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bee has been. and still is, a question in which
every apiarist and queen.breeder is interested
in, notwithstanding that some claim they oare
nothing for bees only for their honey-gathering
qualities. It is but natural to the m>st of us to
want something uice, or that which is the beat ;
hence the labor and enthusiasm of tha past in
trying to make the Italian bee the standard of
excellence, or * Apis Americana.” Inthus try-
ing, most of those who were interestei have
claimsd that the Italian bee was a pure race,
while some of our bzst writers have claimzd that
the Italian bae was oaly a variety or thoroaugh-
bred bee, the same asthe variety of sheep called
Merino, or that variety of cattle called Devon;
or with sw~ine, the Barkshire variety. Those
wh7 balong to the part clai ning tht the Italian
raoe of bees is pure, have lived t> see the pro-
geny of queens imported direct from Italy vary
all the way from a worker whose outlines re-
garding yellow bands were so slim that they
were scarcely disczrnable, to those best speci-
mens which show th: three yellow banis so
clearly and distinciy taat no one n:ed make a
mistake; while the same bre:d in shis couatry
has 85 deteriorated that it shows no bands atall,
or has 85 far advanc :1 over the b2es as imported
from Italy that the first four segm :nts of the ab-
domen are oae solid yellow, with the fifth seg-
ment showing as much yellow, on the best spe-
cimens, as is usually szea on the third segment
of the imported stock. It ssems to me that this
should be sufficient to prove to any one that the
Ttalian baz is not & pure race but only a variety.
To thoss who have watchad this improvem:nt
as to color in tha I:alian bee, and fully taken it
in, the words of Capt. Balstien, uttered in the
sixties, com: home in great force, where he
writes from thz native home of these bzes and
says:—“No snow clad Alps or Chinese walls
have kept the different races of bs3s fro m inter-
mingling in ILtaly.” [[ quote from memory, not
having tim2 to huat it up,] and also the words
of ‘ Father Laagstroth,” which wers written
about the same time :—* There is every reason
to believethat th: Italian b:e is itssif a hybcil.”
Those familiar with our earli:r ltcratare also
remember of the exp:rim:nts mid:ia crossing
the black or Garman b:e with th: Silvery
Egyptian, by which the fourth or fith oross
along that line brouzht forth a bee which no
man could tell from the [talian. Tne fact that
the Italian has been improvel a3 to color, with-
out in any way crossing them with any other
. race or varietyy also shows that they are only a
throughbred. If we take the German b:e in its
purity we find the queens and drones so constant
in oolor that out oi hundreds of specimens not

one can be found having the least variation i8
color, 80 that in thesebees we have queens which
will daplicate themselves as to color every time:
Without my taking time to describe the quees$

 of the Italian variety, all who are at all conver”

sant with them know that they vary from queens
as black as any black queen evar seen. to thosd
whose abdomen is a handsome orange yello™
clear to the extreme tip. If these bees were pure-
why this extreme variation as to color of th®
queens and drones ; for the drones vary fully a8
much as the queens. The most constant colof
in all yellow bees is found in the Cyprians, th®
queens of this race nearly or quite duplicating
themselves every time, so that if there is a puré
race of yellow bees I should say that such wast0
be found in the Cyprians, hence I would namé
the Egyptian, German and Cyprian bees as theé
original races as far asI am acquainted with
bees. Taking this view of the matter, (which
view I am confident will be proved daring futur®
generations to ba the right one,) our queatio®’
will read :— Can Italian bees have more tha®
three yellow bands?"' To which I answer ye¥
They can not oaly have three bands, but they
can have six in a few years, it the improveme?
a8 to color should continue as great during tho
next ten years as it has duriag the past decade
Nos only canthsy show what is termed six yello?
bands, but the abdomen can become a solid y’l'
low its entire length, the same as some of the
best spcimens of queens and drones now 4%
There is nothing impassible with any animal 0,“ '
vegetable that is hybrid, or that will « sport:
But the question naturally arises, are these y°“
low bees as good for honey gathering as the
darker Ilalians ? Where prop:rly bied, I can 50
no difference in favor of either along this 1io®
Admi:ting bath to be alike as to honey gatheﬁn‘
qualities, we fiad the reason why the yello
bees are 80 eagerly sought, in the thought o
pressed in the beginning of this article, th
“ most of us want something nice,” and besd!
is & thing to b: desired, where we can havé
withoat lessening other valuable qualities. S0
gzem to think that these yellow bees have

bred 1n-and-in more than any other bees, b"
this is, I think, & miatake. There were pled
of four banded bees as early as 1871 in an api :
near m:. These bees were crossed with ot
four banded bess from apiaries in the west, a9
these in turn crossed with very yellow Italiﬂ!
in the south-west; and so the crossing of ¥
yellowest bees in the United States has b":
kept up, till we have to-day bees in the N;“
World whose abdomens are three-fourths a # Ug

yellow, and yet so far as I oan se: they are
as good honey gatherers as thoss bzes formef



