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the food for a future generation of three millions
pnd a half of people.  Like a vampire, it hangs
upon the breast of Europe, and even tne world,
Eucking its life-blood witnout any real neces-
sity or permanent gain for itself It is im-
Eossible to magine that such a sinful distur-
ance of the Divine order of things should be
hllowed to go on for ever with impunity ; and
s'the time will probably arrive for England,
earlier even than for the rest of Europe, when,
with all its wealth in gold, iron, and coal, it
will not be able to-repurchase the thousandth
oart of those essential conditions of life so friv-
' olously wasted for centuries past. I am fully
; conscious that nearly all practical agriculturists
. jnsist upon the implicit correctness of their
f;nethods, and that they are filled with a helief
" inthe permanent fertility of their estates.  This
circumstance it is which makes people so in-
zdiﬁ'crent to the future, so far as it depends up-
on the produce of agriculture; and thus it has
zprobab]y been with all nations who have
rought about their extinetion by their omis-
ions and commissions. No political wisdom
iwill be able to protect the States of Europe
Jgainst a similar fate, unless both peoples and
govemments should be at length prevailed
{pon to pay a due amount of attention to the
growing symptoms of an impoverished soil—
1o the solemu warnings of history and science.”

BRIEF NOTES ON THE HISTORY
OF BRITISH AGRICULTURE.

Agriculture as an art goes back to the very

ezinning of the human race, as we are in-
&rmed by sacred history, that our first parents
ere placed in a garden to dress and to keep if,
nd that of their first two born sons, one was a
{ keeper of sheep,” and the othera “tiller of the

ground”;—-thereby indicating that at the be-
¥

inning, this ancient art was divided into the
wo great departments, viz: tillage and gra-
Fing, in which it has continued to the present

ay.

%t 18 not a little remarkable that an art so an-
cient and indispensable as Agriculiure, upon the
uccess of which mankind in general depend for
heir daily bread, and the raw material which their
ngenuity works up into articles of comfort and
rnament, should, durmg the earlier and fur great-
r period of its growth, be absolutely without a
Eistory. We are depndent for the very limited

{

nd imperfect knowledge we have of this impor-
ant pursuitl for several thousand years, to mere
neidental allusions hy ancient writers, and the
symbolical representations that have been dis-
rovered in works of art. One would have natu-
rally imagined that a pursuit so essentially con-
nected with the physical existence and well being
of mankind, constituting in fact the only solid
hasis of the wealth and independence of nations,
would have fouud ready and trathful chroniclers
of its state and progress, in every age, by all
'taces at all removed above the condition of

harbarism, Historians, however, not only in
ancient—but also in modera times, have been
too prone to limit their investigations to the in-
trigues of cowts, and deeds of war and rapine:
80 that in vain we look to their works for any
full or satisfactory information relative 1o the
inner life aud industrial progress of the people.
In this respect Agriculture has shared the com-
mon fate of the other industrial arts; an ex-
tremely scanty knowledge of the state of which,
up t9 a cowparatively recent period, we can
ounly acquire by a patient eollection of here and
there an occasional reference by writers of the
ancient and medieval periods of the world’s
history, and what has been preserved and dis-
covered of the remains of the industry and arts
of preceding ages.

That most singnlar and interesting country,—
Luzypt,—whose history goes back to the infancy
of the race, we learn was not only the cradle of
the sciences, but also the granary of the world.
And although we can form but very imperfect
notions of the condition of our art among the
ancient Greeks, from the meagre information re-
specting it that has come down to us in their
writings, yet there is reason for beleiving on
good authority, that a considerable number of
authors among that polite and learned people
treated of the subject of Agriculture, but that
their writings have been irrecovorably lost.
The Greek mind, however, was far more specu
lative and less practical than that of their suc-
cessors,—the Romans,—of whose agricultural
knowledge and practices very interesting and
trust-worthy information has come down in the
works of their puets and historians. No one
can impartially consult the Roman bucolic wri-
ters without receiving a conviction that that
valorous people were far advanced in this prac-
tical art, and that in a number of important par-
ticulars their writings will favorably compare
with similar productions of modern date. In-
deed, if the practice of the ancient Romans
reached the standard laid down by several of
their rustic authors, we can hardly, in the pres-
ent day, be said to have got much the advance
of them in several important operations of prac-
tical husbandry. And to this adventurous peo-
ple the modern nations of Europe are greatly
indebted for their literature, civil polity and arts;
including particularly thet of agriculture.
Wherever Rome carried her victorious arms,
and planted her eagles, she planted also her arts,
and taught ruder nations,—our own loved
Britain among them,—the principles and prac-
tice of improved husbandry.

Pliny informs us that Cresinus, an ingenious
but humble Roman husbandman, by superior
knowledge and industry so far suvcceeded in
raising greater crops, and therefore obtaining
larger profits then most of bis countrymen, that
the envy of his neighbors became so much ex-
cited that they brought this accusation against
him :—*That by sorcery, charms and witch-
craft he had transported his neighbor's fruits,



