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tution. In the days of his fathers, and
apon his ancestral hills, at the circling of
the fiery cross he would have been the first
10 seize claymore and targe, to haste to the
appointed gathering place, and the readiest
to strike for the honour of chief or clan.

"This showed itself in privaie in his readi-
acss to do battle in good humoured argu-
went with every comer or in the sullies
with which he assailed the clerished con-
victions of those with whom he came in
contect.  Lutertaining strang convictions,
and perbups extreme opinions, on most
suhjects, whether political, social or religi-
ous, on which he had thought, he was al-
ways ready for discussion und seewed to
court au enconunter of wits, where he met
with those who held different views. He
was a most agrecable companion, but mach
of the spice ol his conversation srose {rom
the curious mixture of the combative and
the comic in his natare. Not unfregneutly
the firs salutadon might be a sully against
oue of your fuvourite nosdons, which lefc
you for tiie moment unveriain wiether to
briste up and do hatile for your habby, or
to taugh st the absurd light i which he
had piaced it.

It appearcd again in the countroversies,
which were often toreeld upon him, particu-
larly in the early periods of bis ministry.
He was brougit into contace with sectaries
who, whiie there were plenty of places
around, entirely destiiute of spivitual light,
spent ther eoerpies in endeavouring to en-
tice persons aat of the Presbyterian fold,—
what John Angel James calted “* spiritnal
kidsappiog,” ¢r what a faher in Synod
still nore plainly designated sheep stealng;
and for ths purpose ** comuassing sea and
laud to make one proselyte,” —and resort-
ing 10 every mean aras he used fiequently
to represent them, in the words of inspira.
tion, *“ crecping into houses, aud leading
captive silly women,” and all this frequently
ander pretence of love and friendship.
Moiding strongly the truths which he pos
sesstd, and scorning everything like under-
haud deaiing, his whole nature was roused.
In dealivg with such we need not wonder
that hard kuocks were his rule. He was
no gentle kmght, wielding a polished wea-

on amid a profusion of chivalric courtesies.
¢ should rather say that he was a Sham-
gar, the son of Aunath, peaceally engaged
in titling bis fields but assailed by prowling
enemics, scizng his oxgond, a weapou in-
tendeid for thie peaceful pursuits of agricul-
ture, bug wiclded by a powerful arm, caps-
ble of doing great execution, and with it
making no small slaughter among the
Puilistines. At all events he was 2 most
effective controversinlist, and that princi-
pally from the gift which he posscssed of
presenting the truth in a plain and simple
mouner, using so wmuch the langusge of

common life, as to render it obvious to
the common understanding.

In the contwrovessies of his early minis-
try, he might have appeared to some to
fuil in Christinn Charity  And those who
saw him in the quiet close of life, when,
his controversics were over, and he rc-
ceived old opponents with christian cor-
dinlity, were apt to_imagine, that an entire
change had passed over him.. That he
grew in catholicity of spivit may be adnit-
ted, hut we know, that the vehemence
which he manifested in his early combats,
was very far from bigetry. From his
firm hold of the truths for which he was
contending, from his strong abhorrence of
the arts to which we have referred (arts to
which he would not have stooped to con-
vert into Presby terians all the other denom-
inations in the Province) and from his
warm carnest nature, he was led to speak
strangly. But even then his heart was
with all who loved the Lord and he r¢joiced
in goodness whcrever it was found.

But in his whole work he manifested
much of the stout warrior. He had little
of the spirit of those, who, as it has been
said, in building up a temple for God, de-
sire to give as little offence to the Devil as
possible.  Heuce, *though the furthest
possible from being contentious, for he was
a most peace-loving man,” he carried inhis
whole micn the spirit of a christian soldier,
contending with Satan and all his works.
Heunce in the pulpic and private, he
was the stern reprover of sin, and, in what-
ever form evil ruised his head, he dealt hig
blows with vigor and impartiality.

A MAN OF TENDER HRART.

Bat in him, as not untrequently hap-
pens, this warrior spirit was conjoined with
wurm afiections and deep tenderness of
heart. The man who was & Lion in the
field was a Lamb in the fold. 1lis going
out aud coming in among his people, was
in the spirit of Zinduess wself.  lie wight
have said, * I was gentle among you, even
as a nurse cherished her children.”

Still he manifested a faithfulness snd
plainness in dealing with every form of
wrong, which, but for his unaffecied
kindness of heart, would have often given.
offence. An iustance may be given, 2 man.
who bad heen residing near him, and had
been for some time living in the wneg-
lect of religions ordinances, was taken sick,
and for atime it was thought, would die.
But his discase took a favorable turn, and:
Mr. C., went to visit him as he began.
to recover. e enquired of the man how
he felt when he thought himsclf dying..
*Quite peaceful,” was the reply. “Iam
very sorry to hear it,” said Mr. C., in his.
usual decided tone, *for with the life you.
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