
ORIGINAL CM U I ONS if

If lie lias a great hcart and a small conscicncc he wili bc uniauly
sympathctic and afraid of causing thc necessary discomfort and
pain Csscntial Io a thorougli opcration. Or, on the otlicr hand, if
the conscicncc be fully dcvclopcd and thc sympathctic naturc
small, he will do splendid work, w'ork which will savc the ecetli of
those who havc thic fortitude to bear the suffering lie will rcquirc
of thcm.

Of the two cxtremcs tic latter is uidoubtcdly prcerable, but
ncithcr will attain that high dcgrce of success which lie attains
w0ho posscsscs ii his composition these clements nicely balanced.
Somc one has vell said, Il Thcre arc thrcc ways 'ou may try ; thcrc
arc tirce interests you have to consider ; and it will depend upon
the order in which you coisidcr tlcn how success vill be Iicasurcd
out to you.

"The first interest is your own, and it niay scen to you ti
grcatcst, while it is rcally thc lCast. Tihe second intcrcst is truly
greater, for it is the intcrest of your professional brothers; but tic
last is thc grcatcst of all, for it is the iitcrcst of your patient, and
with that is eternally rclated the interest of the art you practise."

The intcrcst of the )aticnt thcn should be our first consideration
whîei lie or shc prcscnts hiiscif or lierself for our examination and
advicc. It is lere that our conscience should have full play.

WVc have nany things to consider and in a mcasure decide,
such as the physical ability of our patient to endure a certain
operation, ler fimancial ability to compensate us for it, our own
ability to properly p)crform it, and what under ail the circumstances
of the case would be best for our patient.

To extract a tooth whichî, by reasonable carc, skill, and paticnce
on our part, and a willingness on the part of the patient to bear
the necessary discomfort and give us a suitable fee for our services,
could be savcd, is in the highest degree rcprchensible.

The sterilizing of instruments. How much that is important
and far reaching is contained in these four words! How much of
happincss or miscry, lifc or death even thcy nay contain, according
as they arc observed or neglccted.

To use mouth mirrors, forceps, trays, rubber dam, burs, and
other instruments in the mouths of different patients vithout flrst
thoroughly cleansing and sterilizing cannot be too severcly
condcm ncd.

WVhen ve think what a hot-bed of gerin-life the mouth is and
the sceming carelessness of so many dentists, ve wondcr that
discases are not more often than they are communicatcd in this
way. I have been amazed wlen visiting dental offices to see
forceps put back in the case without any attempt bcing made to
clcanse them. And lov often are burs and excavators used with-
out cleansing and without the dam. It secms to me that the


