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THE COAST-KOOTENAY ROAD.

The Columbian thinks that *‘ the Fed-
eral government, looking at the question
from a broad Dominion standpoint, have,
not unnaturally, perhaps, considered the.
building of the Crow’s Nest Railway to
be more important, at this -time, than
the Coast-Kootenay line.”” We must
confess to eome surprise- at the halting
and hesitating manner in which this ad-
mission is made. It is the endorsement
of one who would oppose the plans of
the Federal government if he dared.
For ourgelves, while it is no part of the
policy of the CorLoNIST t0o pose as an
apologist for the Liberal ministry,
we have no hesitation in saying that the
construction of the Crow’s Nest Railway
is, at this time, of very much greater
importance than the Coast-Kootenay
line, and we will give our reasons for
thinking so.

The. successful exploiting of the low
grade gold ores of Kootenay depends
upon cheap transportation charges to
smelters, and it is a sine qua non, when
one talks of erecting smelters in Koote-
nay that coke and coal shall be available
at a lower figure there than now.
The Crow’s Nest Railway will ensure
this, and the extension of the Columbia
& Western Railway to Penticton will ex-
tend the benefit of this cheap fuel to the
whole mining region. These roads will
likewise open very rich districts and
lead to the very rapid development of
Kootenay. It isof prime importance that
everything should be doneat the earliest
possible day to develop the resources of
Kootenay, and we maintain that the
Crow’s Nest Railway and the Columbia
& Western will do more, and very much
more, to bring about this result than the
Coast-Kootenay Railway.: The present
condition of Kootenay would not war-
rant the construction of a line from the
Coast unless there was a certainty of
great permanent advancement. We con-
cede that no argument, except a finan-
cial one, can be,made against the con-
struction of roads covering the ground
between Lethbridge and Penticton, and
one from the Coast to Penticton simul-
taneously. Upon this point we are pre-
paredito go as far as anyone ; but we have
no hesitation in saying that, having re-
gard to the interests of the whole of
British Columbia, present as well as
future, if a choice has to be made, as to
which shall be first constructed, between
the coast portion and the interior portion
of: the line that will inevitably be built
from Lethbridge to the ocean, we would
choose the interior portion. And there
is this additional reason, namely, ‘that
the impetns which the Crow’s Nest and
Columbia & - Western will . give the
Kootenay country will render the con-
struction of the line from Penticton to
the Coas$ a matter that can only be post-
poned for a very short time,

The Columbian, as we would very
naturally expect, seeks to throw the
responsibility for the postponement of
the Coast end of the road upon the
provincial government. We quote what
it says: d

Had the_provincial ‘government con-
centrated their railway aid, during the
late session, on this scheme—instead of
scattering and dissipating the greater
part of that aid among their pets,
Rithet and Heinze, and clitting off the
Coast-Kootenay: scheme, as they did,
with the mere mockery of assistance—its
immediaté eonstruction might have been
assured, and we would have had much
better arguments with which to insist
on effective Dominion aid than we now
have. !

It is annoying to- be compelled to dis-
cuss important issues with a  paper
which is unable to approach them in any
other spirit than this quotation evinces,
but we must deal with things as they
are. It ought notto be difficult to dis-
cover a manner of approaching this
great subject which would not sgver of
the corner tough or the cross roads
grocery barrel. But let that pass. We
have in this quotation a statement that
‘“we’—whoever we may be—would
have had better arguments wherewith
to approach the Dominion government
than at present if subsidies had not been
given to the Pentiction-Boundary road

~,and the Coast-Cariboo road. In reply
“to this we have thig proposition to make.
Either the Columén knows that what
itsays is untrue and has deliberately
stated an untruth, or it is' tod ignorant:
. of the facts of the cage to make its opia-
ion worth a moment’s consideration.
We shall establish these points and the
Columbian can hang itself on either horn
- of the dilemma which it finds the more
‘comfortable. -

We will take the second proposition
first. What are the facts which ought
to bave been within the knowledge of
the Columbian before it ventured to deal
with , this question at all? First, it
ought to have known ‘how much of the
subsidy -provided for in the loan bill
wag applied to any other line than that
from the ‘Coast to Kootenay. The Sub-
sidy Act provides for a loan of $2,500,-
000, Of this amount $924,000 is for the
Coast-Oariboo railway, and the whole
balance of $1,676,000 is available for the
Coast-Kootenay road. Wesay the whole
balanée for this reason: The distance

and if on actual survey it'nhould prove

to be 394 miles—4s it may prove to be,
for no one knows how many miles it
would take to cross the Hope Mountains
—the whole of the balance of the loan
would be available for the sabsidy. Not
a single dollar ‘was directly or indirectly
given to Mr. Heinze; but we shall not
quibble over this, for the reference is” to

the subeidy for the, approximately, 100

miles. from Penticton to Boundary
Creek. - This is notsa diversion of the
subsidy from the Coast-Kootenay line,
but & distinct grant in aid of it. Hence
we say that if the Columbian did not
know that its statement that the greater
part of the subsidy was diverted from
the Coast-Kootenay line was absolutely
without foundation, it -is inexcusably
and - disgracefully ignorant. Further,
it ought to have known that there never
was the slightest reason for anyone to
suppose that the Minister of Railways
would recommend a subsidy for a line
from the Coast through the Hope
Mountains this year under any circum-
stances whatever. We state this as a
fact that was known to everyone that
did not purposely ‘shut his ears and eyes
to what :was going'on around him, and
for proof we refer to the speech of the
Minister already published in the CoL-
onist and the Vancouver World. If the
Columbian did not know this, it is de-
plorably ignorant of current events in
the political world. In view of the
fact that the Federal government
never had aily intention of - subsidizing
the line through the Hope Mountains to
the Coast this yvear, it follows as a mat-
ter of course that if the whole of the
$2,600,000 subsidy had been offered to
the Coast-Kootenay road, no Dominion
subsidy would have been' forthcoming
and the project would stand just where
it does to-day. .

Second, if the Columbian knew that
only a little over one-third of the pro-
posed railway loan was specifically ap-
plied to any other purpose than a line
from the Coast to Kootenay, and if it
also knew that the Minister of Railways
was unfavorable to subsidizing a line
through the Coast mountains this year
or for some time to come, not even re-
garding the feasibility of such a road as
established—and with that knowledge
attributed the postponement of the
Coast-Kootenay road to the alleged ac-
tion of the Provincial Government, in
diverting the greater part of the new
railway loan from the Coast-Kootenay
line, it has placed itself on record as
wilfully and- deliberately publishing
what it knew to be untrue.

We leave it to its choice of the alter-
natives above presented.

- The Times of this city follows the lead
of the Columbian in the above as in
other absurdities, Now, we have a few
questions which we would like the Times
to answer. .Itis supposed to be, or thinks
it is, in the confidence of the Federal
Ministry. Will it kindly reply?

1st. Did the Times or any one connect-
ed with it ever hear the Minister of Rail-
ways or any one in a position to speak
for the Dominion government say or in-
timate’ that' the government would be
prepared under any circumstances what-
ever to grant aid this year or at any fixed
date to a railway from Penticton to the
Coast?

2nd. If the'Times or any one connect-
ed with it ever heard anything of the
kind will it give the time, place and
particulars of such statement or intima-
tion?

3rd. Does not the Times know that
the Minister of Railways discouraged
the expectation of such a subsidy, and
that he frequently declared himself not
to be satisfied that a feasible route could
be found through the Hope Mountains?

4th, Did the Times or any one else
ever submit to the Provincial govern-
ment any claim or evidence that the
Dominion government was prepared to
grant a subsidy for the road from Pentic-
ton to the Coast? o
[ Bth. Does the Times know of any com-
pany or organization that has ever sub-
mitted to the Provincial government or
the Dominion government evidemce of
ability to construct the line from Pentie-
ton to the Coast on receipt of the Federal
and Provincial subsidies?

6th, Did not the. Provincial govern-
ment- ask .the -legislature to grant,-and
did‘not the legislature grant, to the road
from the Coast to_Penticton every dollar
of subsidy that the promoters of that
line asked for, and does not “the Times
know that these promaters have publicly
expressed their satisfaction with the aid
extended to them?

Let the Times answer these questions
manfully and truthfally if it knows how
to.do anything manfullyand truthfully.
When if has answered them we shall
know better how to deal with its absard
claim that the - Federal government has
been. influenced by the action of the pro-
vincial government to postpone the
granting of aid to the line from Pentic-
ton to the Coast. We shall know then
whether such a pretence is the inven-
tion of a perverted judgmert or a de-
liberate falsification.

If the Dominion government can see
its way clear to subsidize the road to the
Coast, by spreading over the whole line
the amount to be given to ghe Columbia

WILL IT DARE ANSWER?

The Timesdeclares the questions which
the Covonist put to it lagt night * point-
less and silly.”” The Times is simply
‘afraid to answer the questions. If it did
80 truthfully it would stand condemned
out of its own mouth. If it did sc' false-
ly, the falsehood could be proved in five
minutes. As the Times refuses to
answer the questions put to it, we now
agsert affirmatively what we asked yes-
terday, and challenge it to disprove
what we say:

1st. Neither the Times nor anyone
connected with it ever heard the Minis-
ter of Railways or anyone in a position
to speak for the Dominion government
say or intimate that the government
would be prepared under any circum-
stances whatever to grapt aid this year
orat any fixed date to a railway from
Penticton to the Coast.  ~

2nd. The Times knew that the Minister
of Raiwaysdiscouraged the expectation of
such a subsidy, and that he_frequently
declared himself not to be satisfied that
a feasible route could be found through
the Hope Mountains.

3rd. Neither the Times nor any one else
ever gubmitted to the Provincial govern-
ment any claim or evidence that the
Dominion government was prepared to
grant a subsidy for the road from Pentic-
fon to the Coast.

4th. The Times knows that no company
or organization ever submitted to the
Provincial government or the Dominion
government evidence of ability to con-
struet the line from Penticton to the
Coast on receipt of the Federal and Pro-
vincial subsidies. )

5th. The Times was aware that the Pro-
vincial government did ask the legiela-
ture to grant, and that the legislature did
grant, to the road from the Coast to
Penticton every dollar of subsidy that
the promoters of that line asked for, and
the Times knew that these promoters
have publicly expressed their satisfac-
tion with the aid extended to them.

We add that having known these
things, the Times, when it asserted that
the Dominion government ‘‘took their
cue from the Provincial government”
in regard to the Coast-Kootenay line,
printed what it knew perfectly well at
the time was absolutely without the
slightness foundation and that it stands
convicted before the bar of public opin-
ion of base and dishonorable falsehood.
The Times has in its treatment of this
matter simply given -one more proof of
its utterly unreliable character when it
deals with its political opponents.

THE INTERCOLONIAL_ RAILWAY.

e

The announcement of .the Minister of
Railways, made yesterday, of the terms
on which the Intercolonial railway will
obtain'a right of way into Montreal will
excite much criticism and a great deal
of comment. The proposition is to pay
a rental of $210,000 a year for 99 years to
obtain a right of way over existing rail-
wdys from Chaudiere Junction to Mon-

Bridge across the St. Lawrence and the
Grand Trunk. As our Ottawa corre-
spondent pointed out, this is substan-
tially equivalent to a capital expendi-
ture of $7,000,000. It is, therefore, a
matter of the utmost gravity, and we are
not surprised to learn that the state-
ment of the terms created considerable
of a sensation in the House of Com-
mons.

The proposed bargain is strictly a mat-

|| ter of business and its merits must be

judged from its results. Mr. Blair has
taken a serious regponsibility in sgreeing
t> burden the revenue with $210,000 an-
nually in addition to the present deficit
on the operations of the Intercolonial,
which, for the year ending June 30th,
1896, was $55,187.58. He must expect
to be able to add upwards of a quarter of
¢ million dollars to the net earnings of
the road, for there:will hardly be any
warrant for incurring this new respon-
sibility unless the result will be to wipe
out for good and all Intercolonial deficits.
It will be interesting to learn the basis
from which he has reached the
conclusion that such a bargain is war-
ranted  from & business point of view.
Until the whole case has been stated n6
one is in a position to form any very
definite opinion in regard to it.

A little explanation of the railway
sitnation in respect to the Intercolonial
will aid CoLoxisT readers to form their
own opinion as the discussion of the sub-
ject progressés. The Intercolonial rail-
way is primarily a line from Halifax to
Ohaudiere, Quebec, a distance of 678
miles, but the various branches of the
road bring the total mileage upto 1,15641¢
miles, of which 123 miles ‘are wharf
branches, leaving 1,142 miles of earning
mileage. The distance from Chaudiere
to Montreal via the Drummond, County
railway and the Grand Trunk is 154
miles, of which 29 miles from Moose
Park to Chaudiere remain to be built,
making the whole distance from Halifax
fo Montreal over the Intercolonial and
these lines 832 miles.

The Oanadian  Pacific has running
rights over 275 miles of the Intercolonial,
that is from Halifax to 8t. John, From
8t. John to Montreal the distance is 481
miles, 200 miles bging agross the State of
Maine. The distance by the Canadian

from the head of Bute Inlet to Quesnelle (& Western, as the Times has sug-|Pacific and Intercolonial, that is the
is accurately known, for it has been sur- {gested, and if this will secure the
veyed, and it id 231 miles, which at construction of the whole line, no one

$4,000 a mile would call for $924,000.|will be better pleased than the Corox-|the advantage of the Canadian Pacific| describes the situation between t
The route from English Bluf to|msr. But railway buildingis first of all jover the Intercol¢nial between Halifax

Boundary Creek has not been sur- a practical matter, and we must look a
veyed, but has-only been estimated, it from a practical standpoint.

mileage over whigh the C.P.R. runs its
own trains regularly is 756 miles, Thus

t and Mantreal is 76 miles. On through complicated, and says *° the end is not in
{ business over so long a line this difference . #ight.”

treal, with the right to use the Victoria{ Railways before the railway committee

Hawaiian government and Japan as very
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would not prove a serious ‘drawback as
the Intercolonial is a'very well built and,
especially through New Brnnswick, a
very straight line, and excellent time is
made over it.

The Intercolonial already has connec-
tion with Montreal via the Grand Trunk
the distance'from Chaudiere to thatcity
over the G.T. R. being 174 miles, againet
154 miles over the proposed new route.
Mr. Blair’s plan will, therefore, shorten
the route from Halifax to Montreal 20
miles, and give the Intercolonial a
through line under its own control over
the whole distance, instead of Liaving to
transfer freight and passengers destined
for the Candadian Metropolis either to
the Grand Trunk at Chaudiere or the
Canadian Pacific at Quebec.

It may be mentioned in this connec-
tion that the whole Intercolonial rail-
way system has,cost Canada up to date
$65,267,044.63; to which it is now pro-
posed to add an annual charge equival-
ent to $7,000,000.

The gross earnings of the Intercolon-
ial in the year ending June 30, 1896,
were $2,957,640.10, or nearly $2,591 per
mile. The working expenses were $3,-
012,827.62 or $2,638.20 per mile. With-
out knowing the details of, the arrange-
ment with the Grand Trunk we cannot
estimate upon the increase of operating
charges which the 154 miles to be added
to the system will necessitate, but as-
suming that it will be in proportion to
the charges on the rest of the line, and
adding thereto the rental to the two
companies, we find that the earning
capacity of the road must be increased
$616,283 a year or nmearly 21 per
cent. in order to prevent the
operation from being a losing one.
A 25 per cent. increase in traffic, over
the whole line would meet the proposed
rentals, wipe out the deficit and leave a
comfortable balance to the credit of the
road.

We give these figures for the purpose
of showing the exact nature of the ar-
rangement to. which the ministry seeks
to commit the country. As will be seen
it is a business proposition pure and
simple, and the discussion of the meas-
ure in the house will undoubtedly .cast
some light upon its merits in this re-
gard.

THE DUTY OF THE HOUR.

The CoLonisT suggests that the mem-
bers from British Columbia, and espe-
cially those who support the adminis-

in touch with the ministerial policy,
would have acted with good judgment,
if, when they found that the subsidizing
of the Coast-Kootenay line was out of
the question this year, they had direct-
ed their efforts to securing such conces-
gions in freight rates as would enable
the farmers, fishersfen and lumbermen
of this Province to send fruit, fish and
timber, and our importers to send British
goods as far East as ‘Winnipeg, at least,
at & reasonable profit. We gathered
from a remark made by the Minfster of

that freight rates will be arranged on
such a basis that the Coast cities can
build up a trade with Kootenay.

The preferential tariff would, if such
an arrangement can be made, prove of
very great advantage to British Colum-
bia. British goods could be brought
here in sailing ships, and this city and
Vancouver might become distributing
points for such goods for a very large area.
It is wisdom to accept things as they
amp and make the best of them, and we
suggeat to our representatives at Ottawa
that they skould cease from useless op-
position to the railway policy of the ad- |
ministration and devote their energicsi
to securing for the Provinca the moet |
favorable freight rates possible‘to Koote-
nay and the prairie country. This is
their plain duaty at this critical hour.

Just at the present writing appear-
ances indicate that Spain and the United
States may have serious trouble over
Cuba. Inthe present condition of pub-
lic opinion in Spain the government will
hardly dare yield to pressure from Wash-.
ington. On the other hand if the United
States takes the position foreshadowed
in the dispatches, and Spain declines to
agree to it, we cannot see how the Presi-
dent can avoid going a step further, and
such a step will lead to the brink of war.

Ax absurd story is circulated in Lon-
don that the Duke of Teck is preparing
to gobble up the best part of British
Columbia by a royal charter. It is
hardly necessary to say that the Duke of
Teck’s company, as it is called, is asking
nothing whatever - from British: Colum-
bia, and is:simply ‘a transportation and
commercidl company, not asking to
‘gobble up ” anything, but only seeking
an opportunity to get into Yukon and do
business there.

Many favorable comments are made
upon that excellent piece of virtified
brick pavement in front of & part of the
Five Sisters’ block. Its excellence is the
more marked in contrast with the very
roughand really dangerous condition of
the rest of the pavement at that very

tratian, and hence are, or ought to be, |.

important corner. Cannot something
be done about this? And speaking of
the sidewalks, how long are those peril-
ous and unsightly cellar doors to be per-
mitted to disfigure our business streets?
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