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The other point to which we refcr is the
'viewy given of this stibJeci in orir owri for-
mnula of questions to rnifisters, probation-
ers, and eiders. Presbyterianismn is there
said Io be fougnded on and agreeable to the
word of OGod. Now, some have taken np.
on thcm to give a loose interpretation to
this phrase. Our forefatiiers ivere long it-
customed te flght for the De jure divino,
:hat is thre divine right of Presbytery.-
They believed it to bc cleiffly and distii.ct-
1v rtÇvcaled and laid down in seripture;-
they bchieTcd it was the onhy systemn laid
dovri there, and the'y believed that tbey
were borind te adopt titis just as implicitly
as amy other portion of God's *nsired
wçord. Sonre, however, niaintain that the
phrasn ou formula-"l founded on and

<'rcabe t th 'vrdof Cyod "ý-is Rlot so
flédin-g. flot se authoritatîve a the De

jedivîn»o. It at ieast smoodsesit down-
e1 eie its Sharp edge-takes away itl'arsiiaess. But we cannot seethi. What
greater evidence could we bave of thedi-.
,vine nigit of Preebytery than to assert, it
is "Ifounded on and agrecable to 'l thre
,word of God ? le mot thre authority as
great as for sorne of tire most important
doctrines of our creed ? What more can
wa say of tire doctrine of Christ's impute&
rigiteousneas and many others, thari that
it is l founded on and agrecable io0" the
word of God. With trac manliness there-
fore-with noble candour-let us openly
contend for tis portion ofour faith-and
contend for it as of divine right and niitho-
rity. There is no higotry in this, Do ili-
bcrality, no secetarianismn. We contend for
ivhat we believe. our difference la a differ-
ece of interpretation of scnipture. We
admit tint tire EPpiscopaliari aay coutend
-i; cosiscientiously fr hic System* as we,
and 've admit tia thre congregationalist
Miv do thre Sane. We- admit tirai Snell
Parties May appeal to'seripture as earnestly
aslwe do; au we know 'veli that they do
so. Wita± tien 12 Are we to brecak up fol-
howship and communion one with a'rotler ?
Are we te ex-oomnaunicate one triotirer as
publicanc .and heath.cs 1 Bv ilo mears-
As if to meet tis verv case drie postle bas
laid down a dlear rAr by whiclk we amc to
be rcgulated: Philip 3: 16, *'Neyer-
thehes, wluircto we have already attdîned,
lct us wahk by thre szue mbl, let us mind
ile saine tiig2 ' Ch'xrch governaent is
intcndcd for regulatin 1 , tie churcli upon
ecarth. It is flot of ii±l absolutely essen-
tial to s.tlvaeion. Tiie day will eçomc when
varicd formes and vaniel 'goveriiments wNilh'
pass nivay. In tihe worid of blise we shall
ibc anc as Christ is one. As thei watersdo
thie river, when they have rolled into the
lrosom of the occari, rc swàllowed nu- by
its million billows ; as tire lights that ?1g917
enr heaven by Drghz, a ilet away into thre

bright splendour of the noon-day sun ; go
ini heaven shall ouir varied externat goverri-
mentir give way to the one bright and glo-
nous government of him who sits on the
mediatorial throne, anid ie head over ait
things Io the church.

At the saine tixne, this is no reason why
we should not Ilearnestly contend" for
this portion of the faith. it is often the
case, that much, very much depende Upon
church goverriment and church discipline
for preserving the purity of the doctrines of
the gospel, and the punity of a chureh com-
munion 1 Are not these important matters
matters ? And cari auy one read chnrch
history without cosning to thîs conclusion 1
To ns especially as descendants of those
who on this very gronnd fonght the battle
of civil and religions liberty, doce nlot his-
tory read exciting lessons, why we shonld
fiearn. -tlv contcndi" Are niot voices
'heard cLJD¶ing floating down -tbc Stream of
ages, calîng upon us to be steadfast 1 le
flot the voice of Calvin for three long cen-
turies heard echoing afar frora Genevas
lake, and from asiid the moutain avalan.
ches of Switzerland, and s~îg:"B
ye steadfast anid unmoveable V' lefot the
voice of the noble Knox heard rin ging
forth frot Scotland's bille and Scotland'e
valiy- & I bave established jour sehools
_I havel plauned vonr college-I have

modellcd your church strictly in accordance
with the directions of Goffs word-with its
sesdions and presbyteriee and synods and
assemblies ;-hold, faet what ye have roeciv-
cd-be je steadfast and nnovcable t"-
Ta flot the voice ofmanya martyred une who
died fer Christ's crown and covenact, and
wbo lies under loncly mnountain cairn, or
neath the hcathy moss-heard in the wail-
blest saying :-"'For thiis cause we were
pemscuted and -tornerted-were dniven
from home and kindred-were hunted like
the partridgà uponi the monntairi-arid at
hast poured ont our 117e's blood rit the stake

,ridtpo the seaffold-and 'will ye, ourde
scendate 'wIll ye prove recreant-w-iilh'ye
not ho found "e, tedfsst and urimovea-
hie 1" But aboi-e *11 and better than glir
is neot the voice of' hini who ie the beginri-
ing and the end, -the firet alnd tho last heard
sayving from hia , tonue in the hecavens ini
words which cannot be mîsundcrstood t-
IlBe thon fàithful unto thé death, and 1
will give thee'a crown of life !t" With
ueh endearing essoeiationsi-with meh

sweet and hmlowed rmtbmnceM-*ith
mrich exemplats rousing to heiy *deidt, whe
wouhd flot "Istand f'ast in that liberty wbete-
with Christ bas nnade us free "-wlk would
neot "c arnesîly centcnd 1 4rtî Poctie
of ourfaith 1

We oonc 'oow to conuiéer,
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