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The other point to which we refer is the
view given of this subject in our own for-
mula of questions to ministers, probation-
ers, and elders. Presbyterianism is there
zaid to be_foundedon and agreeable to the
word of God. Now, some have taken up-
onthem to give a loose interpretation
this phrase.  Our forefathers were long sic-
customed to fight for the Dejure divino,
that is the divine right of Presbytery.—
They helieved it to beclearly and distinct-
Iy revealed and 1aid down in scripture;
they believed it was the only system laid
down there, and they believed that they
were bound to adopt this just as inplicitly
as any other portion of God's inspired
word. Some, however, maintain that the
phrase in our formula—* founded on and
arceable to the word of God ’—is not so

ding, not so authoritative as the De
jufe divino. It at least smoothes it down—
ns its sharp edge—takes away its
Larstiness. But we cannot see this. What
greater evidence could we have of the di-
vine right of Presbytery than to assert, it
is “founded on and agreeable to” the
word of God? Is not the authority as
areat as for some of the most important
doctrines of our crced? What more can
we say of the doctrine of Christ’s imputed
rightcousness and many others, than that
itis **founded on and agreceable to” the
word of God. With true manliness there-
fore—with noble candour—Ilet s openly
contend for this portion of our faith—and
contend for it as of divine right and antho-
tity. There is no higotry 1in this, no illi-
berality, no sectarianism. YWe contend for
what we belicve: our difference is a differ-
ence of imterpretation of scripture. We
admit that the Episcopalian may contend
as conscientiously for his system as we,
and we admit that the congregationalist
may do the same. We- admit that such
partics may appeal to scripture as earnestly
asjwe do; and we know well that they do
so. Whatthen?  Are we to brcak up fel-
lowship and eommunion one with another 2
Are we to ex-comamunicate _one another as
publicans and heathens? By 8¢ means.—
As if to meet this very case the spostle has
laid down & clear rale by which we are to
be regulated: Philip 8: 16, **Never-
theless, whereto we have alroady attained,
iet us walk by the sqme rule, let us mind
thesame thing.”” Church government is
intended for rcgu]atigtdw church upon
carth. It is not of it absolutely cssea-
tial to ealvation. The day will come when

varicd forms and varied goveraments will'

pass away. In the world of bliss we shall
beone as Christis one. As the waters of
the river, when they have rolled into the
bosom of the occan, are swallowed up by
its million billows ; as the lightsthat Eg‘ht—
a heaven by night, all melt away into the

bright splendour of the noon-day sun ; so
in heaven shall our varied extemal govern-
ments give way to the one bright and glo-
rious government of him who sits on the
mediatorial throne, and is head over all
things to the church.

At the same time, this is no reason why
we should not “ earnestly contend” for
this portion of the faith. It is often the
case, that much, very much depends upon
charch government and church discipline
for preserving the purity of the doctrines of
the gospel, and the purity of a church com-
munion? Are notthese important matters
matters? And can any one read church
history without coming to this conclusion ?
To us especially as descendants of those
who on ¢his very ground fought the battle
of civil and religious liberty, does not his-
tory read exciting lessons, why we shonld
“earn. 'tly contend?’ Are not voices
heard coming floating down -the stream of
ages, calling upon us to be steadfast? Js
not the voice of Calvin for three long cen-
turies heard echoing afar from Geneva’s
lake, and from amid the mountain avalan-
ches of Switzerland, and saying —Be
ye steadfast and unmoveable 2 I3 not the
voics of the noble Xnox heard ringing
forth from Scotland’s hills and Scotland’s
valleys—“ I have established your schools °
—1I have plaoned your colleges—I have
modelled your church strictly inaccordance
with the directions of God’s word—with its
sessions and presLyteries and synods and
assemblies ;—hold fast what ye have receiv-
ed—be ye steadfast and unmoveable?’—
Is not the voice of many & martyred one who
died for Christ’s crown and covenant, and -
who lies under loncly mouatain cairn, or
neath the heathy moss—heard in the wail-
blast saying :— For this comse we were

crsccuted and tormented—were driven

rom home and kindred——weére hunted like
the partridge upon the mountain—and at
last poured out our life’s blood at the stake
and upon the scaflfold—and will ye, our de~
scendants, will ye prove recreant—will ye
not be found ¢ steadfast and unmoven-
ble?” But abote all and better than gli,
is not the voice of him who is the beginn-
ing and the cnd, the firet and the last heard
saying from hi¢ ' throne in the heavensin
words which canrot be misanderstood :—
“Be thou faithfm]l unto the death, and I
will give thee'a crown of life?” With
such cndearing associations—with such
sweet and hallowed remembrances—with
such exemplars rousing to hely doeds, who
would not “stand Yast 1o that liberty where-
with Christ has made us free,”-——who would
not “eatmestly centcnd ** for this poetion
of our faith? - .

‘We come now to consider,

I1. SoME SPRCIAL REASONS WHY WE
SHOULD EARNESTLY CONTEND FOR TRE



