayer. He was confident that
the God who had been his strength from his
youth up, would remember him, and enable
Lo to complete the great work to which he
had been called. Was it right to pray tor
vengeance?  Tor Samson, we think, 1t was.
Vengeance was the work to which he had
bren called.  The foss of his sight rendered
him forever capable of carrying on that
work; and hence he seeks vengeance not for
the scorn, suffering, and insult, to which he

-though he cast away his

Tourthly, to his last triumph and glory
death. The vast building in which the P
ple of Gara had assembled to witness g
exult over his degradation, seems 1o havely
a heavy roof, supported by two large stafd
columns in the centre, with a gallery zunpi; B
round the walls, between the roof and ¢}
ﬁround floor, capable of holding 3000 persoc il

When  Samson, gifted  with  miracyl; 38
strength, tore away the eentral pillars, o8
roof rushing down from its vast elevy; 8
wonld crush’ the gallery with its oceupa
and Precipitate the whole mass on the tena
of the ground fleor. What a monumge
would that zuined temple with its thous: g
of slanghtered worshippers be to the fiero v
Iay beneath! In thus carvying out Gog
purpose, and completing his work, Samsld

7il‘c, Was not a suic:

but a martyr.

Like the Saviour, Samsor triumphd
death. Like Bim, also, he stood alone,
the people there were none with bim”
while Samson sutfered for his own sin,
suffered for the sins of others. And¥
Samson died that he might destroy his
mics, Chyist died that he might save lis
mies.

SECOND SABBATH,

Sunsrcri— Ruth and Naoms, Ruth 1,k
KNaomi means fair, or pleasant; Ehi
my God 1s Kiog; Rush, filled, s
Makion, infirmity; Chilion, perfect.
lovely story belongs to the early days f
Judges, but the precise nevied cannot b
out.” The family of Naomi belonged /g
Jehem or Ephra, in Judah. Yamice
them into the land of Moab. The yeu;
married DBloabite women against the b
Moses, Deut. 7: 3.. The father and
sons die, and then Naomi resolvestord
her old home. She bids farewell tolg]
daughters-in-law, and urges them to
to their mothers’ houses. — After an 53
farewell Orpah ¢ kissed” her mothad)
and went to her own people; but Ruh*g
unto her.” “The arguments of Nach
vailed with Orpah who returned toherg
and her gods.”  Nothing can bewir
ing than the words in wiich Ruth:
her resolve.
N V. 18—Left off speaking-—ceasid d
er. :
V. 19.—She bad@grown old ani v
changed through grief.  V.20.—4my
She went away with her hushel s
sons; she comes back a widow anie
with Ruth only to aid her.
1. Decide for the Lord and [is
Like Ruth cast in your lot with s
2. Poor Orpah goes back andsh
sight forever. Ruth becomes tb
of David and of David’s Lord; 2!
a delight to all the ages.
3. Naomi's experience js but s
the changes and sorrows of whiitt
Lef us be ready for such chags-
sympathize with the sorrowing.
4. All things work togethu &

i o .
had been subjcctea, but only for his twocyes.

them who love God. Rom.'s:i&“




