
$ides affording an asylum for lunaties, Iyiag-in
wornen, and children -who are deserted by. theie

parent,s.
The Bettering Ilouse is a kind of workhouse,

uhere employment and support are provided for the
aged, the destitate, and the féendless,
- Philadelphia bas the lionour of giving to man.
'kind an. example of the adviantages fo, be derived
ftorn the wise,' liumane treaiment of- criminals.
By the neiv penal laws adopted in -this city, soli-

fary. confinement (on. sorne. few. occasionsý for
twenty-oiieyears, but (renerally.-for.a-mucli shorter
period,' proportioned * to tlie'nature ùf the crime,

and the beliaviour of the offender') is the severca
punishment inflicted on îiny delinquent except a

malicious.. murderer, ý%vli.P atones for his crime by
bis. death.- Nothing cati be better contrived for
the design. than. the gaol,, whieli is a spacious
building,. of cornmon . stone. It is.fitted up with
solitary. cells,. eacli apartment being- arched fo

pFevent-the coiumanication-of fire. Behind the
building are extensive yards, which tire secured

by lofty walls. The awful silence of the place
(for n-ot, a. word is sufféred to -be spoken; not a

lau,<,h,. or the voice of mirth is to bc Iteard ; but
a melancholy solemnify pervades the.- wbole.)
affected the sensible mind of Arthur- dee.plyý bc

sqtieezed my h -and in bis, which 1 felt was in-.a
cold damp, as wé passed tlirough the long ranges

.of cells, and shuddered at tlie sound of our foot-
Steps;


