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talian becs arc as much disposed to rob as
he black, if not more so ; but the assertion
hit they cannot be kept near stocks of black
ees, without robbing then of their stores, is
rroncous. Mr. Quimby, who has liac excel-
eut opportunities for testing this point, has
aid enough to convince any unprejudiced
ee-keeper that they may be safely kept in
lose proximity to conmon becs, and my own
cxperience perfectly agrees with his.
3. The Ialian bees will work upon t/te

econd crop oj red clover.
Three years ago I had 12 swarms of black

ees early in June, to threc of which I gave
talian queens. The hives were tolerablv well
lIed with conbs by the black bees, but be-
ore the young Italians began to gatlier stores
lhe loney harvest was nearly over. In
ugust the state of ny health preventeci nie
i naking any observations, but a member

f My family noticed that while the three
lonies with Italian queens were working

igorously, the other nie were doing very
ttle. In September I found that the Italians
id their wnter's supply, while the best of
e others had only a few pounds of loney,ie season proving one of the worst that I

ver knew. The black colonies were broken
p, and the bees added to other stocks, while
he Italians wintered in good condition. I
m now satisfied that the Italians obtained.
eir August stores froin the second crop of
d clover. Last August I noticed the Ital-
ns working vigorously on th red clover,

nd saw very few black bees upon it. Mr.
. W. Taylor, of Hulmevile, Bucks Co., Pa.,ho has been so successful in rearing these
tes. wrote ie last summer, that his becs were
Iling boxes and franes witli lioney gathered
.oi red clover, while th black becs in bis
.cinity .were doing nothimg. Other persons
ave written to me to the sanie effect.
In regions where buckwlieat is not much

ultivated, and where fall forage is scarce, this
eculiarity of the Italian becs will in some
asons nake the differcece between a hand-
me profit and a severe loss in bec-keeping.
While it is truc that somne foreign writers

ave asserted that these becs will work upon
e rcd clover, I have not met with any state-
nit that they scarcely notice the first crop,

)ut confine their operations almost wholly t
he second crop. or seed clover, whicl blos-
ois wlien the white clover lias passed out of
>loom, or yieids little, if any loney.
I will state, as a niatter of interest to bec-

:eepers, that the threce Italian colonies before
lentioned producedm te the second season 350
ounds of honey, and one large swarm.

L. L. LANGSTRoTII.

Oxford, Butler Co., 0., May 29, 1863.

TORONTO GA.DENERS' IMP.ROV'-
LMENT SOCIETY.

The regular Monthly Meeting of this Society
took place on the 17tlh uit.

Present-Messrs. J. Fleming, S. Ashby, E.
Townsend, C. W. Latvton, G. Vair, G. Tattle,S. Turner, C. Young, G. Leslie, A. Pontig, B.
Love, II. Iefris, and J. Foirsyh.

Mr. S. Ashby ni the Chair.
Mr. Fleming exhib:ted eut flowers of an ex-

cellent variety of Gladiolis, a very showy plant
at this season of the year, likewise some Fuchs-
ias and Asters whicl were very hue, also a Ver-
bena that he imported last season, named
Foxlhunter, which promises to eclipse any of the
varieties yet out, a distinct scarlet of stron'-
habit and a free bloomer, in short all the pro-
perties of a first-class verbena.

Mr. J. Turner also exhibited a few very fine
flovers, amongst others an excellent collection
of Liliputian Dahlias. which he seems to excel
in growing to perfection.

The subjects discussed were the culture of
Orchard-H'use Fruits, and the successful grow-
ing of the Dahlia. On the former subject Mr.
G. Vair read the subjoining paper, and was
followed by others in an equally instructive style,eliciting nany practical and useful suggestions

On the culture of the Dahlia, Mr. Turner gave
an outline of his mode of treatnent for the sea-
son. In raising his young stock-if roots were
pleitiful-he would prefer plants obtained from
dividing the roots to struck cuttings, as he
thouglt they would be found to grow stronger
and bloom earlier and freerer than from cut-
ings. The time of planting out would be from
the niiddle of May to the first of June, much
would depend upon the season and forward state
of the plants.

The soit best suited to the Dahlia lie believed
to be a moderately rich sandy loam not too re-
tentive of moisture, the situation partially shad-
ed from the n.d day sun and sleltered if possi-
from higlh winds.

When the tops are destroyed by the early
frosts ta the autumn lie would eut thein down,not too close to the roots, which may be aliowed
to.remain and ripen well in the ground as long
as the weather will permit, choosing a fine day
herore severe weather comes on to take then up,allowing them to dry in the sun, and then stow
them away for the winter. An open shelf un-
der the stage of a greenhouse, or a dry airy
cellar where the frost eau be kept out will suit
the purpose well. After some farther remarks
by other membeis of the society the meeting
adjourned.

J. FonsYTH, Sec.
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