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upon it as quite natural and justifiable. After all,

this second theory of inconstancy rested upon the

first theory of supposed love, and that upon guesses

and surmises, so that the whole edifice was just as

shadowy and unsubstantial as it could well be.

But then ît is curious to, see how much eal torment

people manage to, extract fýom visionary ubles.

While bis neighbours were still at Moose Island

Mr. Leigh received two letters from. Maurice. The

first not only did not contain the usual note -gnelosed

for Mrs. Costello, but there was not the slightest

message to, or méntion of, either ber or Lucia. Mr.
Leigh examined the letter, peeped into the en-

velope, shook the sheets apart (for Maurice-ls writ.

ing filled much space with few words), but found

nothing. The real explanation of this was simple

enough. Maurice had w-rit'ten bis note to, Mrs.

Co-tello, and then, just as he was going to put it

in the envelope, was called to bis grandfather. In'

getting up from the table he gave the note a push,

whieh sent it down into a wastepaper basket.

There it lay unnoticed, and when he came back,

just in time to send off bis letters, he fancied, not

seeing it, that he had put it into the envelope,

which accordingly he closed and sent to the post
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