AGRICULTURE

most qucrelous ObJCC(OP to tlu, present par-
simonious system could desive.  Assist, then,
the Boards of Agriculture at T'oronto and Mon-
treal in commencing the formation of an exten-
sive Agricultural Muscum, worthy of the cause
and the comtry (an object, by the by, contem-
plated in the present Agricultwal Act) and let
these bodies import, and cavefully test, the most
necessary and improved mechinery and imple-
ments ; a procedure that would not fail of pro-
moting, in a high degree, the advancement of
Improved IImLamIry. Again, enable these
Boards to import, on an extensive scale, the
variovs tproved breeds of cattle, horses, sheep.
swine, §c., with a view to their dissemination
over the country.  Ir a number of the different
breeds of stock were introduced, and fairly trivd,

in various localities, under dilterent circum-
stances, as they could not fail to be, the present
much vexed questions as to the sorts best suited
to this cauntry—its climate, soils, and markets, |
—would be in a fair way of being set at rest in

the most convincing and satisfactory manmner,
The carrying out of these oljects, which, we
think, come legitimately within the range of the
Bureau and Agricultural Boards, w mdd require .
a sum of money sulliciently large, we suspect, to
satisfy the expectations of the wmost ardent ad-,
mirers of doing these matters on 2 magrificent
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scale.

As the Burcau is but the ercction of yester-
day, if’ the Minister bas erred in exercising cau-
tion and strict cconomy in commencing the
Departinent, most people will feel inclined to
regard it as a mistake on the right side. We
recommended the DMinister in this Journal, as
soon as the Department was established, to exer-
cise caution, and not attempt too much at fist.
The work was, and stili is, an experiment, and
if pradently carried out, we have no fear but the
result will be satisfactory and beneficial to the
country at large. Tt s dangerous and delusive
in matters of this kind to confound mere haste
with healthy progress.
tality is devised and set in motion for the benefit
of Agriculture, or indeed any other great inte-
rest, must have suflicient time fov efiective opera-
tion.  "The Minister has already, we understand,
collected a number of interesting and instruetive

Whatever instrumen-

1ets, rcl.\hv to the actual progress made hv in-
. lual settlers in diffevent parts of the Pro-
viace, which he intends using as materials for
cheap tracts for circulating among the people of
the Tnited Kingdom and the Continent of
Europe. Mr. Kirkwood, who is now in Eu-
vope, in connection with the Bweau, is, we see,
publishing some interesting lefters in the leading
Dritish journals, in which several of these facts
are incorporated,—a proceeding that cannot fail
to draw public attention to the capabilities and
claims of this country. It is a notorious fact
that the people at home know much less of
Canzda and the North American Provinees than
of the more distant Southern Colonies. Now
the Minister of Agriculture has already com-
menced a system of communication with Emi-
gration Agents, &e., at home and abroad, which,

“if only followed up with cnergy, caunot fail to

benelit this country very materially.

In dealing with so important an interest as
Agricuiture, in Parliament, all personal and par-
lv feeling ought to be buried in the patriotic de-
"sire to promote the welfave of the country,—a

result, the benefits of which, are shared by all.
Whoever puts forth an effort, whether with his
head or his hands, to improve Agriculture, is a
benefactor of his country, and a ce-operater
with his God ;—who, in the administration of
his natural government, has no respect of per-
sons or parties, but causes his sun to shine and
rain and dews to descend alike upon all,—the
evil even as well as the good. Agriculture in
Canada is steadily, if not rapidly jmproving, and
there is no circumstance which the country would,
in the ead, more deeply deplore, than having any
portion of our present improved system for aid-
ing its progress, impaired or interfered with by
a captious party spirit.  Whatever difference of
opinion may be conscientiously held respecting
the general policy of our present Colonial Min-
upon the principle of “lhonor o whom
s due)” we hesitate not to say, that
il we thought that policy one unbroken serie$
of unmitigated evil, we would place to their
cvedit 2ie formation of @ Government Depurt-
nent of Agriculture. Whatever parties may
be destined hereafter to occupy power, if only
common prudence and energy—with a moderate

istry,
honor



