
FARM ING

thia of our Royal Agrcultural Society -with its
i 1,000 or i2,000 subscribing mlîemnbers ol the
highest class -lias been held and is over. I do
nit propose to ileer to it ii genleral, as it is iiich
ike Ile oidiiary agrcultmial exibi>t ouas ot otiher

culiiitries, except thiat it is imtch larger and, lier-
haps, lias the very best live stock wlich is ever
sec. I desire, however, to refer to one or two
iew mnventions whirchl up to-date Canadians shoild
kiow about. In the first place, two new creai
separators were shown for the first tnie. One is
namied thle "MNelotte," and it is clmmned that it is
the lbest in the market. As it was not entered for
any of the silver inedals given for " new impile-
nents, etc.," I prefer to say nothing about it.
Possibly it will conpete with olde inakes at coin.
ing shows, and tleinî I shall sec what it cani and
can lot do. The other creai separator is naied
the "Centrator" and, unlike the Melotte, it entered
for one of the iedals referred to and, what is
miioie, won it. It is claimed by the iakers (and,
haviig iispected the machine, I see no reason to
doubt the claim) that the Centrator is easily
worked by a boy (im the siallest sizes) ; that it is
ioderate i prce ; and that it can be easily
cleaced. The iakers, however, say that it sepa-
rates the creani so perfectly that im the separated
imik-there reinaims only .05 to .oy per cent. of fat.
If tis is the fa':t then the machie lias a future,
and older ones will have to look to their laurcls.
l'rtefessors Reh'crtson, Dean, etc., would (lo well
to epiquire into 1 t iatter. ''he British ag lits
are Nlessis. Vipan & Hleadly, of Leicester, Eîng-
land; but it enanîates piîm:narly (soim, I uider-
stand, Swedcn, the borne of another first cl.iss
separator.

.\inither useful, small, and ine.\peinsive article
f('r the dairy farier was a nilk straner. Thi, is
prced at 14s., and I was informed that the sedi-
ment, which is arrested, cannot be forced through,
whilst the finest dirt is stopped. The makers i
th;s case are the l3airy Supply Cunpany, tf Lon-
don, and, as the strainer received a niedal fron the
judges, the farier and dairy-bacteriologist niay
assule that it possesses exceptional ment.

Threce other niedals were also awarded, viz , to
.Mlessrs. R. Boby, Keyworth, and to the Monorail
P'ortable Railway Company. These firmus showed
respectively : (t) A machine which separates plan.
tan, or nb, grass from clover seeds-a nost useful
invention , (2) a barrow seed-drill for broadcast
sowing, and which users of such niîght find it ad-
vaitageous to enquire further about , and (3) a
very cheap forn of railway plant, in which the
power required is extrenely small.

By the middle of August the British Parliament
will be prorogued until next January or February,
the usual date for opening. Nothing has been
done this session, so far, for the agriculturist, and
little or nothing is expected. Ireland, however,
as usual, will, by August, be placed on the same
footing as the rest of the United Kingdom in the
matter of local government. Agriculturally speak-
ig, the Irsh farmers have advantages and privi-

leges not possessed by any other tenant farmers
under the face of the sun ; and if the pohtical agi-
tators would leave them alone they would be
happy. But in all countries there are agitators
who iake discontent, and Who fatten on it.

Agricultural Illustration Stations in
France.

'l'here are about four thousand " exanple " or
"illustration " plots of land in France which are
uîsed for agricultural experinients. It costs about
$6o a year to operate one of these plots. The
land is usually given free of cost either by a private
farmer, who is glad enough to have it tiiled for
him» according to the best methods, or by the
local agricultural association. Manufacturers of
agricultural inplenents lend the newest machines
free, and in this way the illustration plot becomes
a sort of trial station for testing the productions of
rival naiufacturers. The local farmers give the
labcr free for the cultivation of these plots, and
the s:ate, the county councils and the agricultural

associations contribute lietwecei thent towards the
cost or the best seeds and maitures, which the
professor ir iiitiuctor in charge iay aipprove.

The lield lniinîsbes, as !t were, a lecture ground
for the professoi, who is able to tise it as an illus-
tration and Pr of of lis theories at each stage of
the seasons. Tihe children of the local primary
schouls and those of the upiper prniary schools
are also brought to tie illustiation plots in connec-
tion vith their course in agricultural tcachinig. 'hie
plots are usially placed on the imiost accessible
spot availalle-generally by the side of the most
frequeited road-and on a notice board is dis.
played a wnîttenî descnîpion of the varous kinds
of crops which are bemng tried, or the special
mletlio(ls of feeding which are beng adopted for
the stock which inay be kept in connection witi.i
the plot.

As will be seei the lerench plan for conduct.
ing illustration plots is not uilke Professor
Rohertson's schenie for establishmîg "l illustration
stations" im Canada. Ii his proposed plan te Gov-
ernmeînt is to assume the responsibility of their
maitenance and operation, while in the French sys.
teimt indiidual fariiers and local organizations as-
sume a sliare if niot aIll the responsibility, the Gov-
crnmiîîent, ot sore central auîthority, perhaps, over
seeing the work. Thouglh it may be necessary im
the successful carrying out of the schieme to have
soue central authority assume complete control,
we aie iiclineid to the opinion that the Frencht
plan of securing the co-operation of individual
f.rmers and local organi/.ations would lelp to
make it more popular and more effective. Ii fact
we took this siew wlen discussing Prof. Robert-
son's sciene a month or two ago, and pointed out
that im carrymig out the scheme for illustration sta,
tiuns in Canada the Governient slould secure the
assistance of and itilize the various local and pro-
.incial organîizations already existing for the benle-
fit of the farmer.

'fTe la of utili,.ing the stations as is done in
Fr.anice, in connection with the study of agricul.
ture in the Public Sclools, shotild commend itself
t) those who are interested in the advaticemient of
igticultural cducation in this country. If there
wsere a Place of this kind in every cointy or
clectoral distnct to vhich the classes taking up
agriculture in the 'uhlic Schools could be taken,
say once a ionth, for a practical demonstration of
wshat cat lie done by better methods of farming, a
distinct advaintage would be gainîed for agricultural
education in the rural schools.

The Farmer Should Count the Cost.

In conversation with an intelligent farner froi
Western Ontario recently, he stated that soie
years ago he had an opportunity of renting his
farm and going into soie other line of business.
Before deciding definitely in the matter he con.
cluded to experiment a little while and find out
what he was really making out of his farm. He
accordmngly kept track of every item that was
spent upoi the household and wlat it cost to lîve,
with the result that bis farn was not rented, and
lie has lad no desire to leave it since. Though
offered a good rental, and in addition a good
salary to travel in the agricultural implement line,
this farimer concluded that he would make more
money to remain on the farni.

There is a valuable lesson in this for every
farmer in the country. A great many, who leave
the farin to engage in other pursuits, never stop to
compare the cost of living on the farm and away
fromi it. As a rule the farner does not miss what
lie and his fanily eat, as the bulk of it is grown
on the farm ; but, if cash lad to be paid out for
every item of food as well as clothng, many a
farmer would be more contented with his lot than
hc is at the present tnie. The man living in the
city, evenî on a fair salary, is not as well off as the
average farnier if everythmg is taken into account.
Rent, heat, water, light, food, etc., have all ta be
paid for in the cty, while the farmer can get the
larger share of these without any cash outlay. It
would be welf, therefore, if everyone who contem.

plates leaving the farn would stop a moment and
cout the cost.

The World's Wheat Yield per Acre.

'lie following tabulated statenent of the yield
of the world's wheat crop, taken froni the Mark
Lane Express Almanac for 1898, opens up a wide
field for thought .

liustels per acre.
" Great Britain .... ...... .... 30

New Zealand.... ............... ..... 26ý
M anitoba............................ 191
Ontario.......... ................... i31
Tasiania............................ 18
France... . ... ..... . 17
New South Wales.......... ...... .. 15
Victoria............................. 12h
United States........................ i2
Queensland.......... ....... ....... ii
West Australia. . .. ..... . . .. ... i 5
Italy............. ... ........... loi
Gerrnany...... ..................... lo-
Indlia............................ 9-
Russia .......... ......... ...... .. 8
South Australia..... ................ 7

The most striking feature of this table is that it
is not the newest and most virgîim soils which gise
the largest yields per acre. With the exception
of New Zealand, Great Britain is far in advance of
any of the other great wheat-growing countries.
This is the more surprising when we consider
that, in Britain, the same land lias been under
cr oistant and intensive cultivation for centuries
almost and before some of the wheat.growing
countries of to-day were eveni thought of. People
have been accustomed to talk so hopefully of the
virgin prairie and fertile lands of the West as the
place where big wheat yields are produced. Re-
fesring to the above table, we find that the yield
per acre for Manitoba is only r9 4 bushels per
acre, as compared with 30 bushels for Great
Britain. Even Russia and India, two of the
world's greatest wheat producers, do not produce
within one-third of what is produced in Great
Britain per acre.

But let us come to Ontario. Comparatively
speaking she stands up pretty well on the list, but
is still i i 3j bushels per acre less .than Great
Britain. Is there not food for thought in this
comparison, and may we not well ask the reason
for it ? The time was, when Ontario averaged as
much per acre as Great Britain does to-day. Why
does she not do so now ? The answer evidently
is that the Ontario soil is not as productive as it
once was, and that there is not sufficient nourish-
ment and fertility in the land to enable it to pro-
duce as formerly. The system of farming carried
on in this province is not such thtat serves to con-
serve and restore the fertility in the land.

If the same systeni of farming were followed in
Great Britain as is followed here and in other
countries the above list would soon be changed,
and instead of finding Great Britain at the top of
the list we would soon find her at the very bot-
tom. It is because the British farmer practises
intense cultivation, a regular rotation of crops and
purchases largely of artificial fertilizers that he is
able to keep up and restore the fertility on his
farm, and produce more bushels of grain per acre
than any other land in the world. Farmers in this
country frequently say that it does not pay to buy
manures for the land. But we fail to see why it
would not pay the farmer here as weli if not better
than the farmer of Great Britain, who lias ta pay
high rent and compete with the whole world in his
own market.

The Cattle Trade in the Western States.

Mr. W. P. Dickenson, a prominent cattle drover
of Fairbury, Nebraska, was in Toronto last week
visiting friends. He reports the live stock inter-
ests in the Western States as having been very
brisk during the past year or two. Kansas City,
San Jose, and Omaha, are the chief shipping cen-
tres for Nebraska drovers. The business is donc
on a somewhat different basis from what it is here.
The representatives of the great packing bouses,
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