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Sonte prople may argue that if any depre-
ciation of sced wheat had taken place an-
uually, even i a most renote degree, during
the thousands of years wheat has becu hnown,
it would have entively run out.  But this
view of the cage really only strengthens the
stpposition, as during the time of the Pha.
raohs the yicld of wheat was innneuse, and
the quality then callivatedisnot now huown,
Smee that time an bnmense number of new
varieties of wheat have continually appeared,
and in their turn been tried, found probtic,
and after a certain term of trial sunk into
disuse, from the fact that they did not con-
tinne to yield or that other new
would yield Letter.

vavictics

The American publications are full of pufts
of varions kinds of oats that will y teld eighty
to nmety bushels per aere; but we must
take these statements cautiously, if not scep-
tieally.  Yet, of my own knowledge, Iam
aware of a farmer at Lucan, in the London
distriet, who rased last year cighty to ninety
bushels of Russian oats per aere.

The subject of improvement is not neces-
sarily confined to expending large amounts on
artificial manures, which few people can af-
ford in Canada, and which manures may only,
after all, e requisite to enable our worn-ont
and depreciated sced to bear, by extrastimu-
lant, a reasonable crop.

When T see, again, as arale, new land of
the same quality as that formerly found to e
so productive when sown with our poorest
seed wheaty, produce with its former ccrtaiuty
as hC'IY) “rops as we wseld {o obtain, thirty
to forb} _yeurs since, at which time forty
bushels {o the acre on good new Jan. coulid he
calculated on with reasonable certainty, 1
will then say that farming in Canada docs
uot suffer from depreciated seed,  These ob-
survations ouly apply where the crop is not
injured by nndge, and as a comparisun with
new saud now sown with the sane wheat and
under the same circumstances as formerly
found to he suecc..nl. Ol worn-out land,
so called, would be no fair comparison,

We are all aware of the fact that all imn-
ported animals depreciate and  degencrate
here, and require renewal, and some years
since the same observations applied even to
the vines grown on this continent, and we
well know one-half the crop of potatacs ean
not now be raised as formerly. 1 have my-
self many times in England, forty years since
raised 500 bushels of “ Monk™ potatoes to
the acre, and scen my friends with heavier
crops than even these; this kind has long
since run out.  No such quantity can now he
obtained, unless we take the recent statements
of crops from the ¢ Iarly Rose,” which we
see $0 extensively putled on the other side of
the lakes. T planted potatoes in new land in
(amada many years sinee, nearly every yoar,
and g0 did my neighbours, and we always had !
at least 300 bushels per acre if they were
well and early put in and on good land; but

land is the most that can be ordinarily relied
on.
we must louk for the remedy clsewhere before
we attempt the production of heavy crops by
an eapenditure of artiticial manure to each
acre of about one-fourth the value of the
land.

When the Siberian wheat was fiest intro-
duced, great ceops were oblained from jt;
the yield gradually got less and less, until
now little is sown. The same observation
will apply to Fife wheats at first it yiclded
wonderfully, espeeially on new land, but now
no such yiells can he abtained, althougth the
wheat has lost none of its attributes, sofaras
resisting rust is concerned.  Golden Drop
has shaved the same favour and same fate.
Club wheat hax passed throug  a similar or-
deal, and we might with reason attribute the
loss of erops, or yield per acre, to our depre-
ciated land, were it not for our new land,
which must be the same as formerly, and on
which we obtained such good yiclds; but on
which no «uch yield is now obtained. As 1
said before, if we are compelled to continue
to grow the same wheat seed, and if this seed
will not yield without increased stimulants, in
the shape of artificial manure, why, of course,
we must use them, and obtain them the best
way we can; but T trust we are not yet in so
sadaplight.  If 2 mevchant is compelled to
purchaschis goods at ahigher rate, heequalizes
his profits by charging higher; Lut the bushel
of wheat has a value here in Canada entirvely
irrespective of its cost of production, and if
we only get fiftcen bushels of wheat to the
acre, we are by no meansable safely to cal-
culate on donble the price it would be if we
cbtained thirty bushels. Nor is the price
necessarily materially influenced if we do
grow thirty bushels instead of fiftoen, as we
often with gounl crups obtain as high a price
as we do when vur ecops are about one-half,
our markets Luing governed to a great Jde-
gree by the crops of other countrics,

In another communication I think I can
reasonabiy put the above case, so ag to pro-
duce conviction in any reasoning mind that
there are other ways of regenerating our
lands without the enormous expense of avti-
ficial manures, C.
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Harvesting Bariey.

t s 2 point of importance to cut this crop

s Ijust: al the right time, which is known by

the cars beginning to draop and turn over
against the stems, which will then be of a
yeHowish colour. Barley is so extremely
, Mable to shell out whenever it becomes over-
[ ripe that much loss may result to the crop
from putting off the cutting of it for eventwo
or three days.  Generally it can be cut with
a reaper, and if eut when about half-ripe, it
may lic in the swath a day or {wo hefore
being raked up and cmried to the barn.
The straw being less flinty than that of
wheat, the crop becomes verytliable to

of late years 100 bushels an acre from now'lodgo, especially if heavy rains and high

winds occur when it is in bloom. Should

There is some reason for all this, and | the crop stand up fairly at harvest time, it

in the best plan to have it bound in sheaves
and shocked at once. ‘I'bis, however, is
rarely done, most farmers preferring to leave
it in the swath, and rake it into small cocks
before being earried to the barn. "This
requires less labowr and trouble, but re-
sults in more loss than if the crop were
bound and shocked at once, and should a
wet season come the barley in swath or cock
will be apt to become much discoloured and
damaged, while ifinshock it can be capped at
once on the approach of rain.  One thing
ought particularly to be attended to, and
that is, not to allow the different qualities to
get mixed together in the mow, orat thresh,
ing time, A very little of it may get disco.
loured by rain, and this thrown in along
with the rest, spoils the marketable appear-
ance of the whole crop. Better keep that
which ig clean and bright separate {rom the
other, in order to get & higher price for 1t.
Buyers are much more particular in select-
ing qualities in this grain than any other,
and alittle care and judgment at barvesting
and threshing times may put a good many
extra dollars in the pockets of the grower,
———— e O

Haymaking in England.

The English, as a general thing, com-
menee cutting their grass in the first week
of June, but on good forward meadows com-
mence the latter part of May, and generally
finish about the middle of July, and there is
almost every season an interval of three or
four wecks before harvesting grain com-
mences, as the middle of August is about the
time they commence to cut,

The cause of the haying and harvest com-
ing in here hoth at the same time, can be
laid to two causes—VFirst, the Americans let
their grass stay altogether too long before
they cut it, as it is hay long before they
think of cutting it; and, secomdly, the
seasons in America are so short and forcing
that the neglect to cut the grass when it
ought to be done, and the hot sun which
forces the grain to maturity so much quicker
than in England, is, I think, the cause of
hoth coming in at the same time,

With regard to the quality of the hay, the
English is decidedly the best, for it is cut so
much greener and e a steadier sun on it,
taking three or four days to cure, and they
take so much paing with it that when it is
ready for the barn or stack, it is nearly as
bright in colour as when it was cut. The
chicf, if not the only cause 1 can sce why
the Americans do not cut their grass before
the sap is dricd up, is that labour is so high,
and it would take so much longer to make
that it would not pay them, and so they
would rather haveit harvested in the quickest
and cheapest way, according to their ideas.
—Cor, Country Gentleman,



