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-sides affording an asylum for lanatics, lying-in
women, and children who are deserled by their
parents. ’

The Bettering House is a kind of workhouse,
where employment and support are provided for the
aged, the destitute, and the friendless.

_ Philadelphia bas tlic honour of giving to man-
“kind an.example of the advantages to be derived
from the wise, humane (reatment of: criminals.
By the new penal laws adopted in.this city, soli-
tary. confinement (on. some few. occasions; for
twenty-one years, but generally.for.a-much shorter
period, proportioned to the nature of the crime,
and the behaviour of the offender,) is the severest
punishment inflicted on any delinquent except a
malicious. murderer, who atones for his crime by
his death.. Nothing can be better contrived for
the design. than. the gaol,, which is a spacious
building,. of common.stone. It is fitted up with
solitary. cells,. each apartment being arched, to
prevent: the communication of fire. Behind the
building are extensive yards, which are sccured
by lofty walls. The awful silence of the place
(for not a. werd is snffered to -be spoken; not a
laugh, or the voice of mirth is to be heard; but
a melancholy solemnity pervades the - whole)
affected the scnsible mind of Arthur deeply; he
squeezed my hand in bis, which I fclt was in-a
cold damp, as we passed through the long ranges
of cells, and shuddered at the sound of eur foot-
steps,




