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Qnd, actjon, they mll do mugh by king of gservige. But in the trans-

snoh a manper to illustrate thq true
character of Masonry, apd fo gain
halove and respect of their pgsociates.
In this way they will augment their
©own usefulness and that of the organ-
Fzation in which they have member-
ghip.—Freemason’s Reposttory.

PHYSICAL QUALIFICATIONS.

The physical qualifications of a
candidate for Masonry is a subject
£hat hag been muah disoussed by Ma-
sonic writers. While 2all agree to a
esriein extent, thera is & point where
many widely disagree. The trouble
seems to be to determine just how far
Grand Lodges have a right to legis-
iato upor the sgbject. All anthori-
#ies olass it as one of the landmarks
of Masonry, and all Grand Lodges,
w0 far as we are informed, so regard
it. The consfruction put upon it,
however, by all Grand Lodges is by
30 means the same. One can hard-
¥y take up & report of the proceedings
of any Grand Lodge without finding
the deocision of a Grand Master upon
thig subject. His decision, generally
approved by the Grand Lodge, be
otmes the law in that jurisdietion.
While some mainfain literelly the
ganoient charges requiring a candidate
tp be without blemish, others, nnder
$ho saving cleuse “that he mugt have
po maim gor defsct in his body that
sy render him incapable of learning
$he art,” put a more liberal construe-
$ion upon the law, and admit such as
gan comply with all the ceremonies
of Masonry., In this latler eclasg
qotably stands the Graund Liodge of
Indiana.

In Operative Masonry the ari to he
learned and the labor to bs perform-
ed required the best physical develop-
went. Regalations requiring men to
bo perfect'in all their parts were
wholesome and congistent, and their
epforcement was evidently for {.e
beut interegt of such an organization.
They would be equally so fo-day in
sp ipsfifotion requiring the same

formation "from Opérative to Speon-
lative’ Masonry, new designs bave
comé upon the irestleboard. Thé
work is 1o longer on timbers in the
mountains and stones in the quarries,.
nor does it require strong men to

perform it. ‘What Speculative’ Ma-

sonry tequires is braing more thah
muséle, mind and heart more than
fine physiqgue and brawny limbs. Im
a word, it is the internal aud not the
external qualifications of & man thdb
should recommend him worthy to be’
made a Mason. '
e gave expression to sentiments
similar to thesé recently in referring
to the ddcision of the Grand Master,
which was approved by the Grand
Lodge of Texas, that the loss of one-
half of the second middle finger must
prevent & man from becoming a Ma-
son. The editor of the Tezus Free-
mason endeavors to sustain the posi-
tion of his Grand Lodge by the ¢old
landmark” sargament that a single
change of & landmark, however slight
it may be, necessarily does away with
all landmarks. He tontends that if"
the Iaw is construed so os to admit &
man who has lost a part of one
finger, it must be constraed to admit
one who hes lost his right hand. B%
the same reasoning he might say tha
there i3 no difference between a can-
didate who has lost & toe nail and ofle
who haslost & leg. By the by, how
would it do to require the stewards to
look in the candidate’s mouth to be
sure that no tooth is missing?
" We have a high veneration for
landmarks. When in the right place
they are immovable, But they musf
stand the test of witnesses. If féh*’%
cannot be proved to be in the riglit
plage, they are moveable by propsr
aunthority. * Surveying was once onr
profession. We haye found man
established lpndmarks to be wrong,
a3 we vere able to prove by witnesses.
‘We had the authority to move them
info their proper place and did so.
Becansy an imcompetent surveyor
had planted astone in the wrong plade



