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5. A4 incasure of acquain tance ivith ClîurcL law and poliky. It i.. surely
net cnoughi thant young nmen, in preparition for the ministerial office, hienr a fow
lectures on the prineiples of' Church Government, with a sketch of' the
argument lield by Prozbytorians against diocesan Episcepacy, and cengregatienal.
Indepcridency. As a general mile, our students in Can àa, se soon ns tlîeir
Coflege course i-; coinpIctcd, pasa very rapidly throughi the intermedinte stqte of
probationers, arc ordaincd as pasters, and talze thoir seats9 in Session, Presbytory,
and Synod. IJoi many of tlein, whou they assumne thecir igents, have any sufl-
cient kcnowlcdge of Iaw and polity? 1 W do not, wish te judge our brethiren ; but
wo are sure that xnany of the younger ininisters in Canada have found themselves
called on te decide questions eof ecclesfiastical righit and policy, with a most sien-
der kznowvledge et' principles nnd precedents in the case. It is ne auswoer to, say,
that the senior ministors, cducatcd in Scotland and Irelandl, never received the
training which wo desiderate. \Ve writc in faveur eftI "retorm and prorgres."
Our wish is te see the rising race et' ministers equipped wvitlî sufficient know-
lcdge for the proper diseharge of tht-ir dutics ns rulers and administrators in the
house et' Christ. *We therefore huggcst, that thecy sliould bu int'ormed of' the
course of Chiurcli legisiation lu our own and other cclesiastical communities,
and especially bo caret'ulIy instru'cted in the teaching of Seripture respecting
the office-bearers eof the Ohurch, and in the powers, limits, practice, and
appropriate functions et' our ecclesiastical courts.

We trust that ne ene iih bu se unreasonable as te attribute te this article au
unkind or censerieus spirit. Vie have written from ne other motive tha-a an
unt'eigncd desire te, de service te the great cause et' ministerial education, wvhich
affects se intimately ail tise interests et' our Church, aud ivhich it is uccssary te,
review iu tho lighit both ut' past experieuce and of present wvants. That our ar-
ticle emits several momenteus 'desiderata,' wvc are pert'cctly aivare. WVe have
thouglit it superfinous te expatiate on tise need ef godly sincerity, pure mnotives,
prayerful habits, and a competent, acquaintance witls tise rccognised branches of
theological study; liccause these needs, in view et' tise evangelie mninistry, are
known and admitted on evcry side. Our objeet bas been to mention a few
points, that are net se gcnerally recognised, and yet tise negleet et' which May
greatly defeat in a modern cougregatien, the efforts and influence even of a
sincereiy pieus and iearned ministry. ,
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Perplexiug, unfortunate ehapterl By what perversity et' human will hast
theu been placed in se conspicueus a niche in the Chureh et' the living God ?
Vihat contreversies, conf'usions, disruptions, sehsism.s, weepings and wailings
amongst brcthren iu the Church thou hiast caused, lot tise world boar witness
for these thrc hundred years past at loast! For thy sake the Chiurci et'
our fathers has liko Job sat upon ashos and bemoaned lier sad and Jesolate


