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i li.ian somer ni any baby on the river, 'n'
a re' Iar chunk o sunshine, besides. I'd

bó wllin' ter pay her a little-suthin' for
.livi"n alonrside.* Theboy--,well,the boy
is a..extra-ordinary, boy. We got on ter-U gother 's slck as if we ,was twins. That
boy 's got idees, that's iwat he's got ;'n' he's

LiqSO%' lkely to grow up into - well, 'nost any-

* 5~ "If you thinik so, highly of 'orn, vhy
if)Aildon't' you adopt ý'em?"V asked Ms id

-: . . ' l,curbIy. " 'That,'s whait they seemî to think

"Iain't sure but I shatll," Mr.,Slocumi
responded .unexpectedly.. "Ilf you can'it

find a etter hm o e oehrs
ain't sure but I'l take 'em niyself. Land
sales ! if Rhapseny was alive I'd adopt'em

%l t.rquicker 'n think ; but narm won'ttake, to
'the idee very strong, I lon't s'pose,, 'n' sho
aii't mxuch on bringin' up *children, as 1
ken testify. Still, she's a heap better'n

WAJ9O brick asyluim with a six-foot stone wallue2te, ' \round it, vhen yer come to that.- But I
ta ~ ~b'lievo we ken do bottor for 'cm. I can

Sjsay to folks, 'See bere: here's a couple '
smart, han'some children. You can have
'cm for nothin', 'n' needin't resk the onsar-
tainty o' gittin narried 'n' raisin yer own ;
'n'whien yerconer rthat, yer wouldn'tstani'
no charneo o' gittin' any as likely as these
air, if yo dlid.' "i

, dThat's trueas the gospel !" said Samiain-
tha. It nearly killed her to agree with

himb , but the words iere fairly wrunxg from
lier upwilling lips by his eloquence and
wisdomn. iii a

"Well, we'l se what w c'an do for
'em," said Vilda in'a non-comnittal-tone;

w. .. 1" and bere they'll bave to stay, for all I sec,
tell we can get time to turn round and look
Y''emup a place."
, "And the way their edjercation has
been left be," continucd Mr. Slocum, " is a
burniin' shaime in a Chiristianl country. I
don' b'lieve they ever see the insidc of a
schoolhouso j I've learned 'eui more this-
nornin' 'n they ever hearni tell of befoi'e,

but they're 's ignorànt's Cooper's cow yit.
They don' kcnow tansy from sorrel, nor,!41e L i slip'ry elluni from ponnyroyal, nor bur-
dock fron pig-weed; they d'on' know a

S1 l1wiIl f dand'lion from,a iole in the ground ; they «
dcln' know where the birds*put up wheii itfcones on n&ht; they nover sec a brook

'afor, nor a bull-frog ; they iever hearin
tell o' cat-o'-niino-tails, nor jack-lanterns,
nor. see-saws. Land sakes ! we got ter
talkii' 'bout so many things that I clean
forgot thesumnmer-house roof.- But thero !
this - won't do for nie : I miust be goin'
there ain't no rest for the workin'-iman in
this country."

"If tbere wa'n't no work forii, le'd
be .wuss off yet," responded Saunantha.

"Right ye are, Sanianthy ! Look here,
heen'd you want that box you give me ta

b fix ?"
" I wanted it beforo hayin', but I s'pose

any tino before Thanksgiviii' 'Il do, seein'
it's you."y
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