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bee has been. and still is, a question in which

every apiarist and queen-breeder is interested
in, notwithstanding that same claim they care
nothing for bees only for their honey-gathering
qualities. It is but natural to the mast of us to
want something nice, or that which is the best ;

bence the labar and enthusiasin of thi past in

trying to make the Italian bee the standard of
excellence, or " Apis Americana." Inthus try.

ing, mast of those who were intereste i have
claimsd that the Italian be. was a pure race,
while some of our best writers have claimtd that

the Italian bae was only a variety or thorough-
bred bee, the ame as the variety of sheep c alled
Marino, or that variety of cattle called Devon;
or with s -vine, the Berkshire variety. Those
wh- balong ta the part clii ning th tt the Italian
race of bees is pure, have lived t see the pro-
geny of queens imp>rtel direct from Italy vary
all the way from a warker whose outlines re-
garding yellow bandi were so slim that thev
were scarcely discernable, to those best speci-
mens which show th- three yellow bande so
clearly and distincly taat no one ned malke a

mistake; while the same breed in shis country
has sa deteriorated that it shows no bands ait all,
or has sa far advan. - I over the bes as imported
from Italy that the first four segrn5mts -f th. ab-
domen are one salid yellow, with the fifth seg-
ment showing as much yellow, on the best spe-

cimens, as is usually sen on the third segment
of the imparted stoak. It seeme to me that this
should bi sufficient to prove to anf one that the

Italian bale is not a pure race but only a variety.
To those who have watch-id this improvement
as to color in tha lalian be, and fully taken it

in, the words of Capt. Baistien, uttered in the

sixties, coma home in great force, where lie
writes from th- native h>rne of these bces and

saye -"No snow clad Alps or Chinese walls
have kept the different race; of b-ss fra m inter-

mingling in Italy." [1 quote fram memory, not

having time to hunt it up,] and aise the words
of " Father Langstroth," which were written
about the same time :-' There is every reason

to believethat th* Italiai b e is itself a hybri 1."
Those familiar with our earlier I tLrature aiso

remember of the exprimuts mid, in crossing

the black or Grman be with the Silvery
Egyptian, by which the fourth or fith cross

qlong that lin. brought forth a be which no
man could tell from the Italian. Tne fact that

the Italian bas been impro ee l ai to color, with.

out in any way crossing them with any other
race or varietyî also shows that they are only a

throughbrei. If we take the Germ in bce in iti

purity we find the queens and drones so constan

in calor that out oi hundreds of specimens no

one eau be fonnd having the least variation il

color, so that in thesebees we have queens which
will duplicate themselves as to color every time.-

Without my taking time to describe the queeDO

of the Italian variety, all who are at all conver-

sant with them know that they vary from quee>

as black as any black queen ever seen. to thos

whose abdomen is a handsome orange yellao

clear to the extreme tip. If these bees were parie

why this extreme variation as to color of thO

queens and drones; for the drones vary fully as

much as the queens. The most constant colOr

in all yellow bees is found in the Cyprians, th@

queens of this race nearly or quite duplicatinlg
tbemselves every time, so that if there is a pur1

race of yellow bees I shouid say that such wastO

be found in the Cyprians, hence I would naII*
the Egyptian, German and Cyprian bees as the
original races as far as I am acquainted With
bees. Taking this view of the matter, (which
view I am confident will be proved during future
generations to be the right one,) our questiO"'

will read :-" Can Italian bes have more thaO
three yellow bande ?" To which I answer y1''

They can not only have three bands, but th91
can have six in a few years, if the improvene6t
as to color should continue as great during the
next ten years as it has during the past decade
Nos only can they show what is termed six yellOO
bands, but the abdomen can become a solid 1O'
low its entire length, the same as ome of tb

best specimens of queens and drones now d'
There is nothing impassible with any animal Of
vegetable that is hybrid, or that will " sport.

But the question naturally arises, are these Y
low bees as goad for honey gathering as the
darker It alians ? Where prop ýrly bil , I can 0*0
no difference in favor of either along this Uine
Admi;ting bath to be alike as to honey gatheri0g

qualities, we find the reason why the yelloe
bees are so eagerly songht, in the thought e
pressed in the beginning of this article, thi

" most of us want something nice," and bea0ti

is a thing to b* desired, where we can have t

withoat lessening other valunable qualities. SOOO1
seem to think that these yellow beses have boo

bred in-and-in more than any other bees, bO

this is, I think, a mistake. There were pleltl
of four banded bees as early as 1871 in an apio

near me. These bees were crossed with oth

four banded bees from a piaries in the west, a

these in turn crossed with very yellow Italiba
in the south-west; and so the crossing of

yellowest bees in the United States lias

kept up, till we have to-day bees in the
World whose abdomens are three-fourths a

yellow, and yet so far as I can set they are jII
t as goad honey gatherere as those bees fortul
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