"THE CATHOLIC. .

credly connecled, and so near to the first origin ofﬂmas proceed from tho -mouth -of <tho priests- and i
hristianity 2 ‘Tho same oUservation would apply ,biskops, even, if T mistako not, with: more unergy
to the Church of Jerusalum, of which the second jand spirit in the oriental Churches than in the Ro~
lishop, Stincan, was 129 years cld when crowned [man Church. Youhave beleld all the christians
with martyrdom, and the liturgy of which was ex-  of the world approachingthe altar with faith, fcur!
plained by St. Cyril te his neaphytes about the "and adoration. Such therefore was incontestabl, |
widdle of the fourth age, and. likewise to the, the belief of tho world, united with the general and
Church of-Lyons, where St, Ircnweus. disciple of jalmost daily practice of this.golden age of chrigl-‘
St. Poly carp, sealed the faith with his blood in 204, jianity. The liturgics® of every thing that bore t_be’
&c, Now-ila change of this nature could nothave  christian namé to the 5th cenlury and of every
buen eficeted in any- given Church, how are watv ”thingt}mt still bears it, excepting only xogrsclvcs,
concelbve it possible inthem all? How are we to, traco them in characters 2+ W and legiblo lhat.l
imagine, that, in times so pure & so.devoted to thecaunot conceive how any snan ol"fcnsc, who. is
ductrine of the apostles, inen could ever huve come solivitous fur his salvation, afier baving once read
toan uniderstanding to. change and corrupt that, them, should unt immediately abandon every com-
Aluntrine . that they could, fur the adopting of an, munjun, in which these dogmns. ave despised, that
unhieard of faith and novel practices, have vonuerted, he might unite lnimsclﬂ'o the faith of lh&pri.m_itivc
tugethar, in Italy, the Gauls 1.1 in Spain, inSyria Churc!g, become ?SSocnatgd to hcr-sncrgd Tliturgy,
and jn the hingdomsof Asia?  But thisis not all. fand join with her in adoring Jesus Christ present

Low are we to imagine that.the Nestorians, ,\v.ho'
appenred-at the precise time when tho liturgies

were first published, would have borrowed them

from the Church which cohdemued. their lieiosy,

instegd of retaliating upon her by reclamatjons

which they mght.reasunably have mado, and which

their interests would ot ‘have allowed -them to

forego? 1llow ate weto conceive again, that the

partisans of Xutyches would have followed the
same conduct, and {hat the numcrous encmies of
the conncil-of Chatcedon—the Jacobites, Copis-or

Syrians—would-have taken pride in celcbrating the|
catholic liturgies, notwithstauding so many.essential |
and manifest interpolations2 This suppcesition is
full of every thing so contriry fo the laws that
rulo tue beart of man, that it would be loss of time
to dweil any longeron the subject. As it caviaot
with any shew of reason be contradicted, nothing
remains but frankly and honorably to acknowledge,
that the unanimity, -and uniform agréement.of ali
the christians of the fiftli age, witbolit even a trace
of the most trifling reclamation, clearly prove that
the liturgies of that period must-faithfilly express
.the belicf.and.practice of the first ages.”

These ancientliturgies you have just beeir read-
ig—In them you havé every where discovered the
altar, the oblation, thé immolation of the -victim
and the unbloody sacrifice : every wherehave-you
found the invocation for effecting the change: of
substance, which, on the onc hand, supposcs the
real presence, and, on the other, commands our
adoration. From north to south, from east tv

!

under tho sacred specics in the august and adorable
mystesy of the Eucharist,

‘PARTICULAR-BELIEF OF TIHE PRINCIPAL
CHURCUILS RUSPECTING THL APOSTOLICITY|
OF THELIR L1TURGIES.

Is will be but just and-proper .to. commence by
the eminentand primitive church, in-which all the
others unite as 1n their centre.  Sec, then, in what
manner the Sovereign Pontifls have spoken of their
Liturgy . ** Who dues not know that what has
been left to the Church of Rome by Peter,and is
practiscd to the.present-day, ought to be observed
by all : that no one can add to it, or introduce any
thing ir‘o it without authority, or from any other
source: it being manifest above al things that,
throughout all Italy,in the Gauls, Spain. A frica and
Sicily, no Church has ever been estannshed, but
by those, to whom the venerable Apostle. Peter or
his successors bad confided the priestly admipistra-

tion of it 2> )
Gelasius, who occupicd the holy see frons 492 to

496, has left us a sacramentary bearing his naine,
which is the rhost ancient of any . that have come o
us in the Roman Liturgy. e has-arranged the
prayershanded down to him-by tradition, and has
also introduced some prayers-and prefaces of his
own, Following the opinion of the learned, we
must consider the sacramentury of Galasius asa
collection of what was read at mass .in the ‘Church
of Romefrom the tima of the Apostles, and of some
few additional prayers, which this saint thought ad-
visable to intreduce.

west you havé heard words expressing these‘dog-

* «] add, to what hathbeen already obscrved the
consent of all the christian Churches in  the world,
however distant from cach other, in' the prayer of)
oblation ofthe christian sacrrz"licc; in the holy Eu-,
charist or sacrament of the Lord’s Supper; which
consent is indeed wonderful.  Alithe anticnt wit-
aesses agree in thisform of prayer,. almost. in the
same words, but fully and exactly in the saine
scnse, order aund method ; “which, whosoever. at-
tentively considers; must be convinced, that this
order-of prayer was delivered o the several
Churches in' the very first ‘plantation .and satle.
ment of them.”  Bishop Bull’s.«¢ Some -important
Points of Primilive Christianily maintained and
cefended,”  London, 1714, Zod-Edit. Vaol, 11
“Serm. xiit. p. 553,

*There is notene of these autient Jifurgics which
together with the oblution andl sacrifice, does not
also mark out,and oflen in the same phrase, the
change of substance and -the adoration, . Bishop
Bull musthave been aware of this: yct ho passes
itover in silence. Xrom the uniformity of -the
liturgies, he infers with good rezason the apostolic
doctrine of the oblation aud $acrifice: but. ho re-
[rains from drawing the samé inference respecting
the changoe of sibslance and' the adoration! He
loudly proclaims the apostolicity of {hé¢ former,
whilo be conceals that of tholafter!  What tieihis
tongue and checks his manly progress towards truth?
Deplomble weakness of human nature? The ac-
kuovledgment of the whole trath woild .have ex-
posed himy to sacrifices, which be hiad not the cour=

. From Rome the Churches of Spain recaved the
Liturgy, as we learn from Innooent L. just quoted.
and also according 1o the tradition amony il
Spaniards, of which ‘Isidore, the .cclebrated and
learned bisbop of Sévillo, assures usin the follow -
ing most positive tevms : ¢ Tho order of the ma-e
together with the prayers by which the guls oficr
cd to God are-consccrated, was first inshituted by
St, Peter.”” We may add, that.he did it at then
sligation of St. Paul ; for Saint Glement, successus
of Saint-Peter; says in his letter to the Cotintbuns
that:the apostle, afler having instructed thie éa
announced the Gospel to the extremities o1 v
West, which will appiy to Spain.  'We know, 1
ther, from St. Paul bunself, that he projected thi~
apostolic course.  * When Lshall begin to take
my _journey. into Spain ** wrote he to the Ronans
*“ I hope that as T sha)l pass, I shallseayou.” Ane
alittle aflerwards: ¥ .yill .come by you wito
Spain,” It appears also that afier-this voyage St
Peter and St. Paul sent from Rome:-seven bishop~
into Spain, who extended the faith in that.vast 1de
'latrous country, aud there also sealed 1t with taw:
blnod, after having founded many-Churches sua es -
tablished the public.worship and:divine service ac,
cording tothe liturgy. of St, Peter, .

Popé Vigilius seat the ordei of the Rot.ug tuass
to Profatanus, bishop of Brague, that he wuijli se:
hoiy it was drawn up,. The council-of Bragne s
563 adopted it forall Spain, Now,.in the lctter ot
Pope Vigilius; the canon is called-by- excellence
the canonical'prayer: Sve there 1éarn thatit comee
down traditionally’from the apostles, .quen ez tra,
ditione cpostolica suscessimus ; that it was _san’
straight forward in every. mass and that theré . were
not diffeient canohs for different feasts, si¢ sef::j):;
codem tenore oblata Dio ntimera conSecramus : that
there were merely some additions made on cerlain
solemn festivalg by way.of commeimorating thens.
This testimony confirs-what has beon already
mentioned, that, according to'the Roman lmdjﬁ"o"n',
the canon, that is, the essential partof the liturgy,
came fiom the.apostles, :

The liturgy,-that.Pepin and Charlemaghe-caus
cd-to be putaside for the Romantite, was undoubts
cdly brought from the East into Gaul. We tome
tothis decision from its closé yesemblasice to the
oriental diturgies. Ttappears that St. Paul, bn-his
way from Rome to Spain; passed through-Gaul and
left bishops there, Crescentius at Vienne; ‘Paulat
Narbonne, Tropliimus in Arles. . Potbinug, 'f:x‘é‘é
bishop of Lyons, where he suffered-muarlyrdom
when upwards of nidety, wasa discipleof St. Polx.
carp : Irenxeus, his successor, came also from
Smyma, where e had been brovght upe, by ilie
samp apostolic man. “The lettor of the Chuscues
of Vienne-and Liyonstothose of . Asiaard Phryain
clearly shews tho relation - existing: between chns
tian Gaut and the East. This should sufice to shew
the origin -of -the Gallic-litggey and- s apostolicay
institution, becauseit<vas indubitably practised dnd
taught by ils first bishops. It is.indeed probable
that the apostles of Gaul:went to-Roms, and :flcre
reccived:authority from: Saint. Peter-or his succes.
sots. But this sanction.of the. Holy Sce did no

age to make,
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prevent them from forming the liturgy atcording to



