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AN UNHAPPY EFFORT.

The Times, in discussing the Speech
from the Throne, could not resist the
temptation of introducing Dominion
politics. Its efforts, however. to make a
point were not more successful than
usual. In fact, we might even go to the
length of flattering our contemporary by
gtating that we have known occasions
upon which it has done better. Com-
menting on this paragraph :

During the past year the yield of
crops was much larger than usual; but
I regret, however, that owing to the low
prices of the produce comin% into com-
petition with that of our farmers the
season’s operations have not been as
profitable as I would desire to see.

It says: “This will be pleasant
reading for the gentlemen who talk so
much of the value of protection to
British Columbia farmers.” It does
not require reasoning powers of a
very high order to conclude that if
the farmers with protection are
getting low prices for their produce,
owing to competition with foreign-
ers, they would be very much worse
off without it. We all know that in
British Columbia the principal competi-
tion comes from the States of Washing-
ton, Oregon and California, where ‘farm
products have been so cheap that they
barely save the farmers from starvation.
Take away the protection we have and
our farmers would be as badly off as
their neighbors to the south. During
the recent campaign Mr. Templeman
and his supporters when among the
farmers were very careful to steer clear
of talking against protection, and in
fact spoke like good disciples of the doc-
trine.

This blowing hot and cold on free
trade and protection, sometimes advo-
cating one and then the other as politi-
cal exigencies would seem to dictate, is
one of the many weak points in the

" political armor of the Liberals. The

chameleon may be said to be steadfast
in its complexion compared with these
gentlemen.

BE LOGICAL.

We are glad to see that the Victoria
Times has begun to be reasonable on the
Manitoba schocl question. In Monday’s
issue it says:

The Manitoba government and legisla-
ture have not in later days contended
that the minority had no right to appeal
to the federal aunthorities for redress of
what they considered a grievance, or
that the federal authority had no power
to hear the appeal and act upon it. No-
body would think of offering any such
contention in theface of the Privy Coun-
cil’s second judgment.

This is sound and sensible. If, then,
the denominational minority has a right
to appeal under the constitution; if the
Federal Government has the power to
hear that appeal and to act upen it, and
if the Parliament of the Dominion is the
tribunal appointed by the constitution
to decide upon the minority’s appeal,
where does the invasion of provinecial
rights come in, and how can Manitoba,
with any approach to truth, be said to
be coerced ?

Does not our neighbor see that the
Constitution of Manitoba makes provi-
sion for just such appeals as the minor-
ity has made, and points out exactly
how the appellants are to proceed in or-
der to obtain a redress of their griev-
ance? In presenting their appeal they

-are acting strictly within their rights,

and they are not encroaching upon the
rights of the majority. The Timesmust
:see that in making the admissions it
does it gives the case of ‘‘coercion”
completely away. .

But, says our contemporary, “ The
dispute arises over the attempt of the
Dorainion Government to stretch the
Privy Council’s judgment into a man-
date, when in point of fact it only grant-
ed a permission.” Here our contempor-
ary, if it will permit us to say so, be-
comes confused and mixes things up.
The Privy Council’s decision had not,
necessarily, anything to do 'with the
case. The Federal Government could
have proceeded in the case and acted
precisely as it has done without apply-
ing to the Privy Council at all. It has,
as the Times properly admits, full power
to deal with the appeal.

There are, or perhaps it would be more
correct to say there were, two ways of
regarding the decision of the Privy
Council. It waslooked upon by some
as a mandate; others regarded it
merely as a legal opinion.
This was Mr. McCarthy’s view,
and we are quite willing to assume, for
the sake of argument, that in this Mr.
McCarthy was right.- All, then, that the
Judicial Committee of the Privy Council
did was togive the Dominion Government
legal advice. They acted upon that ad-
vice. They had power to do so, and
they are responsible to Parliament and
the people of Canada for what they have
done. The decision of the Privy Coun-
cil has now nothing whatever to do with
the dispute. The Dominion Govern-
ment has from the first acted on the
authority with which it is invested by
the Constitution. According to the ad-
mission which the Times itself makes,
the Dominion Government and the Do-
minion Parliament have ample power to
deal with the appeal from first to last.
When our contemporary thinks a little
more over the subject it will see that the
dispute is not about the interpretation
of the Privy Council’s judgment, but

about the obligation of Manitoba to
carry out in good faith the terms of con-
federation. When it gets more light it
will become convinced that there is no
coercion in the matter, no invasion of
provincial rights, nothing in fact for
either Manitoba or the Times to howl

about.
g

A GOOD INTERVIEW.

We have received a copy of The Citi-
zen of the 28th December, a financial
paper published in London. It contains
a long interview with the Hon. F. G.
Vernon, Agent-General for British Col-
umbia. The subject of the interview
was British Columbia and its Resources.
It is illustrated by a very good portrait
of Mr. Vernon. The interview is just
what anyone who knows Mr. Vernon
would expect. It isa clear and compre-
hensive account of the resources, the
capabilities, the progress, the prospects
and the present condition of this pro-
vince.

He is moderate in all his statements,
and is rather within the truth than be-
yond it. . With most of the facts con-

tained in the interview most of our read-'

ers are familiar; but there is one sub-
ject on which the Agent-General was
questioned which has not been much
discuseed in British Columbia.

‘“Has the confederation of the Em-
pire,”” asked the Citizen’s special com-
missioner, ‘‘ ever taken hold of those in
Canada with whom you may have been
brought in contact?”’

‘It has been discussed at times, and a
branch of the Confederation League was
at one time started in British Columbia;
but, though a good deal of interest was
exhibited, no practical results followed.
We are uite sensible of the
tremendous difficulties that surround
its accomplishment, and would enthusi-
astically welcome a practical solu-
tion. At least I am sure that is the
way British Columbians would feel,
though I can’t say I have any authority
for saying so. My own idea is that such
a confederation can only be accomplish-
ed gradually. = It seems to me that Can-
ada is in advance of other colonies, i.e.,

olitically, for, with the exception of
ewfoundland, the provinces have
merged themselves into™a common con-
federation, at the same time not part-
ing with their individuality or their
abeolute control of matters which affect
their immediate provincial interests and
self-government. It is also the nearest
colony to England. There are other
matters, too, which I think are worthy
of consideration, though perhaps I am
presumptuous in saying so. Why could
not some arrangements be made under
which Canadian sailors should be allow-
ed to serve in the British navy? To
have an Imperial confederation we must
have it’ supported and protected by Im-
rial forces. A very small step has
n taken in this direction in the way
of allowing a certain number of cadets
who have passed the required ex-
amination from the Military Col-
lege at’ Kingston, Canada, to obtain
commissions in the English service,
And*in this connection, as well as i
others, we cannot but all hail with de-
light and feelings of pleasuie and pride
the broad views, the statesmanlike
efforts that are being made by the Right
Hon. Joseph Chamberlain in the inter-
ests of our Colonial Empire since his
advent to the onerous and responsible
position he now occupies as Secretary of
State for the Colonies. Already he i'las
shown his anxiety to bring the colonies
more in touch with the mother country,
and the colonies I know are deep:y
grateful, Still much remains to be
done, and, though many suggestions
seem easy of accomplishment, they
bristle with difficulties when they are
attempted to be carried out. It would,
however, be pleasant to see a training-
shipat Halifax and another at Esquimalt,
from which young Canadians could be
drafted into the Imperial navy. You
may be sure they would give a very good
account of themselves. With a con-
federated British North America, quick
through transportation from England to
the Orient under the British flag, an
Atlantic and Pacific cable under British
control, and a direct representation of
Canadians in the Imperial military and
naval services, possibly some practical
scheme of Imperial confederation and
fiscal union between Canada .and Great
Britain might be evolved. Later on, as
experience was gained, and other coun-
tries became ripe for confederating, they
would doubtless go in for mutual protec~
tion and advancement. However, I am
afraid I have wandered away from the
subject that brought you to my office to-
day.”
-_— e

THE SONGHEES RESERVE.

We are pleased to see that the matter
of the Songhees Reserve has already
beéen brought to the notice of the Legis-
lative Assembly. This is a subject of
the utmost importance to the citizens of
Victoria. The occupation of that very
valuable piece of land within the city’s
bounds by a tribe of Indians who will
not use ‘t as it ought to be used, and
cannot dispose of it to those who can so
use it, has been and will continue to be
a great drawback to the city.

It requires no reasoning to prove that it
is to the interest of all concerned, in-
cluding the Indians themselves, that
they be removed with the least possible
delay and the land made available for
the use and advantage of the citizens of
Victoria! It is evident that the Pro-
vincial Government is of this opinion,
for the Order-in-Council published in
yesterday’s issue shows that they have
done what they could during the recess
to effect the
Indians. The gcheme  outlined
in that document appears fair to
the Indians and not too burdensome to
the Province. It gives the Indians full
value for their improvements and pro-
vides generously for theirsettlementina
part of the district much better suited to
them in every way than the purlieus of
the city of Victoria.

Mr. Harry Helmeken’s excellent reso-
lution aims at effecting the same object

in perhaps a slightly different way. It

removal of the

NO ROOM FOR MORE TWISTS.

Mha Lion: ‘I draw the line on you, young man; that tail has been twisted enough of late.’”
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is more than likely thut a settlement
effected by either of the schemes would
be equally satisfactory to the citizens of
Victoria and to the inhabitants of the
Province generally.

But there 18 an obstacle in the way of
the immediate settlement of this matter
that cannot be easily surmounted.
There is a dispute about the ownership
of the land. It is evident that the In-
dians have the use and occupation of it
as long as there is a member of the tribe
to the fore. But if they give up their
right to it who is the owner of it?—to
whom does the fee simple of the land
revert? The Provincial authorities

claim that it will belong to the Province,’
1i | the Federsl Government assert that ti

Dominion will then be the owner of the
land. We do not think that there ought
to be a long dispute about this. The
circumstances are peculiar. It is not
often that there is an Indian reserve
within the bounds of a growing city.
There can be no doubt that the land is
valuable, because it is so situated, and 1t
is equally doubtless that the enhanced
value has been given to the land by the
enterprise and the industry of the peo-
ple of the Province. When these
facts are taken into consideration we
think that the Dominion Government
should not be very tenacious of any
technical right they may have to
the Reserve. They will of course
see that justice is dome to the Indians,
but that purpose effected to their satis-
faction they should, we think, waive
any right that they may possess in favor
of the Province. We do not know
whether they possess any right at all to
the land after the Indians give it up;
that is a legal question which we pre-
sume the courts must settle; but we
trust that in the whole proceeding they

will pay more regard to the equities of.

the case than to its purely legal aspect.

If the Provincial authorities and the In-
dians can come to an understanding asto
the removal, the Dominion Government
should not stand in the way of a speedy
settlement. And we understand that if
it were left to them the Indians would
soon be comfortably settled in a place
where they could live happier and better
lives than they do on the present re-
serve, and the land now useless and an

eyesore would be made to contribute to
the progress of the city and would add
to its beauty.

A CLEVER DEVICE.

We are not in the least surprised to
find that the Liberals have unanimously
agreed in caucus to stand up for a Com-
mission of Inquiry on the Manitoba
school question. The attitude of seekers
after knowledge is the most politic one
they could assume. It gives them an
exceedingly plausible excuse to refrain
from committing themselves on the
school question. How unreasonable to
ask them to decide upon a question
about which they know next tonothing!
Wait until they get sufficient informa-
tion on which to form an intelligent
opinion, and then they will speak out
and say distinctly which side they are
on and what they propose to do.

Nearly all the Liberal members are in
a very ticklish position on the school
question, and this demand for a Com-
mission removes their difficulties. To
use a common but very significant:
phrase, it ‘“lets them out.” It gives;
them time. It affords them a specious
pretext to be non-committal during the
coming election campaign, and no one

better than the Leader of the Opposition
realizes the advantages of being in a po-
sition in which it is not necessary to
speak out definitely and decisively.

The Liberals are wige in their genera-
tion in wuniting in a demand for a
Commission at this particular time.
The Government are committed to a
definite policy on the Mauitoba school
question. They have decided that the
Manitoba minority have a grievance and
that it is their duty, as it is their inten-
tion, to find a remedy for that grievance.
The Opposition have not committed
themselves to any policy on that very
important guestion. They don’t know
enough about the facts to. enable them
to come to- a deeision. They are conse-
quently free to sympathize with the
aggrieved minority and to give aid and
comfort to the men who are
crying out against ‘ coercion.”” The
clever men among them can
by being judiciously reticent and con-
veniently ambiguous, when they do
speak on the question lead each elector
to believe that they would support the
side which he favors. And then, too, it
gives Liberals professing to hold totally
different views-on the sehool guestion op-
portunities to run their elections as sup-
porters of the non-eommittal Leader.
There were instances of the advantages
of the non-committal attitude during the

late bye-elections. A supporter of Mr.‘

Laurier contested the eleetion in Vic-
toria as an out-and-out non-interference
mgn, while another supporter of the
Liberal Leader ran the election in Mon-
‘treal Centre as an advocate for the re-
storation of separate schools in Mani-
toba.

For eiection purposes there is no pol-
icy like the non-ecommittal policy, and
the Liberals, fromx the cleverest to the
stupidest, know it well. And this is
why they have to a man adopted it. It
gives them time, and time in this cam-
paign is what they most want.

There are very few indeed on either
gide who believe that an inquiry into the
facts of the Manmitoba school question is
really needed. That question has been
so completely threshed out in the courts
of law, on the platform, in the legisla-
ture and in the press, that there is not a
grain of fact that is really new to be ob-
tained by a year’s inquiry. It seems to
us that it would be almost as reasonable
to appeint a commission to inquire as to
whether two and two make four, as to
set one to work to glean fresh informa-
tion on the Manitoba school question.

This demand for a Commission is so
plainly a device to gain time to tide over
the general election that we are surpris-
ed that the Liberals have the face to ask
for it. It is to be hoped that there is
ability enough and ingenuity enough on
the Conservative side of the House of
Commons to expose the trick and to
force the Leader of the Liberals and his
lieutenants to declare themselves on the
question in such a way that there can be
no mistake as to the side they severally
take. Laurier and his forces must be
driven out of Torres Vedras.

THE RETAIL MARKETS.

_There is no change in the market
situation this week other than that of a
little depression in the trade created by
sealers outfitting. This is, of course,
owing to the large number of vessels
which have already sailed and the com-

arative few yet to be provisioned.

ithin the last few days the fish mar-
kets have been replenished with fresh
salmon, the supplies of other varieties
being fairly good. New rhubarh is com-
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ing in and is commanding a ready sale
at the quotation below given. Eggs:
continue to decline in value, but other
products of the dairy remain steady.
Oregon apples have advanced 25 cents
per box, while a corresponding increase
ie noted in navel oranges due to im-
proved quality.
Following are the current retail quota-
tions:
Frour—Ogilvie’s (Hungarian) perbbl  5.50
Lakeofthe Woods (Hungarian). . ..
Victoria XXX......... .

o

Superb. .

Snowflake.
Olympic. ..
Premier. ..
Three Star

‘Wheat per ton.
QOats, per ton...
Barlef’,
Middlin
Bran,
Ground feed, per ton. ..
Corn, whole, per ton. .

¢ cracked, per ton.
Cornmealsper 10 lbs
Oatmeal, per 10 lbs
Rolled oats, per 1b
Potatoes, per 1b

4 sweet perlb
Cabbages, per 1b
Hay, baled, per ton
Straw, per bale
Green peppers, cured, per lb
Onions, perlb
Eggs, Island, per doz

‘" imported per doz
Butter, fresh, per lb

“ Creamery, per Ib

- Daliry, per 1b

o D

888888883%5888858

gs, per ton

SEREBRE - orop oo n

Hams, American, per lb
£ Canadian, 54
‘e Boneless, “
Bacon, American, per lb
I Rolle ; 1
o Long clear
& Canadian,
Shoulders, perlb
Lard, per 1b
Golden Cottolene, per 1b
MEeaTs—Beef per lb

Mutton 214
Lamb, « 10@12%4.
Pork, fresh, perlb ....... ........ I@12y;
Chickens, per pair 65@75
Pigeons, per brace
Turkeys, perlb
Geese o -
Frurrs—Oregon apples. per box. .. o
Chilliwack apples, per box 1.25
Oranges, (Riverside) per doz...... 25@
Oranges, (Ja{)anese) per box 60@70
Lemons, (California).per doz
Cape Cod Cranberries, per gal
- Rhubarb, per Ib
Fisg—Salmon, spring, per lb
Smoked

Herring (Labrador), per doz
Mackerel,each...... .. ....... waas

EVERY FAMILY

SHOULD KNOW THAT

Is a very remarkable remedy, both for IN-
TERNAL and EXTERNAL use, and won-
derful in its quick action to relisve distress.

PAIN-KILLER Is 8 sure care for Sore

Throat, Coughs,
Chills, Diarrhea, Dysentery, Cramps,
Cholera, and all Bowel Complaints.

PAIN-KILLER #IHE BEST rem.
Sickness, Sick Headache, Pain in the
Back or Bide, Rheumatism and Neuralgia,

'PAIN-KILLER & pspepovss, oo
MADE., Itbrings SPEEDY AND PERMANENT RELIEF

in all cases of Bruises, Cuts, Sprains, Severe
Burns, ete.

- is the wéll tried and
PAIN-KILLER .55 73 sit s
Mechanie, Farmer, Planter, Sailor, and in
fact all classes wanting a medieine always at hand,
and SAFE'TO USE internally or extermally with
certainty of relief.

Beware of imitations. Take none but the genuine
“PERRY DAVIS.” Sold everywhere ; 25¢. big bottle, .

oSEEDS

We mail free our new SEED CATALOGUE
for 1896, beautifully illustrated, and containing
a full deseription of the best introductions in

Flower and Vegetable Seeds,

with complete details of the farmer’s require-
ments in FIELD ROOTS, CLOVER AND
GRASS SEEDS, SEED GRAINS, FODDER
AND ENSILAGE CORN. Write for a copy to

JOHN A. BRUCE & CO.
Seed Merchants,
jR27-2tw HAMILTON, ONTARIO.

Seed$

That Raise Money
Largest and most Complete
CATALOGUE OF

Good Seeds, Pretty Flowers, and
Farm Requisites issued
in Canada

’E:ngs' : FBEE Wit PAY

The Steele, Briggs Seed Go.

MENTION THIS PAPER  TORONTO, ONT.

BR. J. GOLLIS BROWNE'S
GHLORODYNE.

Vice Chancellor 8ir W. PAGe Woob stated

publicly in court that Dr. J. CoLLIS BROWNE

was undoubtedly the inventor of Chlorodyne,
that the whole story of the defendant Freeman
was literally untrue, and he regretted to say

that it had been sworn to.—Times, July 13, 1864.

DR. J. COLLIS BROWNE’S'CH%Q [NE IS

THE BEST AND MOST O ATNAREM-

EDY IN COUGHS, (COLBS, ASTHMA,

CUNSUMPTION, NEURALGIA. RHEU-

MATISM, &c.

DR. J. COLLIS BROWNE’S CHLORODYNE is

prescribed by scores of orthodox practi-

tioners. Of course it would not be thus

singularlv popular did it not *supply a

want and fill a plaee.”—Medical Times

January 12, 1885.

DR. J. COLLIS BROWNE’'S CHLORODYNE is
a certain cure for Cholera, Dysentery,
Diarrhcea, Colics, &e.

CAUTION—None genuine without the words

“Dr. J. Collis Browne’s Chlorodyne’” on the

stamp. Overwhelming medical testimony ac-

companies each bottle. Sole manufacturer, J.

3T, DAVENPORT, 33 Great Russell street, Lon-

don. B8old at 1s., 134d., 2s. 9d., 4s. se6-y

Tissue
Papers

JUST RECEIVED.

b Full Assortment of Typewriting
Supplies Always on Hand.

Don’t fail to call and see the newesl
% thing in Typewriting
Machines,

THE CALIGRAPH

TN,

BBEN & (0,

The best way te avoid scalp diseases, hair
falling out, and premature baldness, is to use
the best preventive known for that purpose—
Hall’s Hair Renewer.

DR WGOD'S !

ay Pine
Syrup.

Rich in the lung-healing virtues ofthe Pine

combined with the soothing and expectorant

properties of other pectorai herbs and barks.
- A PERFECT CURE FOR

COUGHS AND COLDS
Hoarseness, Asthma, Bronchitis, Sore Throa!
Croup and all THROAT, BRONCHIAL an
LUNG DISEASES, Obstinate coughs which
resist other remedies yield prom-p:fy to this
pleasant piny syrup.

Y RICE 25C. AND 50C. PER BOTTLE. X

33 FORT STREET,

FRUIT.

Currants, 8 cents per pound.
Raisins, 8 cents per pound.
Peel, 20 cents per pound.

TEA.

5 pounds M.M. (genuine), $1.55,
FLOUR.
Ogelvies's Hungarian, $1.35 per sack.

PORK.

Long Clear, 11 pounds for $1.00
Long Rolls, spiced, 15¢. per pound.

The above prices are
STRICTLY SPOT CASH.

R. H JAMESON,

Victoriy, B.C.

SOLD BY ALL DRUGGISTS.
o ey
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Jmportant Businesg
terday’s Meetin
Y ugon

The Carmanah Po
viee—A Visit
fero C

Quite a lengthy n
cil of the British
Trade held Wedne
being in attendang
Ker, Secretary F.
Capta‘in John Irv
Joshua Davies, A.
Pearson, A. H. Scai
A comprehensive rg
mittee appointed td
on the proposed sh(
to the upper Yuko
secretary, in which
advantages to be d
gervice, and it was
ter be brought beford
Dominion governmel
sible. Accompanyi
from Captain Willia
mitted, showing the
route, and also mak|
recommendations.

All these Mr. Davi
not be intelligently
He fully realized thg
believed the commit
to deal with them.
taken immediately
matter vigorously
ments so that sometH
towards the establis
service this summe
also taken by Mr. Ch

Dr. Milne spoke o
trade, which is n
put down at $150,00
the recommendationg
he had helped prepa
carried out, and that
with in securing th
would be few.

As to the suggestio
port that the propose
sidized, Mr. Scaife w3
a bonus should be gg
conceded that the
bring in immense pro
ers. To this the ch
bonus would be the 1
capital for the inves
held that the report 8
publicity, and that a 1
with it. In this way
could be laid clearly

Such a publication
lieved would be effect
the publication might
forwarded to members
here and of the House

Mr. Gustav Leiser a,
portance of the Yuk
great, and believed a
now at the disposal
looking after it was
Personally he did no
vincial government W
towards the scheme
vear. With the pr¢
thought all that should;
to establish steamboat
the headwaters of the
of the opinion that
could now be sent in t
canal without much t
flection he believed thd
annually exported fro|
stead of reaching hund
reached millions. Mr
that the report be ref]
committee for elaborat
publicity it was propos
in this he voiced the
other committeemen w
prepare it.

In answer to Mr. Seq
the undignified course
Mr. Davies spoke of th
pany would necessarily
tablishment of a stean
the Yukon. Trade wi
created as well as deve
this was done, accordin
competition would entg
this reason he believed
the inaugurating servia

After further discuss
refer the report back t
for amendment waf
Helmcken being added|
tee. Mr. Helmcken bd
ised to do what he coul

A report from the ca
Society ot Comparati
read and ordered to be
Law Society. Mr. Strd
formation regarding th
of a broom factory in
couver, and the lett
the committee on ma,
chairman mentioned
received a telegram frg
Kene, of Vancouver,
latter had wired Ho
Ottawa, to press cotton|
free list, and that he h
telegram to the same e
This action was appro
from Chief Justice Da
resignation as a membsg
was accepted.

After Mr. Leiser had
the necessity of a life-d
the southwest coast of
the matter of holding t.
banquet was discussed,
finite was determined,
left over for the next
council.

President Ker sugg
board’s reading room
members of the legislat]
gestion being favorably
secretary was instructe
tations. Another lettd
was read from Mr. Ro
which Mr. B. W. Pears

" to fill the vacancy in th

the council caused thro
of Mr. A. B. Gray.

In bringing the Car
graph trouble before
Chair explained that
a letter from Mr. Jam
intendent of the C.P.R
ing to his (President
statements relative to t
service provided.
the justice of the cod
pressed inability to
good repair as it now
lieved an improved g

- given if the wire was

Alberni canal and Ca
Wilson promised in th
to to attend a meeting d




