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ling to Lodge Humanitas as the contri.
;Exetri;ggof the Grand Lodge of Canada.

JURISPRUDENCE,

This department may be said, and truly,
to be one of the most difficult that a
Grand Master has to deal with. When
the brethren get into & real old-fashioned,
genuine sparl, it - requires the greatesi
care, prudence and judgment to set mat-
ters right again. I have had during the

ear severa) cagses of s most perplexing
character; but by judicious treatment and
the good sense and Masonic feeling of the
brethren interested, I have been enabled to
restore to harmony, where discord seemed
to be the ruling feature.

It would answer no good purpose to go
into detail, as the questions have been dis-
posed of and judgment given, unless re-
opened vy an appeal to Grand Lodge,
through the Board of General Purposes.
In one or two of these cases I was com-
pelled to act with great promptness, in
order that brethren should not suffer
through irregularities, and have the consti-
tution violated from wen% of kuowledge
how to act.

The Grand Master here gives in detail
the cases upon which he was called to ad-
judicate, bat as those are not matters of
general interest to the Craft they are omit-
ted from these columns.

DUES AND SUSPENSIONS.

This may be said now to be a burning
question, and one that affects every Grand
Lodge, more or less, upon this continent,
and I think in none more so than our own
town.

I bespeak for this subject a careful con-
sideration by the Board of General Iur-
poses at an early date, as suspensions are
becoming far too plentiful, Leing nearly
equal in number to our geins from all
other sources, judging from last year's re-
turn to our Grand Lodge. Iam of opin-
jon that & remedy can easily be founc for
this state of things. and would sugges a
genéral compromise by a payment of ¢ vy
ten dollars by all Masons whose date of
suspension goes beyond ten years, and five
dollars from those under ten years, and
under this arrangement the Grand Lodge
to relinquish their portion of the claims
against suspended Masons; and if, upon
enquiry by & committee from the several
Lodges, Masons are found whose characters
are good, and are unable to pay the sums
named, through poverty or distress, that
the claims against them be cancelled, and
they be invited to visit their respective
Lodges as formerly. In many cases the
dues have run on unpaid so long that it is
utterly hopeless to expect that they will
ever be settled but in some such way
as I propose.

Iwould suggest tha$ a system somewha’

,aimila.r to that adorted by some other

Grand Lodges be pursued, that is, under no
oircumstances can dues accumulate longer
than three years, and if not paid at that
period, by resolution of the Lodge, the
offending  brother be, declared ineligible
for office or to take part in the proceedings.
The above is the only punishment ever in-
flicted, unless able and not willing, and
then the member is dealt with for unma.
sonic conduct ; but, until such action has
been taken, his membershin 1 ever ceases in
the Liodge he belo .o tu.

Again, and I am done with this branch
of the subject. In this country and the
United States, there is a porfect rage for
what are called Masonic Rites and Degrees,
which at least proves that the want of
money 18 not the cause, at least with some,
thet Lodge dues are not paid. That being
the case, it seems to me it would not be
asking too much, and even insisting upon,
if we ng Craft Masons are expected to in
any way recognize these rites or grades of
Masonry, to ask that candidates should in
every instance be affiliated and in good
standing with some Blue Lodge.

I believe that if this suggestion was
adopted and carried out by the different
rites, it would have a most beneficial
effect in teaching all candidates for higher
degrees that ancient Craft Masonry was
the foundation of all Masonry, and as such
their members must maintain their con.
nection with thet body.

CONDITION OF JMASONRY,

This branch is very properly left to the
D. D. G. M.s to report upon; their know-
ledge of the Oraft, from a constant super-
vision, and & residence in the respective
Districts, gives them an onportunity for
observation that cannot possibly be obtain-
ed by any other official within our juris-
diction. I therefore bespeak for these re-
ports a careful pernsal and consideration.
My own experience, go far as T have been
able to judge from the visits I have made,
is that the lodges are well up in the
esoteric work, and that the time has now
arrived, in my opinion, when some atten-
tion should be paid to the exoteric, in the
shape of lectures upon the principles of
Masonry, its objects and aims, together
with the duties and obligations resting
upon themselves and the brethren gener-
ally. These and kindred subjects will
well repay the time spent in the prepara-
tion by the Masters and Past Masters of
our Lodges, and the brethren greatly in-
terested and benefited thereby.

WARBANTS SURRENDERED.

In this connection I desire to call the
attention of Grand Lodge to the correa-
pondence that hastaken place between the
Secretary of the Grand Lodge of Manitoba
and this Grand Lodge with reference to



