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of the Lord." This passagte is vcry rernarkable, anid we think
seldom understood. WVc take iL to refer to the inner revealing
or Iight of the Spirit, Nvhat we have desigrnated as experience in
wrhich the Corinthians w'ere, as Paul inforrns us, very ricbi, and
to describe thie effect of this cxp,-,rience on the perfecting of the
glory of the Christian chiaracter. We become like God as by
the Spirit we sec Him. Tiiose who sec God are purified by the
vision, thougrh there is another sense lu which it is only tho
pure in heart w'ho can thus sec God.

But while Paul thus clearly associates the perfection of
Christian character wvith the deeper experience of the baptism
of the Spirit, yeb we, perhaps, cannot say that he 'brings this
profounder work or experience of the SpirWts influence to a
momentary crisis or makes it, in modemn phraseologry, a distinct
blessing. hr s'ýti~gia i wtbst otaitsc
conception, but it is not speciflcaily so ýresented. With
St. John, howev.er, we think the case is somewhat difl'erent
Hie at least clearly separates the higher state of experience
of those who are perfect in love frôm thiat of those who
are not so perfect. And hie draws the distinction 'not
as a matter of character, but purely as a matter of expcri-
ence. Paul says, «g Charity suffereth long and is kzind, charity
envieth not," etc. So exclusively does hie judge of the per-
fection of love by' its uutcomc Ïi ckawracter, that even love itself
with hlm appears; as a character, one of the fruits of the Spirit,
rather than of the es'ýenee of the Spirit itself, the experience of
the Spirit's powver. Now, with Johin love is the experience, not
xnierely part of the character, but fihe eleic-t ini which u'e dwell.
Liy1lt and lore ie Chiristian experience as moral illumina-
tion, and the Chiristian experience as emotion, affection, stand
out unmnistalzably as a distinct conscious objeet of his thiought
in thé~ first epi-stie. And lie conteniplates that experience, in
its 2)CrJcct foriu, iniplying a lower and sornew'hat imipeifcct
forrn. The characteristie of thie perfect experience is, it "easts
out fear." Bondagre is an experience very clearly described
in Paul's -vritings-I as charactcristic of the lower religrious statu
of experience. Nowv, what are thc marks of this perfect experi-
ence, as described by St. John ?


