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FIRE WIPES OUT PART OF ATHANDSAKETHROWN OUT OF EMPLOYMENT
Janitor Had Harrow Escape 

In Store of Gray & ParkerFlames :*

‘,

FiremenHeroic Rear of Building Burst Into Flames and Only 
Warning of Mr. James Gray Saved Him 

—Firemen Did Good Work.DestructionOther Places 11

with three lines of hose leading to one 
nozzle, making a deluge set, and the 
firemen were able to do some effective 
work with this. The pressure was 
splendid, and the force of the water 
thrown by the deluge was strong 
enough to break a heavy plate glass 
window. The firemen on the roof did 
great work in preventing the spread 
of the flames to the buildings occupied 
by the Ashplant shoe store and Gray 
& Parker. Before the store occupied 
by R. J. Young & Co. had become ig­
nited, many were engaged in carrying 
out overcoats and other kinds of 
clothes, and piling them in the police 
station. The whole rear of the store 
was practically cleared out before the 
flames put a stop to the work.
SMOKE
WAS CHOKING.

The fire in the rear of the Purdem 
Hardware Company was gotten under 
control about 6 o'clock, and the whole 

Continued on Page Thirteen.

The main attack of the firemen was 
directed from the rear of the fire on 
Carling street The three hydrants 
directly behind the burning buildings 
were each coupled with three streams, 
and nearly a dozen lines of hose were 
playing on the flames. Shortly after 
the fire started, the rear of the Chap­
man store was a raging furnace, and 
the flames spread to the Purdom store 
on the right and the Kingsmill store 
on the left in no time. The firemen 
had three streams playing on the 
Purdom building, and these practical­
ly checked the advance from that end. 
Ladders were hoisted to the roof of 
the Roome-Corbett building, and three 
lines of hose were taken up to fght 
the flames from the top.
A DELUGE.

One of the hydrants was coupled

and Co., Wilfrid 
Complete Loss 
and R. J.

. Kingsmi. Chapman and
, and Brewster’s

Premises of J. 
Mara and a

Purdom’s Hardware, Roome, Corbett &
Young and Co.’s Stores Damaged With Others.

------------------ "FINE NEW STORES WILL REPLACE
BUILDINGS BURNED TODAY

FIRE CHIEF AITKEN.

INVALID WOMAN CARRIED OUT BY POLICE
SAFETYTWO OTHERS WERE TAKEN Merchants and Other Owners of Structures Are Not Daunted 

Temporary Premises Will Be Secured to Carry 
on Business.Many People Had Narrow Escapes When Walls of Doomed Structures 

Fell In With a Thunderous Crash. but they would rebuild at once. Tem­
porary arrangements to carry on busi­
ness will be made. The same is true 
of Mara’s and Brewster’s.

It is likely that a modern group of 
stores will be erected at an early date 
to replace the buildings destroyed.

"We will rebuild," said Mr. John 
Purdom.

"I do not know what we will do. 
said Mr. George S. Gibbons. "It would 
be a good idea to get together, and 
either erect a fine row of stores of one 
style, or else one man or firm should 
buy the others out."

“I have not considered what we had 
better do." said Mr. Llewellyn Mere­
dith, on behalf of the Meredith estate.

The various other owners of prop­
erty could not be seen.

MAYOR DOES NOT FEAR
ON INSURANCE BOOST

There will be little interruption in
business from the fire.

Mr. J. H. Chapman was early OFFICER CARRIED WOMAN OUT;
INVALID IN ROOM NEXT TO FIRE

Two Other Ladies Were In Room But Were Unable to Find 
Their Way Out Until Police Assisted Them.

ad- 
the 
heDUNDAS STREET RUINS 

ARE STILL SMOLDERING
vised of the blaze, and was on 
scene in a few moments. When 
saw that his fine store was a total 
loss, he at once began to make ar- 
rangements for opening up business. 
Before « o’clock he had arranged for 
a place of business next to T. A. 
Rowat’s on Dundas street, and will 
open up for business as soon as poa- 
Bible.

*WATER PRESSURE WAS EXCELLENT 
FIFTEEN STREAMS DID NOT AFFECT IT

Business of Many Stores Paralyzed For the Present, But 
AU Will Shortly Be In New Premises—The 

Individual Loses and the Insurance.

But There Is No Prospect of 
Any More Real Fire.to the Pro

i new legisla-

While the ruing are still smoldering, 
the fire is, to all intents and purposes, 
extinguished.

Shortly before noon, Chief Aitken re- 
lieved some of his men. whom he sent 
to have something to eat. About 12:30 
o’clock No. I company was sent back 
to fire hall, and later No. 4 and No. 5 
were allowed to go. The Central sta- 
tion men, with the east end company, 
remained, and continued to pour many 
streams on the blaze.

The whole street car system was tied 
up until the firemen quit work at 4 
o’clock.

One company was left in charge to 
look after the ruins to prevent a fur­
ther outbreak of the fire. A number of 
volunteers have been pressed into ser-

Three ladies. Misses Kate, Bertha invalid, and P. C. Fowler picked heri is any other 
looping cough 
rh Remedy,* 
rpin. Junction 
is also unsure 
up. For sale 

8

and Mary Freeman, who room at 66 up in his arms, and carried her down 
Carling street, over the Gurney-Oxford the stairs. She was taken at once to 
store, had a narrow escape in the big 
fire this morning, and but for the

for our“We will soon be ready
customers,” he said, cheerily.

The Purdom Hardware Company are 
now making arrangements to open MP 
as soon as they can.

“It looks now as if we will be able 
to open up the ground floor of our 
store," said Mr. A. H. Purdom. It 
we can, we will get to work immed­
iately. If we cannot we will go some 
place else."

"We are looking for a place to 
open," said Mr. Roome. "We are not 
going to give up."

"As soon as our loss is adjusted we 
will be ready for business," said Mr. 
Percy Young, of R. J. Young & Co.

Mr. T. F. Kingsmill, Jun., stated 
that they had not decided exactly 
what to do in regard to new premises,

Smith’s undertaking parlors across the
L3street. P. C. Probyn brought the other 

two to safety.
They felt the cold keenly, being clad

The most destructive fire in London in a quarter of a century 
completely destroyed six of the largest business houses this

prompt action of P. C. Fowler and P. 
C. Sam Probyn might have suffered 
serious accident.

They were in their room sound 
asleep when the fire broke out. Short-

only in their night clothing. A few 
minutes later, the policemen went 
back and got their valuables out, and

morning,
• The loss is roughly estimated at three-quarters of a million 

dollars, and between 300 and 400 people are thrown out of employ­
ment.

Loss Here Is Not Sufficient to 
Cause Underwriters to 

Take Action.

ly after 4 o'clock, some person in- also brought them clothing. Fortun-
formed the policemen that the women 
roomed above the store.

P. C. Fowler went up the front way, !

ately the fire did not spread to their 
quarters.

"It was a fortunate thing for us that
first noticed by Sergt.The fire broke out at 3:57, and was

Macdonald and P. C. Fowler.
At 6 o'clock all the six places were burned out: Purdom Hard­

ware Company, J. H. Chapman & Co., Kingsmill s. Mara s, Brew­
ster's, and Roome, Corbett & Co.

Shortly after that "time the firemen got control of the blaze. 
That the fire was not more far-reaching in its destruction is due 
altogether to the splendid efforts of the firemen, and the great pres­
sure furnished by the new water system.

Shortly before 4 o'clock a squad of night policemen were re­
turning to the station to be relieved after the night’s work. On 
reaching there they smelled smoke, but could see no trace of fire 
Sergt. Macdonald, on Dundas street, had previously been endeavor­
ing to locale the cause.

As P. C. Fowler came out of the station he noticed fire issuing 
from the rear of Chapman's store. He at once turned in an alarm 
and the brigade responded promptly. Mr. Michael Foley, manager 
of the City Hotel, saw the fire about the same time, and he, too, 
turned in a telephone alarm, and Sergt. Macdonald also rang a box.

A SEETHING FURNACE.
It seemed but an instant when the whole interior of the Chap- 

man store was a seething furnace.
Flames were shooting clear across the street when the firemen 

arrived. Fifteen streams were turned into the blaze in very quick 
order, and the fight for the mastery commenced. In a few minutes 
the fire got into Kingsmill’s drygoods store, and in an incredibly 
short time that place of business was in flames.

Fire Chief Aitken remembered that in the basement of the 
Purdom Hardware Company at the rear on Carling street was a 
lot of gunpowder and oils stored, and he sent some of Jus men down 
to bring the stuff out.

This was done and that source of danger got over. 1hen the 
fire laddies grimly set themselves to the task of conquering the 
blaze which had now reached the proportions of an inferno.

Continued on Page Thirteen.____

while P. C. Probyn made his way up the policemen came,” said Miss Kate 
was

Will the reduction in insurance rates, 
recently granted by the Underwriters’ 
Association, be recalled?

That is one of the questions agitat- 
ing the businessmen today, and various 
opinions were heard. Many think it will 
be, while others are confident that the 
reduction will stand.

"I do not think the rates will be in- 
creased because of the conflagration," 
said Mayor Beattie. "I do not think it

the rear stairs. One of the ladles. Miss Freeman to The Advertiser. ‘I
Bertha, had been awakened by 
smoke and noise of the firemen.

the awakened by the smoke and noise, but
and I could not see where to go. I awak- 

was groping her way about the room, ened my sisters. One is an Invalid. 
The policemen warned the ladles to and we did not know how we could get 

come out, but they could not find their her out We would not leave her. Then 
way. Finally the door, were opened, the policemen reached our rooms, and 

• One of them carried her out, and we 
One of the women. Miss Mary, is an were taken out by the other officer.”

TOTAL LOSS OF FIRE, $880.500
TOTAL INSURANCE, $900,000

MANY PEOPLE OUT OF WORK 
BUT WILL SOON BE EMPLOYED

Purdem Herdware Company, building, value, $15,000; insurance 
$15,000; loss $10,000. Stock, value $60,000; insurance $45,000; 
less $50,000.

J. H. Chapman & Co., three stores, value $50,000; insurance 
$35,000; loss $50,000. Stock, value $200,000; insurance $150,- 
000; loss $200,000.

T. F, Kingsmill & Co., three stores, velue $40,000; insurance 
$35,000; loss $40.000. Stock, value $225,000; insurance $200,- 
000; loss $225,000.

Brewster’s, two stores, value $40,000; Insurance $35,000; loss $40,000. Stock, value $40,000; insurance $30,000; loss, $40,000
Mera a Co., one store; velue $25,000; insurance $1 5,000; loss 

$25,000. Stock, value $75,000; ineurence $60,000: loss $75,000.
Roome, Corbett & Co., one store; value $25,000; insurance $20,- 

000; loss $20,000. Stock, value $40,000; insurance $25,000; 
loss $40,000.

R. J. Yeung & Co., two stores: velue $45,000; insurance $35,000; 
loss $5,000. Stock, value $125,000; insurance $100,000; loss 
estimated $50,000.

Total value of buildings, $240,000; Insurance $180,000; lose 
$130,000.

Stock, value $685,000: insurance $655,000; loss $680,000.
Total Loss--$870,000.

Gray & Parker, one store, value $28,000; insurance $20,000;
• loss $500. Stock, value $80,000; insurance $65,000; loss 

estimated $10,000.
Totals—Value of buildings, $268,000; insurance. $210,000; loss, 

$190,000.
Stocks—Value, $845,000; Insurance, $690,000; loss, $690,000.
Total loss en buildings and stocks—$880,500.
Total insurance—$900,000.
Total value of buildings and stock—$1,113.000.

Is the practice of the underwriters to do 
that for a loss of the proportion this is. 
No, I do not think it will happen."

"The reduction is in effect," said Mr. 
Brydon Campbell, of Campbell & Sons, 
"and I do not think the underwriters will The conflagration threw about 400 as soon as these merchants can open 
touch it under any circumstances. I do people out of work, and it may be some new places of business but that
not think the people have any need to time hofn-a - _:_____ -_____________ _ _ 1. 8g out that may
fear.” time before majority of them again find take a few weeks, possibly months.a

employment. The others will be running full blast
Nearly one hundred of these, employedG. T. R. SECTIONMAN 

KILLED BY TRAIN
In a week’s time, losing only that much

by the Purdom Hardware Company, R. time.
J. Young & Co., and Gray & Parker, will 
be back in a few days, possibly by Mon­
da y.

|This morning Smallman & Ingram had 
applications from 50 clerks who wanted 

positions.
[ As three of the largest drygoods houses

, [Canadian Press.]
Berlin, Nov. 3.—G. Dahmer, sectionman T. F. Kingsmill employed SO hands, J. 

on the Grand Trunk, was struck by the H. Chapman about 170, Mara’s 35, Roome,ringing
in London have been wiped out, it is11:45 train from the east this morning Corbett & Co. 10, and Brewster’s 50, a

Idle>»made and instantly killed. He was 59 years total of 345. It will be some time before pected that several of those nowof age, and is survived by five children. 
An inquest will be held this afternoon.

Had No Keys. -
A night watchman was employed by 

the proprietors of the different stores 
in the burned block, but his duties re- 
quired merely that he try the doors 
periodically to learn if they were locked. 
He was not provided with keys to enter 
the buildings, but was supposed to see 
that all was well. However, it was im- 
possible to discover the trouble until a 
moment before the alarm was given, 
when flames, fanned by a draft through 
the cracking of the windows, burst 
through the roof.

THE WEATHER.

all these are back at WOLK again. A few will be given 
of the clerks will be given employment least. temporary employment at

tame of 
ip, and PRESSURE UNIFORMLY GOOD 

DURING PROGRESS OF FIRE
Horton Street Wells “Delivered the Goods” and Pumps Running 

at the Limit Gave Fine Service.

The water pressure during this morn- 
ing’s big conflagration was uniformly 
good.

At the Horton street pumping station 
the registers showed that the pressure 
varied from 100 to 108, but never less 
than the lower figure.

At the city hall it was practically con- 
stant at 86 pounds. Once it dropped to 
80 pounds shortly after 7 o’clock, but it 
soon ran up, and kept at 86 pounds.

The reservoir dropped from 12 to 9 
feet between 4 o'clock and 9. After that 
it gradually rose.

Pumps Worked Well.
The extra air compressor, which is run 

by gas, was Put on immediately after the 
alarm was sounded, and thousands of

did excellent service and poured Im­
mense volumes of water into the flames, 
and it told.

"The pumps could have supplied more 
than enough water for three sets. How­
ever, the wells delivered the goods in 
the conflagration, I can tell you."

Mayor Beattie and Chairman Pocock, 
of the water commissioners, made test* 
of the pressure during the fire to see 
that ft was right. Both report that it 
was better than the tests made by the 
Are underwriters a few weeks ago.

SAW GLARE OF FIRE
AT DORCHESTER TODAY

THE RIOT ACT READ
BY MAYOR OF FERNIE

CROSS TO IRELAND 
IN A DIRIGIBLE

TOMORROW—MILDER.
FORECASTS.

Toronto, Nov. 3—8 a.m.
Today—Fresh west and southwest 

winds; fine.
Saturday—Southwest winds; fair and 

milder.
TEMPERATURES.

The following are the highest tempera­
tures recorded yesterday, and the lowest 
at 8 o'clock this morning:

POLICEMEN DIO ALL POSSIBLE
TO LOCATE THE BIO FIRE

Vanaman Hopes to Make Attempt in 
Few Days.

[Canadian Preee.)
Atlantic City. N. J, Nov. 3,-There Is 

aille likelihood of the Vaniman airship 
Akron making a trial flight today, as 
the wind is too high. If weather con­
ditions are favorable tomorrow, Mr.

Due to Violent Outbreak on 
the Part of Coal Miners.

me ie your 
when you’re 
'll see me

Stations. 
LONDON .. 
Victoria .... 
Calgary ....

Max. 
......... 85.5

Min. 
20 
44 
26 
18 
18 
82 
28 
22 
22 
16 
20

Weather. 
Clear 
Rain 
Clear 
Clear 
Clear 
Fair 
Clear 
Fair 
Clear 
Fair 
Clear

[Canadian Press.]up is a good 
pared from 
id the finest 
can produce, 
veryone can

. 80

.60

.38

. 34

Ferme, a C., Nov. 3.-The Hot net Smell of Smoke Was Very Strong for Some Time, But It Was
Impossible to Detect the Source of the Trouble.

was read in Fernie last night by Mayor 
Bleasdell after a violent outbreak on the 
part of the miners when a train arrived 
from Coal Creek with men on board 
who had gone to work in the mines with-

Winnipeg ... 
Port Arthur. 
Parry Sound. 
Toronto.......  
Ottawa......  
Montreal .... 
Quebec........  
Father Point.

gallons of water was poured Into the ....
reservoir from the main. The pumps. Railwaymen on the Grand Trunk and 
were run at their fullest capacity, and C. P. R. lines reported this morning that 
never made a skip during the time they « ...
were in use. the flames of last night s fire could be

"We had plenty of water and excellent seen a distance of 20 miles east and west 
pressure," said Superintendent Glaubits. I
"We kept the pressure up to 100 all the of the city.
time. The reservoir dropped from 12 to Fred. Ruse, a G.T.R. engineer, who re- the in WpIte of the anormoue consumed sides at Grey and Maitland streets, told 
tion of water the wells kept pretty well The Advertiser that he watched the lire

the trialVaniman hopes to make 
test.

The huge gas bag, fully

While Chief Aitken has been quoted as stating that the fire gained its 
start through the negligence of those who are supposed to keep watch over 
the city, members of the police force are most emphatic in their denials.

It is admitted that there was a strong odor of smoke for about three- 
quarters of an hour before the alarm vas given, but it is contended that 
the police were at a loss to locate the sources of the trouble, and that for 
that reason they could not bring the fire department out on what might

sit in a day .28out waiting until the agreement now 
under consideration at Frank had been 
signed and ratified. Large numbers of 
miners were on hand when the train 
reached here, and the men who had

inflated, WEATHER NOTES.
The area of high pressure Is now cen­

tred in the Middle States, and the bar­
ometer is falling in the Western Prov­
inces, with southerly winds and warmer 
weather.

Light snowfalls have occurred in the 
Maritime Provinces.

Today's Probabilities.
Western Ontario—Fresh to strong 

westerly winds fair, with a little 
higher temperature.

floats in the hangar in which it was 
built, ready to be taken out into the 
open and sent aloft. Mr. Vaniman is 
confident that the airship will give a 
good account of itself, and he says 
that if all goes well on the trial trip, 
preparations will be at once begun for 
the journey across the ocean. He 
hopes to land somewhere on the Irish 
const.

ket.
I is madein mate. White. 
ch, nourishing • 
ref and Frei
* are gureh 
NATIVES.

worked were greeted with hisses and 
derisive language. One man was hit up­
on the face with a stone, thrown by prove a wild-goose chase.
someone in the crowd. The men were, alarm was struck at the fire stations at 4:07, when the box atescorted down town again by the police, The first alarm was suCk at
and went into the office of Ross & Lane, the corner of Dundas and Richmond streets was pulled by Serst. Macdon- 
where a mob threatened them for hours. aid As the apparatus pulled out of the halls ths telephone also went off. 
They dispersed after the riot act was Continued on Page Eleven.
read. Today all is quiet, contest on

from Dorchester for some time while 
waiting there. The blaze could be seen 
quite distinctly, and was an unusually

up with it. I was delighted with the 
way they fed the firemen.

’’I think the department should be 
given two or three more deluge sets.
The one Fire Chief Aitken had in use brilliant sight.

»
%

€

$


