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given to Mr. Thomas White 
t Hall on Wednesday even- 

rot attended with an precedent- 
1, and long to be remembered 
lent for the numbers and lu­
be subscribers, the brillant 
e distinguished leader oi the 
party and other eminent guests, 
knee and goôd taste of all the 

The Hall was beautifully 
h flags, the platform being 
atiooal emblems. In front of 
occupied by the guests and 
•men present. Mr. John Mo­
led. On his right hand were 
mas White, the guest of the 
Ion. Dr. Tapper, Andrew Rob- 
1. L. Beaudry, A. Desjardins, 

Hugh McLennan, Richard White, A. M. 
Walter Stanley, M. H. Gault, H. L. 
mdCoL A. A. Stevenson. On, the 

ïhairman were the Right Hon. Sir 
Macdonald, R. Masson, Hon 
i, John Hope, Hon. Peter Mit- 

Mr. Black, John Crawford, A 
A. Ouimet, MJ\, David 

Kerry and David Sinclair. The 
! were occupied by Messrs. Ogilvie, 
McGauvran and Bulmer. The 
Mr. James Martin of the Carle£#ta, 

i known abilities in this line re- 
i honour from the excellence of 

the admirable manner in 
dinner was served, 
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following seletsion of music -—
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Toronto, 22nd November, 1875.
Dear Sib,—I regret very much that my en­

gagements here' entirely prevent me from 
doing myself the honor of accepting the invi­
tation to the complimentary dinner to be 
given to Mr. White on the 24th inst., which 
you are good enough to send me.

I am, dear sir,
Yours truly,

A. CAMPBELL. 
David Sotcla», Esq., Mpotreal.

‘ * f MOUNT PROSPECT,
t Montreal, Nov. 24th, 1875.

My Dear Sir,—I very much regret that in 
consequence of the state of myhealtb, which 
for a long time has been suclT as to prevent 
me from attending public dinners, I will not 
be present at the banquet to be tendered to 

formed the following selection of music :— Mr. Thomas White to-night in the Me­
chanics’ Hall. In view of all the the circum­
stances of the recent contests, and the mere 
fFactional majorities by which Mr. White was 
defeated, notwithstanding the greatest in­
fluence and disgraceful proceedings brought 
to bear against him, Î consider the intended 

-- aGraenwald- gathering in favor of Mr. White to-night a 
! well timed, well merited, and truly popular 

hundred were present, the list j compliment.
Spoiled ballots gaye the first, contest by 

but seven votes to his opponent ; twenty-six 
votes changing sides, would have given him 
(Mr. White) the last. I know since that 
number who voted, regardless of party, op­
ponents in fact of the present Government, 
but who voted on the strength of the last 
halt of his opponent's name" **

Regretting that I cannot be with you to­
night, and trusting that the day is not dis­
tant when the Western division of Montreal 
will have the benefit of Mr. White’s great 
ability and sound political experience, as 
their sitting representative in the House of 
Commons,

I remain, X
Very respectfully vours.

rNH MlreaultG ~7.---- WILLIAM WORKMAN.
D. Sinclair, Esq.,

Montreal.

A Quadrtt.li 
«. Overture—*
7. Selection of8. Galop—Prrtt

hm"..........R. Graenwald.
Bonnie Dundee.”. - D’Albert. English Airs, R-Grvenwald

Abonnentn.............Ed. Strauss.
Star qf Brin,1'.........«Prtnee.

Gemma ai Vcrgi,”.... Donizetti.
Canadian Airs............Tursnn

~ * —Graenwald.

above mere
I am glad to ste Montreal 

is not forgetful or cold towards 
one of her best minds, and that even 
in the gloom of defeat, she still recognizes 
and honors him—and if it were not that my 
public duties forbid that I should absent my­
self from Quebec even long enough to go to 
Montreal, you would certainly find me 
amongst those who will .meet on the 24th 
inst., to do Mr. White honor. Pray express 
oay deep regret to ray friends, and especially 
to Mr. White for my absence ; and believe 
me with best wishes for a happy reunion.

L. RUGGLE8 CHURCH.
D. Sinclair, Esq., Montreal.

Quebec, 20th November, 1875.
My Dear Sir,—I regret exceedingly that 

owing to the Legislature being in session I 
am unable to avail myself of the in vit 
of your Committee to be present at the 
ner to be given Mr. White, the 24th instant, 
in Montreal. I regret this the more as I 
should have been much pleased to assist in 
rendering honor to one who has done so 
much in the interests of our country for many 
years. I hope you will have a pleasant time. 
Please express to the Committee my thanks 
for their attention.

I am yours very truly,
J. G. ROBERTSON.

D. Sinclair, Esq., Montreal.

gard honor ! and. that treatment at the hands-of the public to my honoured leader, to your left, Mr. Chair- 1 have had a strong company, bar ked by Eng- 
ephemeral ; which we have a right to expect, we hope to man. and 1 am proud in your presence to ! lish capital, building this railway and open-

1f * 1 af -11. "1. ii r.i ■ « f nAi/iiiitwii? a ii- ill mil liin, uii.-l. /niii.li.iimi 4V... ....... »... I. . - . ' i :  . 1* , l...12 .......1.4attain such a degree of efficiency as will call him such (applause, the company rising 
enable us, with the aid #of our auxiliaries-*- and cheering enthusiastically), and to your 
the sedentary.militia and the Home Guard,— esteemed guests, my friends Dr. Tupper and 
to prove a sure defence to Canada in her hour Mr. Masson (renewed cheers), the duty of 
of need, able, at any rate, to repel any ordin- speaking to you on the political issues of this 
ary foe from without, and to quell any country. You have heard me speak fre- 
ordinary disturbance within. (Cheers.) Mr. quently during the last few weeks, and 
Chairman, I again thank the assembly for the therefore, gentlemen, I shall not be guilty of 
honor they have done the Army, Navy and the bad taste of detaining you at any length

m
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Joltette, November 24.
| That. WhiU,

Unexpected closing of navigation prevents 
: me going op to do yon honor. Am de tout 
reor with your friend» to-night.

G. BABY. 

Qüesec, November 24.
T. Whitt, Jr•, Eoj.

Am so sorry not to have been able to go 
j np for your dinner, in consequence of being 

engaged on a caee of manslaughter, and 
cannot leave Quebec at present.

ADOLPHE P. GABON.

Quebec, November 24.
Chmtrman of Mr. White e Dinner

We all regret not to join yon to-night.
Moat eiDcere congratulation.
DeBoncherrille, Roberteon, Anger», Malhiot, 

Beaubien, Loranger, Lacerte, Oendron, 
Ouimet, Chapleao, Du lac, Balter, Taillon, 
Mathieu, Cameron, Oameau, Church, 
Beaucheane, Landry, Robitaille, M. P. 
Lalande, Lecavelier, Methot, Picard, 
Larne, Boy, Lavalle, Verreault, Thorn­
ton, Gauthier, St. Cyr, Duhamel, Cbarle- 

| hols, Lynch.
| The Chaieha* remarked that notwith- 

■taoding the ahaentee» there were 252 pre­
sent at the tables. He alio announced amidst 
cheers the victory of Dr. Blanchet in Belle-
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Before proceeding to the 
, read the following letters which had 

i received from those who were, unable to

The Chaise as then gave the following 
teasta—« The Queen," “ The Prince and 
Princcra of Wales and the Royal Family," 
“ Hie Excellency the Governor General,
“ The President of the United Slates," all of 
which were honoured in the most enthusias­
tic manner.

The Chaiemas gave the nest toast—11 The 
army, navy and volunteers."' Due honor 
having be.cn paid te it.

Col. A. A. Stbveesos was called upon to 
reply. He received an ovation of applause 
on rising, and said :—Mr. Chairman and 
gentlemen, although present here to-night 
as a citisen of Montreal, to pay my tribute of 
respect to an intimate personal friend and 
political associate—the highly gifted guest 
of this great assembly—yet as you have been 
pleased to call upon me as a volunteer, to 
respond to the toast which has been received 
with an much enthusiasm, I must, in 
obedience to yoer command, occupy your 
time for a few moments, simply to acknow­
ledge in as brief terms as possible, the 
compliment which this vast assembly has 
just paid to the army, navy and volunteers. 
[Cheers.] Unfortunately for us, Mr. Chair­
man, and perhaps for them too, those 
gallant follows whom are were wont to meet, 
wearing her Majesty's uniform, in all the 
large ci ties and towns through­
out the length and breadth (f Canada, 
have been withdrawn from this country, and 
ase now stationed in other portions of the 
Empire. Nova Beotia (which seems in this 

r,aspect to have been accorded “ better terms” 
«a-w the rest of the Dominion) is the only 
Proi ■*oo«, I believe, wherein you will find to­
day a lTgiment, or a portion of a regiment, of 
Her Maljeety's regular troops. (Cheers.) 
Were we, as Canadians, required to express 
our opinion upon the wisdom of that with.
drawn! policy, I think we would be compelled 
to my that to iMMÉfllto ns Jt appears, like a good many 
other so-called r»,bnni of

be present :

Dsaa 8m,—It i
Qcsanc, November 8,1*75. 

i altogether impossible tor 
, even for a short time, 

■■ ■■ I regret to be obliged to
decline the honor of being present at the

Qeebec,

dinner giv White, though
If with'r (Wings and sympathies are entirely 

*- I pray that you will express the* 
ittments to Ur. White, and tender him my

Believe i
Your obedient

Sir,
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». SrscLAJs, Eeq.,

DK BOUCHERVILLE. 
Montreal

Toaorro, 16 th November, 187$. 
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Dess -Absence from home has 
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SO well deserves -all Ü
I can pay him.

■r Sir,
Yowrtrnly,

M. C. CAHEROS.

VoiuxTEERs, and previous to resuming my 
seat, let me only express the hope that before 
many months have passed the gentleman 
who so deservedly occupies the post of honor 
at your right hand to-night may occupy a 
position on the floor of the Dominion House 
of Commons, where he will find ample scope 
for the exercise of those brilliant talents with 
which hi is endowed, and where his eloquent 
tongue may be occasionally heard, as his 
powerful pen has always hitherto been used, 

advocating the claims of the Volunteer 
Militia to the respect and consideration of 
the people of the Dominion of Canada. 
/En thusia tic cheers.)

Mr. McLennan then rose to give the toast 
of the evening, and was warmly received. 
He said :—The toast I am about to propose 
brings us to the occasion of this pleasant 
meeting. [Cheers.] We are here to do honor 
to one who has fought a good fight, and at 
the ;«me time to mark a stage of progress in 
the «xiucation and experience of the electors 
of Western Montreal. When the contest for 
the Division came on in the general election 
of 1872, in the full blast of the cry that then 
prevailed against the late Administration, the 
popular candidate of the Reform Party was 
elected by a large majority [about 800 if my 
memory serves mre right]. Upon the meet­
ing of Parliament and the dissolution by the 
new Government, the fury of their success 
w*s so great that the election of the merely 
ornamental candidate had gone by acclama­
tion, but for the timely courage of our gal­
lant friend Col. Stevenson [cheers], who 
stcpi>ed in and kept open tuc breach. Upon 
the voiding of that election and of the fol­
lowing one, in both of which the party of 
purity was brought red-handed to the bar of 
justice, it became apparent that the gale was 
spent and the red lights could no longer mis­
lead the electors, and it became necessary for 
the Government to put up a solid man for 
the race. [Cheers.] You know how this was 
done and what new influences of power were 
brought into the field, and you may fairly 
goes» at some influences that you do not 
fully know ; and the result—the small 
majority of 50 in a poll of over 
4,50C votes. [Cheers.] You know, too, 
and the member elect knows, and the 
Government knows that of the substantial 
ami intelligent electors whom you represent, 
the majority was in favor of Mr. White. 
[Loud cheers.] Upon the interest thus mani­
festai, I ha veto congratulate you. It is the 
earne st of a power that must grow and 
must be felt, a proof that you have been 
taking a note of your duties and your privi­
leges, and a promise that you arc not dis­
posed to leave the representation of Mon­
treal in the hands of mere political clubs 
and men who van be reached by influence. 
[Cheers.] We may recognize too in this 
progicss, and in the support given to Mr. 
White, something like a new departure in 
party politics. We have out-lived and out­
grown the parish politics that created the 
distinction of lines between Conservatives 
and iLeformers, when we were mere Provinces. 
Men may be forgiven, if in the transition 
arrowi h into form as a nation, they have 
founc the atmosphere a little hazy, and if in 
the fierce contention that began almost with 
our birth, they asked almost despairingly, 
u whe shall show us any good ? ” Well, the 
history of the contest in Western Montreal 
goes to prove that you, gentlemen, have not 
found, that good in the change of govern­
ment (Cheers.) In the support given to 
our honored guest, you have recognized the 
soundness of the principles that he has so 
well and so thoroughly, so unmistakably ex­
pounded. You have recognized in the clear 
light in which he has put himself, one who 
has the capacity and intelligence to go before 
us in all the important matters that concern 
us as a nation—a truly representative man. 
[Cheers.] His personal honor too has been 
tested in no common manner ; he hits been 
crowned by one of thte judicial dignitaries, of 
whon, we are justly proud. That judicial 
verdict is a glory about his head. [Cheers.]
At a time when corruption stalked abroad, 
covenxl by the mask of purity (of which it 
has >een so igaomintew.ily- uitdwoti), a^a. 
friend resisted tLv temptation presented by a 
large and varied constituency, and compris­
ing^ is proven, elements that were open to 
“ influences,” and has been true to himself 
and to you. [Loud cheers.] If he has not 
gained, as sonic have gained, the temporary 
possession of a scat in Parliament, he has 
dared to deserve, and ho has won your last­
ing respect. All honor to him. [Loud 
cheeni.]

The toast was drunk with the greatest en­
thusiasm, the company standing on their 
chairs and cheering. The band played 
“ Cheer, Boys, Chcfcr,' and the company join­
ing in the chorus, made a scene of the wild­
est enthusiasm.

Mr. White, on rising, was received with 
the most enthusiastic applause, the large 
company rising and cheering over and 
over again. When the cheering had sub­
sided, he said :—

Mr. Chairman and gentlemen, I cannot 
sufficiently thank yon for the kindness that 
you have exhibited Jn being here to-night.
I can assure you, gentlemen, that I Vould be 
more or less than human if I did not feel 
most keenly that kindness. I remember that 
I have been in Montreal latterly but for five 
years. I remember that during that time I 
have been engaged in an occupation which 
is not calculated to attract mnyereal sympathy 
and support. It has beezflKy duty to be in 
the daily discussion of public questions of a 
municipal, of a civic, and of a political char- 
acter, sometimes compelled by my sense of 
duty to tread upon the toes of my best 
friends, sometimes to make those who feel 
but little kindness towards me personally 
thiak that they had gained on that account 
some point against me. And that I find 
myse f here, to-night, surrounded by 
what I do not hesitate to say 
is the most magnificent demonstration 
(cheers) that has ever taken place in the Do­
minion of Camada, is to me a source of un­
speakable pride and gratification. Gentle­
men, it is true that I have been among you 
latterly but for five years. But'I don’t forget 
that I was bom in Montreal (cheers), that I 
spent my boyhood in this city of Montreal 
(cheers), and I can look round this hall to­
night and can gee faces that I can recognize 

those of old school fellows (cheers), when 
as a boy, without any prospect of such a de­
monstration as this, or oftçueh a position as 
it implies (cheers), I sat at the feet of the 
masters in the good old high school, 
and learned those lessons which I hope have 
stood roe in good stead wherever 1 have been 
since (cheers). Gentlemen, it is no small 
honour, and I feci it most .deeply, to think 
that I, a Montreal boy,with, as I have said, but 
little prospect in those days of such a position 
as you have given me to-night, away from 
ray native city for twenty years, engaged dur­
ing that time in active political controversy, 
known to the public by repute at least, in 
many parts I venture to say of this country, 
but especially known to my old friends 
in Montreal who took an interest in 
what I was doing, to think, I say, 
that I should be the recipient of such a de- 
monatration as this, fills me at once with a 
feeling of gratitude to you ahd with a sense 
of the increased responsibility under which 
your too indulgent kindness has placed me. 
[Cheers.] I am glad to sec, moreover, this 
demonstrative gathering here to-night, not 
for the purpose of celebrating a victory, for 
in times of victory friends rally around us 
without much trouble, but as a testimony of 
your sympathy for and confidence in me, 
although I am the defeated candi­
date for Montreal West [cheers], but 
the elect, I venture to believe, of 
thoso whose opinions,» whose influence 
and whose position it should be a matter ot 
pride in any honest man to represent. (Cheers.) 
I feci, gentlemen, this demonstration most 
keenly for another reason. During the last 
election lu this city I was the object of 
coarse attack by the First Minister of the 
Crown, such as no Jftrst Minister ever before 
disgraced himself by making »pon a gentle­
man. (Groans.) 1 haw beep for nearly 
txventy-flve years a journalist ; during that 
time I have taken my fair shore dn the dis- 
cussion, both in the press and on the plat- 

of the public affairs of this 
country. But till Mr. Alexander 
Mackenzie dared to do it, no mar 
has ever ventured to charge me with deliber 
ate falsehood. [Cheers ] I give him to-night 
as the answer to that charge this magnificent 
demonstration of your confidence and res­
pect. [Prolonged cheers] I ask him to re 
fleet, upon the true significance of this de­
monstration in so far at any rate as it carries 
its moral for him. [Cheers.] It is true,

to-night. But as this js a personal compli­
ment you are paying me, and as I may with-
out impropriety be permitted to
speak somewhat of myself, will
you allow me for a very few
moments, to statu why I am a Conservative, 
arid why I think the patriotic sentiment of 
this country ought to be Conservative. 
[Cheers.] I started out as a political writer 
about twenty-three years ago, imbued with a 
strong sentiment of liberalism,> alnyst of 
radicalism. I had all that kind of enthusiasm 
for equal rights and for popular liberties 
which generally obtains among young men. 
I studied the discussions of the day, and I set 
otft with this idea, and I have never for a 
moment since swerved from it, that what we 
should have in Canada was equal civij anil 
religious liberty, the entire destruction of 
anything like a badge of superiority on the 
part of any clmrch or religious body, 
that we should have, if possible, the fullest 
and widest franchise for the people of a 
country like this, where almost ever}' man, 
outside the cities, is an owner of the soil. I 
started with that opinion, and I hold that 
Opinion still. I have the most unbounded 
confidence in the aggregate honesty and in­
telligence of the great mass of the people, 
and I.had no fear then, and I have no fear 
now, of trusting implicitly to that honesty 
and intelligence [Cheers.] These were my 
principles when I first entered upon the 
serious discussion of public questions, and I 
have seen no reason since te> change them. 
At that time the questions which divided 
parties, advocated by such Liberal leaders as 
tbc Hon. Mr. Baldwin in Upper Canada and 
the Hon. Mr. Lafontaine in Lower Canada, 
and by their successors in the leadership, Si,r 
Francis Hincks, and Mr. Morin, were tho^e 
of the secularization of the Clergy Reserves, 
the abolition of the Seignorial tenure—a free 
church and free lands—the increase e.f the 
representation, the enlargement of the fran­
chise, the consolidation of the principle of 
municipal self-governmerrt, and other ques­
tions cf that kind. With my opinion, these 
questions had tor me an almost inspiration, 
and I threw myself heartily in 
with the Liberal party in order 
to aid in their advocacy. What did I find ?
1 found, gentlemen, this, that the party in 
Upper Canada, and having lived for twenty 
years in Upper Canada, allow me to deal with 
Upper Canadian politics, which arc the poli­
tics which are'governing this country to-day;
I found the section' of the party led by the 
Honorable George Brown going to the elec­
tions in 1854, and supporting our honoured 
leader, Sir John Macdonald against Mr. 
Counter in Kingston, Sir. Allan Mat nab 
against Mr. Buchanan in Hamilton, Mr. 
Cayley against Mr. McQueen in Huron, every- 

lere in fact, supporting Conservatives

1 muu v»i 
d Uttholi 
oJA fori 
,f leven

_____ __ the present day—
running entirely in the wrong direction—and 
should the Home authorities ever see fit to 
reverse that decision we' will gladly welcome 
back again to Canada th«foe British rvdcoatg, 
who, during their sojourn here, performed 
faithfully their duties as soldiers of the 
Queen, and at the same time were highly 
successful not only in stimulating the ardor 
of our youthful braves, but ire captivating the 
hearts of many of Canada’s fc sir est daughters.
(Cheers.) Whether stationed here or else­
where, however, Mr. Chairman, of one thing 
we may rest assured—that the British army 
has not degenerated, as the AJma, Balaklava,
Inkermann, Sebastopol, Lts'.know, Delhi,
Magdala and Coomassie furnish the most 
abundant testimony, and where ver or wher­
ever danger may threaten jn any epor 
lion' of the British dominions, there 
the army and nary will he found—
—as the British Army and Navy bare always 
been found—fully prepared for Any emer­
gency, ready to uphold the h-ravr and in- 
ti'grity of the Empire, and ’eager to shed ad 
diiional lustre upon ‘that flag which has 
bra\rcd a thousand years the liattle and the 
breerve ”—that glorious old Union Jack, wader 
which we have the happiness to live, and 
under whose protecting shadow we trust ever 
to abide [cheers]. Tbr> metal of the active 
Volunteer force of Canada has also been 
severely tested on numerous occasion* since j 
its organmition In 1855, and I think it will j 
be readily admitted on all hands that its | 
members have proved their value to the Do­
minion by the prompt response they have 
always made to the call of duty, and the effi­
ciency they have invariably manifested
Ridgeway, Eccies’ Hill, Trout River Lines, |_
and other places along our extensive frontier fora, 
afford evidence enough of the value of our 1 
volunteers in tbc face cf an enemy, and re­
cent occurrences jn the two largest cities in | 
the Dominion have demonstrated that the ; 
volunteers cm be relied upon to do their | 
duty when caOed upon by the civil power to 
assist In quiet Ing civil disturbances [cheersJ.
It is true en on gh, Mr. Chairman, that occa­
sionally we he ira little grumbling [which in 
these hard tim es I* perhaps not to be won­
dered at] aboi it the great expense to the ; gentlemen, that in the question which occu-
coentry of our Mllitfo force. Perhaps it may 
be consoling fo. ? such people to know that it 
edifc, on the a verage, every volunteer an­
nually a great d eal more than he costs the 
coma try, and were it not for the spirit and 
RnfefaHfcin which estimate the force, the pit­
tance of pay the; f annually receive would be 
fonod utterly inadequate to sustain it. 
IS such a magnto cent assembly as this It may 

be improper to reniark tliet what the 
i this ci ty most Anxiously desire to 
Is the » sora! suppôt t of the business 

montres#, the classy largely repre-

pied so prominent a position in our ante- 
election discussions, someone wns .guilty of 
“ deliberate falsehood. ’ Your presence here 
to-night shews that it was not I. [Loud 
cheers.] It shews that so far as the 
influential, political and commercial 
sentiment of Montreal is concerned 
it was he, and I give him hack, in your pre­
sence to-night, the answer which that pre­
sence alone carries with it. [Enthusiastic

where in fact 
against the then Liberal Government, and 
doing this because as they proclaimed through 
the press and from every hustings? the 
time had come when the party hatchet should 
be buried, and wc could fuse our political 
differences by a union of moderate men of 
both parties, on the basis of a settlement of 
these questions, leaving to public men the 
time and opportunity thus to promote the 
material development of the Province. Well, 
gentlemen, the elections were fought. Sir 
Francis Hincks found himself defeated when 
he met Parliament. The opportunity arose 
for that combination of parties of which we 
had heard so much ; hut when the combina­
tion actually took place, and Mr. George 
Brown was not included in it, we found him 
turning upon the &cntlcmen whom he 
had aided to elect, and insisting that old 
lines must still be kept up, and that there 
must still be a liberal party. And what was 
that liberal party ? The great questions to 
which I have referred, and upon the basis of 
the settlement of which the coalition had 
been formed, were promptly taken up and 
flealt with by the statesmanship of the 
gentleman who is ydur honored guest. 
fCheers.) Thus removed, they ceased toi 
furnish ground for further political agitation; 
but tiie agitators, who usurped the name of

were eniinl to i*m#;rirAnrv
a new cry, the most infamous 

can be raised, especially in a new 
country like this. The great Protestant 
cry was raised all over Upper Canada. Men 
were told that tbc man who would vote side 
by side with a Roman Catholic was a traitor 
to his Protestantism and to- his country. I, 
as a journalist, true to the principles 1 have 
referred to as my guiding star, recognizing 
that those principles had received their ful­
filment in the session of 1855, recognizing 
that in the party which had secured their 
settlement, we had one fitted to deal with the 
practical questions for the development of 
the country, I stood by them in battle against 
that sectional and sectarian cry, when it re­
quired no small moral courage for a Protes­
tant in Upper Canada, especially in the good 
old town of Peterborough, to work 
side by side with his Roman Catholic fellow- 
subjects. [Cheers.] For four years this sec­
tarian cry was the one weapon of electoral 
contest. Creed was arrayed against creed, 
Province against Province ; and yet, when in 
1858, the - Brown-Dorion Government was 
formed, these men, who had shown then, and 
who have shown ever since, that they could 
only l»c put under bonds to keep the peace 
towards the country*liy being paid for it, by 
office—these men who had denounced any­
thing like a tampering with the great ques­
tion of representation by population ; these 
men who had raised the cry against Roman 

lie alliances, when they had the chance 
form a Government, formed one with 

Roman Catholics out of the twelve 
Cabinet ministers, sinking for office the 
questions with which they had agitated the 
country from one end to the other. [Cheers.] 
Finding it v^as only a forty-eight hours’ ad­
ministration, that the people of this country 
had no confidence in them, and that they had 
to give up the reins before they were fairly 
seated in the saddle, they fell back to their 
old practices, and down to 1864, when the 
coalition was formed which brought about the 
confederation of these Provinces, they con­
tinued their agitation, arraying Province 
against Province, and in doing that 
brought the politics of the country 
to a condition which paralyzed every effort 
on the part of the administration of 
thoçe days for the material development 
of the country^ (Cheers.) When in 1865, 
during the debate ofx Confederation, we were 
told by Mr. Brown m a speech characterized 
by all the energy and ability which he threw 
into his speeches,that the time had come when 
the petty politics of the past were to be 
buried, that we were to forget all the old petty 
feuds that separated men and Provinces, that 
we were to unite hand in hand, looking for- 
ward to and waiting for the glorious future 
before us, patriotic men hoped that the 
speech was a reality and that better times 
were indeed coming. (Cheers.) This, liow- 
ever, was all a delusion. One day Messrs. 
Howland and Galt went to Washington to 
negociate a Reciprocity Treaty, and Mr. Brown 
was not included in the mission,and suddenly 
the old politics were restored. The elections 
which followed found the same evil genius at 
work. Instead of the party politics of the 
past being buried, they were revived in all 
their , vigor. [Cheers.] Again, it was Pro­
vince against Province, creed against creed, 
man against man, and every nerve was 
strained to paralyse the efforts of those who 
were endeavoring " to build up this great Do­
minion. [Cheers j The other night we had 
a statement made by the Premier t iat when 
he came into office he found everything in 
confusion, discontent reigning in every Pro­
vince, that he had inherited questions 
with which lie had the greatest diffi­
culty in dealing. But what war the 
fact? The difficulties which undoubt­
edly exist are of their own creation, 
the outgrowth of their own want of patriot­
ism, and of that fatal sin which besets them, 
never to permit even the country’s prosperity 
to go unimpaired, unless they arc paid by the 
possession of office. Years ago, the acquisi­
tion of the great North West Territories was 
urged upon the Government of the day ain 
duty to this country, the non-performance of 
which could only be fraught wifh mischief. 
Tho epuntoy was described as a magnificent 
one. as the best part of the continent, as the 
future home of millions of contented and 
prosperous British subjects. (Cheers.) Well, 
the territory was acquired, but for its deve­
lopment a railway was a necessity. And when 
the Government took steps to secure it by the 
formation of a company, tins party which 
had thus urged the acquisition of this coun­
try, which had declared that the building of 
the Pacific railway was a patriotic work, 
to oppose which was treason to the Dominion, 
lent their whole energies to the defeat of the 
scheme, not contenting themselves with 
attacking the Government and the Com­
pany, but wildly warning off British capita­
lists by the statement that the country itself 
was little better than a barren wilderness, to 
invest money in building a railway through 
which would be the most thorough madness. 
[Cheers.] Had the so-called Liberal Party 
been patriotic men, had they thought 
of their country’s interest, had they 

as public

up in the emigration <-t the old world 
thé fertile plains of our great North 
West (cheers). Instead of this, and we saw 
it at the last election in this city, we have 
this Government and their friends enhancing 
the difficulties of the position by discrediting 
the country as worthless, for no other con­
clusion follows from their contention that 
railway development through it should not 
be prosecuted, and declaring practically that 
the highest duty of the people of^Canada is 
to stop all expenditure and permit that coun­
try to drift whither it may (cheers). It was 
upon these grounds, studying the political 
career of the men who call themselves Libe­
rals, from 1852 to 1875, and finding thatjn 
every act during that time their policy 
was never dictated by the interests of the 
country at large, not a broad Canadian policy, 
but a sectional policy, which thought only of 
the next elections and never of the next 
generation (cheers), that 1, as an enthusiastic 
Canadian, and I yield to no man in my con­
fidence in the future of Canada, 
found myself an earnest enthusiastic follower 
of the Right Honorable gentleman who sits 
at your left, Mr. Chairman. [Cheers.] From 
the time he entered into public life down 
to this day, whatever faults he may have 
committed, or his Government may have 
committed, and being human they must 
have committed some faults during the time, 
they have kept their eye fixed upon the great 
object of all good administration, the devel- 
■opment of the material prosperity and the pro­
motion of the commercial advancement, and 
political well-being and contentment of this 
country, and to the establishment of those 
great principles of constitutional lib­
erty which 'should make of this Dominion 
of Canada, the ' proudest and freest 
land under the sun. [Cheers.] We are here 
to-night a defeated party. VV hy ? The Gov­
ernment has certainly gained no triumph in 
Montreal. Let us be thankful fur that at any 
rate. [Cheers.] I think it is the first time, 
that I * remember at any rate, and I have 
read something of political history, that a 
great Minister, leaving his placp at the seat 
of Government and coming intp a constitu­
ency like this, selected a gentleman to be a 
candidate, not because he was . in accord 
with t»e first minister—not liecause
he sympathized with his policy—but
because he was opposed * to him on 
all the great questions Of the day. [Cheers.]
I desire to say nothing of Mr. Workman dis­
respectfully to-night. He is the representa­
tive of the Western Division, and I hope he 
may realise the expectations of those who 
have plected ehim ; but I ask, what would 
have been his chances had he, a Ministerial 
candidate, appeared before the electors as the 
advocate of the Ministerial policy? If, foi- 
instance, he had come before this constitu­
ency, and declared that his policy was to 
direct the trade of this country to the United 
States, for that is the practical result of the 
policy of this Government. [Cheers.] They 
liad an opportunity in one particular 
of showing this to be the case ; I mean 
in relation to the tea trade. Their policyJn 
respect of that great branch of comrade 
was an American, not a Canadian policé. 
(Cheers.) And in regard to their Pacific 
Railway policy, they have shown the same 
disposition. They are spending a large sum 
of money, not to develop that territory in the 
interests of this country, but for the benefit 
of the railways and merchants on the other 
side of the line. (Cheers.) If Mr. Workman 
had appeared before the constituency as the 
advocate of these principles how many votes 
would he have taken? He would have taken 
the votes ot the expectant contractors, of the 
office-holders,of all those who are influenced by 
that magnificent principle ot political action 
that my friend,Mr. Devlin, advocates, that con­
tracts are only to be given to political sup­
porters. [Cheers.] But amongst the honest, 
intelligent electors of this division, who have 
nothing to hope for, except what they 
derive in common with the rest of the 
people from the good government of 
a country, he certainly would have had but 
small support. [Cheers.] The Premier dis­
graced himself and disgracedlhe principles 
he holds by coming to Montreal to secure by 
his personal influence a gentleman to be­
come his candidate who was opposed to 
him on all the great questions of the 
day. Gentlemen, I am quite satisfied 
of this, that although Mr. Workman bus been 
elected and I liap'e been defeated, the pro-

« »■* j ' -l-a.«_-----a A- .

Public men in our. time are subject, to fair 
criticism, at the very least, and if it took 
twenty years to discover the weaknesses of 
our friends, they must in the meantime have 
had some sustaining virtues. (Checrt.) The 
two years of their retirement have not been 
all unfavorable ; they have had time to recu­
perate after the long strain of official life; 
they have had time fdr reflection ; they have 
had time and opportunity, with a slight dif­
ference, “ to see ,themselves- as others saw 
them.;’ The times and circumstances have 
been kind to them. They do not suffer by the 
comparison of their good fortune or thejir wise 
rule with the accidents or the wisdom of 
their successors. Our friends assisted at.tlie 
birth of the nation, and you know there were 
soms things set before us to complete and 
make practically useful our creation.^ We 
have not made much use of our legs yet, 
though one of those “ first things” was the 
journey to the Pacific. f (Cheers.) I believe, 
gentlemen, you will agree with me that it re­
mains for our friends to lead us. (Cheers.) 
Certainly the work lias yet to be begun. To 
you, men of Montreal West, I need only to 
say that we must begin that journey with a 
correct balance sheet and a sound financial 
system—a tariff that will at once
afford encouragement to every manner 
of industry, and to the most extended 
national commerce, carryfng the influence of 
civilization over continent and sea. How, 
and how much this may be done we learn 
in the history of the Empire of which we 
form a part. We require1 a i ail way scheme 
for this great journey, at once wise and 
liberal, and as in so many operations [I speak 
to you as men of businessj, where something 
has to be risked, something staked, perhaps 
for the time given away, I make no doubt 
you will find the first contribution to be the 
least,—yon will find * cheaper to give a 
liberal fixed subsidy fit this undertaking 
under proper guarantees, than to undertake 
it in detail at the public cost. But there is a 
third of these “first things” that presii upon 
our attention [and I feel that I am keeping 
you too long], Wc doÜot require this great 
highway fur the convenience or for the profit 
of the limited population of this side of the 
continent, nor for that of the handful on the 
other side. Wc propose its construction fpr 
our benefit and for that of mankind-—of the 
untold millions whom we invite to ôCeupy 
the vast and fertjle interval : and these we 
must attract by a wise and liberal system of 
settlement. We require them at once to 
help and to enjoy. [Loud cheers.] What 
earnest has the Government given of 
ability to carry on these necessary conditions 
of our usefulness* or indeed I ujay say of our 
existence ? Why, gentlemen, you know too 
well that under its power our trade has suf­
fered froip the most mischievous changes in 
the tariff. The Government proposes to re­
duce our Pacific Railway scheme to the 
condition or fragments from which as a 
nation we have emerged ; and our system of 
immigration has gone—all to water. The 
time has already gone for us to call aloud for 
—‘• Her Majesty's Loyal Opposition.” (Loud 
cheers J

The toast was received with immense 
enthusiasm, and the following song was 
given by the whole company, led by Col. 
Stevenson :—

this respect, I would say it is very strange 1 own one bunk, and therefore they had the *!° *'.ne
that tins gentleman who gave us , navigation of the internal waters/down to IP iarirn,nlesson • - *----- *-- - - — . ».deportment’ seemed to that point. From the point where both banks

WHEN JOHNNY COMES MARCHING HOME! 
(Slightly Altered.)

When Johnny comes marching home again, 
Hurrah ! Hurrah!

We’ll give him a hearty welcome then, 
Hurrah ! Hürrah !

The men will cLeer, the boys will shout,
The ladies they will all turn out,

And we’ll all feel gay,
When Johnny comes marching home.

The Ottawa bells will peal with joy ! 
m 4 Hurrah! Hurrah!
To welcome home our darling boy,

Hurrah ! Hurrah !The lads and lasses, all so gay,
With roses they will strew the way,

And we’ll all feel gay, * «
When Johnny(^omes marching homo.

years, is such as to give us gwmt hope for the 
future. (Cheers.) Let mo urge this upoi 
you that your duty to your principles 
your country remains the same whether ybu 
succeed in electing your candidate, 
whether lie is defeated. I was defeated iu 
the last election, not becausti my sentiments 
did hot accord with the sentiments ol this 
division, but because, forsooth, I happened 
to be a Freemason. (Chcers.> Mr. 
Workman is the representative not
of the political sentiment of the 
division in any sense, but tho
representative of the unfortunate feeling of a 
portion of Montreal against Freemasonry. 
But whether you succeed or fail in your elec­
tions, let me urge this upon you, that you 
should be vigilant in maintaining your or­
ganization, and keeping yourselves in readi­
ness for Action at any time when an election 
may occur. Wc have recently had evidence 
of a decided Conservative reaction in this 
country (cheers). Two Judges have been 
appointed. The Government have thought 
fit to take Mr. Moss, a gentleman of the high­
est character, and for whom I entertain feel­
ings of the greatest respect, and appoint 
him a Judge, thus vacating the important 
constituency of Toronto West. An election 
took place, and what was the result ? Mr. 
John Beverley Robinson, a former colleague 
of our Right Honourable leader, was return­
ed by the splendid majority of three hundred 
and fifty [cheers]. Then they appointed Mr. 
Fournier, a Judge of the Supreme Court, 
leaving vacant the representation of the 
county of Bellechassc, in which he was sup­
posed to be invincible. What was the result 
there T We have the news telegraphed us 
since we entered this banqueting hall, that 
my old friend Dr. Blanchet has been return­
ed by 273 majority [loud cheers], and that that 
constituency is no longer to be one of those 
counted upon as certain to return a support­
er of the party in power. [Cheers.] Every­
where the same story is tola. The Dominion 
Government carried the Province of Quebec 
two years ago by a majority of two to one. 
At the local elections we have recently seen 
by the most formal constitutional test that 
can be applied—by a vote of want of confi­
dence in the Government, that the Conserva­
tives carried the constituencies in this Pro* 
vince three ‘to one, forty-five to fifteen. 
[Cheers.] My friend, Dr. Tapper, will tell 
you that in the Province of Nova Scotia, 
if an election occurred to-day, instead 
of liis standing with ' one support­
er, Mr. Macdonald, there would scarcely be 
a sufficient number of Ministerialists elected 
to fill the offices of Ministers [cheers]. Of 
New Brunswick the. same thing may be said. 
In Manitoba you might discharge a canon 
laden with grape shot in any part of it with­
out the slightest risk of hitting a Grit 
[cheers]. In the new Province of British 
Columbia, the recent clections'thc Premier, 
Mr. Walkëm, the friend of the Opposition 
in Canada, found himself sustained by three- 
fifths of the constituencies [cheers]. Gen- 

I tlemcn, these indications aie matters for con-, 
gratulation. What wc want in Canada is a 
national patriotic policy. We have 
to remember that during the last twenty 
years, during which my honoured leader was 
at the head of the Government, we had a 
career of almost uninterrupted prosperity. 
Since this Government came in we have had 
a period of terrible depression. I can see in 
this splendid demonstration the evidences of 
the fact that you arc up with the general 
growing sentiment of tho Dominion, and 
when the times comes for a general election 
you will do your part in helping to sweep 
from tbc ticasuary benches the band of parish 
politicians who for the sins of this country 
have been imposed upon us as a 
Government. (Cheers.) I again thank 
you, gentleinén, for this magnificent 
demonstration; 1 can only say tliat it imposes 
upon me additional responsibility, and places 
me under additional obligations to the people 
of Montreal. I hope that, living in my native 
city, as I trust to be during the rest of my life, 
no gentleman who lias done me the hon­
or to bo here this evening will over find in 
anything that 1 do or say any cause of regret 
that he gave his respect ami confidence to 
Tom White.

Mr. While resumed Ins scat amid the most 
enthusiastic demonstrations of applause, the 
whole audience rising and cheering again and 
again./

Mr. McLennan then rose to give the toast

Get ready for the Jubilee !
Hurrah ! Hurrah !

We’ll give our hero three times three !
Hurrah! Hurrah!The laurel wreath Is ready now,

To place upon his loyal brow,
And we’ll all feel gay,
When Johnny comes marching home.

We must make a “bigpush” to hasten that day; 
,,,, Hurrah ! Hurrah !
When the “Grand Stand” party will have to* 

give way !
Hurrah ! Hurrah !

Will you be one f” to do your part,
To till with Joy the patriot’s heart !

And we’ll all feel gay,
Whon Johnny comes marching home. 

The Right Honourable Sir John A. Mac-
'tilt

again. The welcome was unprecedented in 
heartiness. Whcn the applaust/had ceased, 
Sir John said :—Mr. Chairman ànd gentle­
men, I, one of Her Majesty's loyal Opposi­
tion (cheers), have conic from Toronto to 
'Fi>Tn in this magnificent demonstration in fav­
or ot my friend—»my political and my i>er- 
soual friend—Mr. White. [Chèers4^I feel 
that it was due to him, due to the sacrifices 
ho has made, due to the stand he has taken, 
duo to the position he lias honored, to.testi­
fy my respect as one of the old members of 
the Conservative Party, for Mr. White. 
[Cheers.] But while it lias due to him, it was 
also a great gratification to myself. 1 
long, in public life have watched
the course of Mr. White. I, first knew 
him when at Peterborough, with
all the earnestness and enthusiasm of youth, 
he conducted one of the most able country 
newspapers that existed in Canada. I have 
watched his course ever since. It lias been a 
truly Conservative course, not merely, gen­
tlemen, in the party sense ot the word, 
but in the higher patriotic sense, 
Conservative in thought, Conservative in 
feeling, Conservative in preserving the 
connection with the mother country—that 
grand old country from which wc all hail. 
(Cheers.) I have watched his progress ever 
since, and I find him now with not lees 
earnestness, with not less enthusiasm, 
but with matured , mind nnd-
with the , experiehee that he has'
gained by long and intelligent and 
vigilant observation of public affairs, till he 
now stands one of the first journalists in Can­
ada (enthusiastic cheers), worthy of this de­
monstration, and worthy of the exertions 
which have been made by the true electors of 
Western Montreal. It is true that ho has 
told us he is a defeated candidate, and no one 
more regrets that defeat than I do ; not only 
on mj' own account, but on account of the 
party of which, for the present at all events, 
I may be considered as the leader (cheers). 
Mr. White has this consolation, that the loss 
is to his party, the great Conservative party, 
that the loss is to the city of Montreal (we 
know it)—that the loss is to myself who 
looked forward hopefully to having him 
acting with me, fighting with me, battling, 
as I said a few evenings ago, with the beasts 
at Ephesus. (Cheers.) But, as Mr. White 
has said, it is no defeat ; it is a great triumph, 
for he had the real honest vote of West Mon­
treal. and he has in this demonstration the 
testimony of the wealth, intelligence, enter­
prise and commerce of Montreal. (Cheers.) 
I might, gentlemen,, at this late hour, con­
tent myself with making .these remarks (No ! 
no ! go on!) and with thanking yon for the 
honor conferred upon Her Majesty’s Opposi­
tion ; only that being a lawyer I am fond of 
precedents, and I find that at a similar ban­
quet, perhaps not quite so numerously atten­
ded, which took place in Montreal in honor 
of a most estimable gentlemen,-Mr. Fred­
erick Mackenzie, liis namesake, the 
Premier of the Dominion, took occasion to 
enter into some of the political questions of 
the day, and following that precedent, I 
shall, with your permission, do the same. 
(Loud cheers.) Gentlemen, I feel bound to

forget iu his speech that he was Premier. 
It seemed that he hud been so long in oppo­
sition that he iancied-lie was in opposition 
still. He had told us in terms that the duty of 
an Opposition was to object am} attack "the 
Ministry of the day, and that if they did not 
do that, there was no use in an Opposition ; 
and yet in hiè speech, forgetting that he was a 
Minister, forgetting that he had to give an 
account of his stewardship, forgetting that it 
wae-his duty to defend his measures, to de­
fend his position and to vindicate his right 
to the position he now holds, his speech was 
entirely against the late Administration, 
against my late colleagues and my unfor­
tunate self. (Laughter.) You can judge 
from rcatling that speech if it is such a speech 
as ought to come from a Premier. Mr. Macken­
zie said it didn’t rest in our mouths to judge of 
the competence of the Government, because 
we had shofcvn our own

the bargain liad not been carried out—that 
they would grant no guarantee, and that

' o*T--------U. . muiKH [ueÿ cbtiîd not carry out their promise toof the St. Lawrence belong to Canada, tho fth conntl/ effectively With the
Aromc.n» had nn pow,-r .« use it, Iacoe-o , f(OTy „f th(, j?mpire if „,at roe.1 w». 
there is not a single inch where a vessel can , , „ zt7riQ-go They might run .he ra., ™i>o»cd, a« »uel,.a rood womld be. (Hear,
pids, but they could never return.

■■RE. incapacity. 
Well, gentlemen,‘if so, wc were out ; we had 
suffered the consequences, of those errors, and 
he ought to know that a Minister can­
not hold his position by the de­
merits or incapacity of ' the Oppo­
sition. 1 ou can judge, gentlemen, from 
the speech wliich^was delivered in this city 
the other night, the nature of the answers that 
we of the Opposition receive in Parli­
ament when we arraign the conduct 
of the Government. Just in accor­
dance with the tone of that speech are we an­
swered in Parliament when we perform our 
duty to our constituents and our country— 
when we perform our functions as an Oppo- 
sitioii, arraigning their conduct, pointing out 
their shortcomings, and warning them of the 
unwisdom of their course. Mr. Mac­
kenzie, instead of answering the 
attacks of the Opposition, ipstead 
of justifying the course of the Ministry, in­
stead of vindicating the wisdom of their 
measures and the justice of their administra­
tion. turns round as he did the other night 
and personally attacks |the members of the 
Opposition, tries to change the issue, tries to 
hark back on the defunct administration, 
tries to avoid the discussion of its measures,
tries to avoid the necessity __
course, fo' gross attacks upon the members 
of the Opposition, endeavoring to lead the 
House away from the consideration of his 
own course, his own demerits, to past issues 
that arc of no consequence to the country— 
of no consequence to any one. [Cheeks.] 
But we aie out now ; we arc suffering the 
consequences of any errors wc have commit­
ted. It would be no; answer to -say that wc 
were reckless, criminal or incapable ; that we 
had shown ourselves unworthy of the confi­
dence of the people.f Supposing that it were 
as they say, is that any answer to a charge 
against themselves ? If we say, yon have 
ruined our tea trade, you have destroyed 
manufactures, you have shaken our credit, 
you have deprived our workmen of work, 
you have forced our factories to 
work only at half or quarter 
time, is it any answer to say that the 
Ministers before them were unworthy of the 
position they held. We are out in the cold 
shades of Opposition, and there all the Con­
servative Party must remain until recalled 
by the voice of the people, speaking 
through their representatives. I can 
only say, gentlemen, that judging from 
the facts which have been mentioned by your 
Il-----  " 1 ” . White, '•honoured guest, Mr. White, this evening, 
judging from the evidence wc get every day, 
the time is not far distant when the people of 
Canada rising in their might will say to Mr. 
——, let me say the Honorable Mr. Macken­
zie (laughter), Sir, in your two short years 
of Government, you have committed more 
sins of omission and commission, than 
were charged against John A. during the 
last twenty yerrs. [Cheers.] I put it to 
you, .gentlemen, if you have read the eloquent 
speeches of my friend Dr. Tupper, I put it to 
you if you read my impromptu speech on the 
occasion of the election of my friend Mr. J. 
B. Robinson, to say if there is one word in 
those speeches which was beyond the line of 
our right, if we did not confine our­
selves to the discussion of the public affairs 
of this country, if we did not confine our­
selves to legitimate remarks on the 
conoiict of the Administration, Our 
views may be wrong, but I say 
this, if you read those speeches, you will 
not find one word without its war­
rant. We attacked no private character; 
we made no fling at private conduct ; we 
never struck below the belt. [Entipfstastie

So we were not really giving the 
Amerîéans anything. But the latter claimed 
it as a matter of sentiment, though they knew 
that Without the use of our canals it was 
worthless (cheers). It may be said it gives the 
Americans the right to use the Lower 8t 
Lawrence for commercial purposes. But we 
give the same right to every nation under the 
sun ; we court we invite thç„trade of all 
nations ; and what would the people of Mont­
real say if the right was ever exercised to 
exclude this commerce from their port, and 
prevent the navigation from being free to the 
world? That treaty was passed in 1871 ; it 
was sanctioned^and ratified in 1872, and I 
ask ybu now whether the Americans, from 
1872 to 1875, in their trade or in their inter­
ests, have gained any advantage that you can 
see ? The right the Americans have of 
navigating from St: Regis to Montreal is no 
more a disadvantage to ns than the rights of 
a crow or pigeon to fly over the water. We 
have the whole control of the St. Lawrence 
yet, for at any moment we choose we can 
shut onr canals; at any- moment we can pre­
vent the Americans Irom using the St. Law­
rence in any way whatever. So long as we 
are on terms we will allow them to use our 
canals, but we will never surrender 
the right of closing these canals 
when we please. (Cheers.) This 
one of the instances mentioned 
to show my incapacity. Then, 
again, it was said Sir John in* that treaty 
actually got a provision inserted that the 
Yukon and Stickeen rivers in Alaska should 
l>e free to British and Canadian shipping, and 
it was said that liberty was given years and 
years ago in a treaty between England and 
Russia. Well, gentlemen, I have told you 
that Mr. Mackenzie is not a i»oet. I may also 
tell you that he is not an international lawyer.
I may tell you further that in inserting that 

n of its measures,^ clause in the treaty, the advice of the highest 
of defending ^ hie • authorities on international law was followed.

These gentlemen were of opinion, the British 
Government were of opinion, Mr. Gladstone 
was of opinion that as Alaska had been hand­
ed over from Russia to the United States, we 
ought to obtain a re-assurance of the free* 
navigation fo those rivers to British and Ca­
nadian commerce. [Cheers.] Then Mr. Mac­
kenzie said further, looking at the clause in 
the treaty allowing Canadian vessels to go 
through the canal at the St Clair flats that 
the Americans had put their works in our 
waters. That is just the question. The Amer­
ican Government say the improvements are 
not on our side ; we say they are within our 
line. The treaty says that wherever these 
improvements may be,—improvements made 
at the expense of the people of the 
United States, they shall be free 
to Canadian vessels, whether on 
the American or Canadian side. [Cheers.] 
But, Mr. Chairman, and gentlemen, before I 
leave the question of the Washington Treaty,
I will say, that there was one point in it 
with which I especially agreed; and that 
was a clause in it providing that the United 
States should be recommended to restore to 
Canada the money expended In resisting the 
Fenian, invasion. (Cheers and applause.) 
Her Majesty's Government,—the Gladstone 
Government, (hear, hear) anxious to settle 
all matters with the United States—anxious 
that there should be no question remaining 
between them, refused to press our claims, 
and it was a loss to us, but no humiliation to 
Canada; if there was a humiliation any­
where, it was a humiliation to England, hot 
England can afford to bear such a charge. 
(Applause.) It was no humiliation to us, 
and what did the late Government do 
when Her Majesty’s Government fer 
Imperial .considerations—-for the pur­
pose of settling all these questions for­
ever, refuséd to brings up the question which 
promised to be fetal to a final settlement ? 
Wc claimed at her hands some compensation, 
and said—“ If for Imperial reasons, for 
your own purposes, you do not press our 
just claims ; we ask yon to compensate us, 
and, gentlemen, she fully compensated us. 
in a manner most agreeable to dtir feelings. 
It would have been little consolation to us to 
have received a sum of money for the annual 
sum that these outrages and these invasions 
cost us ; and it would have been little satis­
faction to us if we, the people of Canada, felt

arraigned the conduct of the Administration 
for their juanagement of affairs, for their leg­
islation, and for no other fault. And, gen­
tlemen, what said Mr. Mackenzie in response 
to these speeches ? He alleged In his speech 
tho other day that he was answering the re­
marks made by my honorable friend and my* 
self. Was the tone worthy of the Premier of 
Canada, of a man standing up to defend his 
conduct and show that he was fit for the po­
sition that he holds, to show that he had 
been a faithful steward,.to show the wisdom 
and justice of hisadministration and the pur­
ity of his party? (Cries of\oil ! oh! big 
push,1 Sc.) Mr. Mackenzie made the error 
that lie always docs, of mistaking coarseness 
for strength. [Cheers.] The Hon. Alex. 
Mackenzie is a countryman of my own ; lie 
is a hard headed Scotchman. He makes clear, 
well reasoned, logical speeches, but the gods 
have not made him poetical. lie wants in>- 
agination, and though his speeches are sound 
and sensible "and able, they are, I must say, 
upon the whole as dry as alimeburner’s shoe. 
[Laughter and cheers.] Tho other day he 
assumed a new character ; he broke out in a 
new phase [loud laughter], and for the first 
time in his life he favored his audience with 
a poetical quotation. Now, it rather surpris­
ed me wliefi he, the puritan Premier, had the 
whole range of British poetry to quote from, 
that he should prefer, to quote that rake­
helly old Sam Butler. [Laughter.] Poetry 
is called a garden of sweets, a garland of 
roses,"either raising the imagination by the 
sublime, or charming the fancy by the beauty 
of the sentiments of the poet. Now, let us 
call to our memory the quotation made by 
the Hon.* Alex. Mackenzie. It is this

“ The Prince of Cambay’s dally food 
Is asp and basilisk and toad,
Which gives to him so strong a breath, 
He nightly stinks a queen to death.” 

[Laughter.] You may judge, gentlemen, 
from this poetical exercise of the Premier of 
Canada, of the kind of answers we get in the 
House. We tell him, “ your Pacific policy is 
wrong.’- Ho answers, “ you are an asp.” 
[Loud laughter.] We tell him “that the Tariff 
is a mistake.’* “ You are a liasilisk.” [Re­
newed laughter ] Wc say to him, “ hbw about 
the steel rails?” * “You are a toad." 
[Laughter.] I. have seen him again 
and again in the House of Com­
mons, give answers not more conse­
quent and quite as polite asAhe answers I have 
been supposing at this moment. But I sup­
pose the honorable gentleihan considers that 
this was a specimen of what we call in 
Scotland “ wut." [Loud laughter.] I might 
say, gentlemen, as I am in thé poetical vein 
as well as himself, that looking at his free, 
trade speeches in Scotland and liis protection 
speeches in Montreal, h? might remember 
two lines of the same ’poet from whom he 
quoted :—
“ What makes all doctrine plain and clear,
’Tis just two thousand pounds a year.
And prove that false was true before,
The answer plain, two thousand more.” 
[Laughter and cheers.] , In Mr. Mackenzie’s 
speech, as you must see, he at­
tempted to change the issue 
by talking of, our incapacity,

__ P He specially contrasted himself and me, and
follow the example set me hy the Premier of j said, what right had T to speak of any one 
Camula—by the Honorable Alexander Mac- being incapable when I made such a mess of 
kenzie—for wc must lie careful to : the Washington Treaty. Although that was 
speak ot kin* as the. Honorable. Alex- , an Imperial Commission, although there were 
antler Mackenzie in the Jutiirc. five Commissioners appointed by Her Majes- 
(Laughter.) We all got a lesson lately, ty of whom I was the fifth, he said that Treaty 
which I know you will take to heart, in pa- ! showed the utter incapacity of myself, and 
liteness and deportment. We were told that | therefore it diet not lie in my mouth to charge 
no more must lie be styled bandy Mackenzie ’ any one with incapacity. One of the first in- 
(renewed laughter) : that no more must Ssuch stances he gives is that in the Treaty, the 
an one be spoken ot as Archie McKellar, jlr j navigation of the St. Lawrence was made 
another as Geordic Brown ; that you must j five to Americans for all time, while Lake 
speak of them as the Honorable Archibald j Michigan was opened to Canadians for ten 
McKellar and the Honorable George Brown, years only. Now, Mr. Mackenzie must have 
I didn't know, gentlemen, before I read that | known, because he had the papers 
speech, what a deeply injured man I was-1 before him, that instructions were given 
myself ; I didn’t know that the people of | to the head of that Commission that the 
Canada, from the Atlantic to the Pacific/had | navigation of the St. Lawrence was to be
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hear, and applause.) Now, we have got a rail­
way remote from the frontier—and as long as 
the military poweycf England exists, and as 
long ës the military power of England con­
tinues as it is now, that road will always be 
a military road, and one upon which we can 
depend for our defence in winter and in sum­
mer against all comers (cheers). One 
word more with respect to the Intercolonial 
Railway. It is true, tiiat the Government did 
attempt to see whether they could not find a 
central line—Hot a line running along the 
valley of the St. John, coterminus with 
the United States frontier—but along the 
sea coast and through the centre of New 
Brunswick, and far removed fronte the fron­
tier, and equally defensible in a military 
point of view. Mr. Sandtbrd Fleming was 
sent there for the purpose of seeing whether 
such a line could be found out, but the re­
port of the Engineer was that the country 
was impracticable ; that the country wàs so 
rocky and mountainous that it would cost an 
immense sum of money to btrild it, and as 
Mr. Sandford Fleming in his report said that 
not one single pound of freight would ever 
|go over the road if once built in this'part 
there was nothing left for us but the present 
route, which after all, the Globe of the day 
before yesterday states has already shortened 
the route for travel between the Western 
States and England, and by which the mails 
of this continent and the travel of this con­
tinent will hereafter pass down to Halifax * 
(hear, hear). Gentlemen, my friend1, Mr. 
jfhite, has in flattering terms spoken of the . 
course taken by the several Governments of 
which I have been a member since 1854. It 
is not in the spirit of boasting, but it is, I 
think, in my right, ai my record was very 
lately attacked, to point out and.recall to 
you events which occurred from the year 
1851 to the 1st of July, 1867, when, 
with the exception of forty-eight hours in 
one instance,when the Brown-Dorion Admin­
istration came into office (cheers), and with 
the exception of twenty months, when Mi-. 
SandfieUl McDonald formed a Cabinet,! was 
ja member of the various Governments 
which swayed the destinies of the oid Pro- 
vince of Canada [Hear, hear and applause] ; 
and I hesitate not to say that between 
these two dates no country in the world has 
ever developed so vastly or so quickly or so 
thoroughly [loud applause and voice “that is 5 
so."] Whether you look at her material or her 
moral or her intellectual development, in 
rvoiy possible respect the improvement and 
development of Canada lias grown and*has 
progressed with scarcely a hindrance or let, 
with scarcely a stay during the long •period 
during which wc had the confidence 
of the people of Canada. (Applause.) 
Well, wc have a right to claim for ourselves 
that we governed this country wisely and 
well; and we point to the Statute Book 
for our legislation, and we point 
to the state of the country in 1854, and to 
the state of the country in 1873 to prove the 
truth of my assertions to jjjhe wisdom of our 
administration. During ,fhe whole of that 
time we were assailed and we were hindered 
and harrassed by a most, unpatriotic Opposi­
tion. (Hear, hear.) I a*i a strong party 
man ; 1 will go as fiir in favor of my Party, 
and in upholding my Party, and in securing 
the success of my Dirty as any other man— 
as far as a British statesman can or might to 
go (hear, hear xnd applause) f but I will not 
doit, and I have never done it, jf there is 
question of the interests of my country. 
(Cheers-) Our maxim has "always been—By 
the Pwty, and with the Party,* but for the 
country (hear, hear and applause). But Mr. 
Brawn’s and Mr. Mackenzie’s maxim has 
been—By the Party, with the Party, and for 
the Party <hftees and groans) ; and Mr. Mac­
kenzie ivéty naively in his recent speech 
admits it. I had said in the gaiety of 
my heart the other day—inspiaed -hy the vic- 
tory of my friend Mr, Robifcn. (Hear, 
hear.) I had said that when. *he Grits 
came te about thirteen years ago, the 
weavti came in r/Hh them, and
that two years ago ihey brought in 
the Colorado bug (laughter)*. m.
Mackenzie replied in his gpeecw : n Well I 
have got to say this : if I have tô *hooae 
tween John A’s Government and the Coke 
ado bug, 1 would choose the Colorado bug." 
(Laughter.) That is just the spirit of the 
man and of his party. (Loud i

been insulting mu for thirty years by calling 
me “ John A." (Laughter and cheers.) And 
then I could not-but reflect when that speech 
will be re-echoed, as such a speech deserves 
to be re-echoed across the Atlantic, how Ben 
Dizzy and Bob Lowe will feel that great 
statesmen as they are, and one of them the 
Premier, they should be called plain Dizzy 
dnd Bolr Lowe. (Laughter.) So, gentlemen, 
remember that lie is the Honourable Alex­
ander Mackenzie. It is said that in Spain 
the great old grandees, founders of the ancient

of “ Her Majesty’s Loyal Opposition,” and in families of Castile and Leon, the Duke of 
proposing it he said :—With the growth of Ossnna ami the Duke of Medina Sidonia 
of our Parliamentary system, the place and the Duke of Medina Celi ancf such 
duties arc pretty well defined of Her Majesty’s great grandees, when they spoke of each 
loyal Opposition. It is theirs to., curb the other, called one another Ossnna, Sidonia
rapid pace, to recall to order, and to check 
the exuberance of power; to weigh with 
judicial balance,, and to apply the powers of 
calm judgment to measures often rusted for­
ward in a crude state, under the pressure of 
party support. When that body comprises 
men--who have governed our destinies with 
little interruption for a period of twenty 
years they must bear the prestige of recog­
nized power. (Cheers.) When, moreover, 
statesmen arc of the number who bavé fash-_________ ______ _______ L____________thought, as public men should never

cheers.] Gentlemen, your persencc here in ' forget, that the day might come when the re- , ioned our Constitution, who have formed us 
such numbers shews that you consider that I sponsibility of governing would be thrown out of provincial fragments into a nation, 
had established some claims to your confi- upon themselves, bad they remembered that, they must challenge our dutiful

Celi, and so on, but when they spoke of a 
new man they styled him the noble and illus­
trious Hidalgo, the Marquis of Nncvohom- 
bre. (Laughter.) Now, gentlemen, 1 know, 
that every one of you are F.F.C.’s [of the first 
families of Canada], and that while you are 
quite at liberty to address each other as 
Tom Dick or Harry, you must always 
speak of Mr. Mackenzie as “ the Hon­
orable Alexander Mackenzie, Premier of the 
Dominion of Canada, member for Lambton, 
Ac.” (Renewed laughter.) Having thus 
called your attention to the proprieties, and 

respect, to the necessity of mending your manners in

free. The Commissioners had no discretion 
in the matter; it tvas an instruction from 
the Imperial Government, from the Liberal 
Government, from the Gladstone Govern­
ment, that we should surrender the naviga­
tion of the St. Lawrence. It is true-I might 
have taken my hat and walked back to 
Canada. But that would not have done 
Canada any good, liecause the instructions 
were positive, and the navigation of the St. 
Lawrence would have been handed over 
whether I was there or not. Well, Mr. Mac­
kenzie knew that, ami in candour he ought 
to have, told his audience so. Had I 
been able to do any good by doing so 1 
might perhaps Lave walked away^/but as 
this surrender waè a foregone Conclusion, and 
as there were other questions up, involving 
questions of Canadian interests more deeply 
than the navigation of the St. Lawrence, I 
remained to perform my duty, and I have 
the thanks of my colleagues in Canada,and oi 
the Parliament of Canada, for doing so. 
And there was another reason—because the 
Americans, by getting the frep navigation ot 
the St. Lawrence did not infect get anything. 
In the first place, you know that the Treaty 
provides that the navigation of the St. Law­
rence id given for commercial purposes only, 
and not!for war : the United States bound the 

Lawrence down to St Regis; the Americana

subjects ; this would have been no consola­
tion, but many of us would hare been rather 
inclined to submit to the loss rather than 
throw such a burden upon tho over-burdened 
British taxpayers (hear, hear and applause). 
But we have made an arrangement which 
fully compensated tm without taking one 
single farthing out v< the pockets of the Brit­
ish people. ' We asked England—not to 
give us money, but to lend ils her credit, 
and Mr. Cartwright is now in England 
exalting his horn on this (laughter and 
groans for tho Finance Minister.) Mr. Cart­
wright is at present exalting his horn on the 
strength of the guarantee of the sum of money 
which England agreed to guarantee for us ; 
and which she lias guaranteed for us (ap­
plause). And this is another instance of our 
incapacity. (Hear, hear and laughter.) 
He goes on and attacks the capacity of the 
late Administration as a whole, on account 
of the location of the Intercolonial Railway 
but if there is one thing the late Administra­
tion ought to be proud of.it is the construction 
of the Intercolonial Railway, which is the 
best railway of its class and the cheapest 
of its class in Anierica.(hcar, hear). And, Sir 
as to the location of that railway, the hon. 
gentleman states in his speech that he knew 
that I was opposed to it, that Mr. Tilley 
was opposed to it, that Mr. Howland was op­
posed to it, and tliat Mr. McDougall was op­
posed to it, and that for tte sake of office, 
and contrary to our vopinions, and 
our consciences, we put the line in its 
present place, instead of running it down the 
valley of St. John. (Hear hear.) This state­
ment has'been made before, but it has been 
denied and has been disproved in Parlia­
ment, and Mr. Mackenzie, when he was mak­
ing that statement, knew that it had been 
disproved, and yet he repeated the old 
calumny in making the statement, I do 
not wish to use stronger language ; and he 
was wilfully using this language and making 
this statement, when he had, of course, the 
statements of all my colleagues and of my­
self in Parliament. (Hear, hear.) Gentle­
men, consider fori .xme moment. In 1858 
there was an arrangement made at the re­
quest of Nova Scotia -and New Brunswick, 
with the British Government, by which the 
British Government agreed to give a guaran­
tee to half the cost of the construction of that 
roaid, on condition that the Imperial Govern­
ment should have the selection of the route. 
(Hear, hear.) When Mr. Sandfield Macdonald's 
Government came in, in 1862—it agreed 
to endorse that statement and car­
ry out that promise. (Hear, hear.) 
More than all, gentlemen, at a later 
date in 1864, in the debates in the 
Parliament at Quebec on the Quebec résolu 
tions which were to form the basis of the 
Confederation and establish the Dominion, 
Mr. Mackenzie made an elaborate speech, 
stating that he was in favor of the Robinson 
line as the line worthy of adoption 
(applause); and I have no hesitation in 
stating, gentlemen, that that line and that 
route is correctly located for the purpose 
of getting communication from Halifax 
with the St. Lawrence. Running a line 
through New Brunswick down the 
Valley of the St. John, with a cross-road 
to Halifax, would have been no carrying out 
of that scheme ; and not only would it have 
been no carrying out of that scheme, but 
the people of Nova Scotia and a great por­
tion of the people of New Brunswick would 
have had a right to complain of a breach of 
faith if the line were not located where it is 
now (hear, hear). BuÇ sir, there are othv 
reasons, ami conclusive reason*, why th* 
road should be located where it now is. Eng­
land had withdrawn her troops, and we had 
the pledge of England, and her pledges—the 
pledges of the British government—have nev- 
bcen violated. (Loud applause.) We had the 
pledge of England that in case wc were at­
tacked by foreign foes, no matter from what 
quarter, and no matter from what source, the 
whole military and naval jiower of the Em­
pire would be at our disposal (cheers), amt 
would be exercised in our defence, provided 
that we gave England the means of defend­
ing us by providing a road, a military road, 
whereby she c ould send her troops with the 
militai-y stoves in winter and in summer to 
fight our battles. (Cheers). A road 
down the valley of the St, John—would 
have been in no sense a military road; and in­
stead of being a source of strength, it would 
have been a source of weakness. (Applause.) 
A railway running along th<* territory be­
tween the State of Maine and New Brunswick 
would have been a source of weakness, be­
cause with the enormous military force the 
United States have got in case of war, that 
Government could at once send in and take 
possession of the road, making it the means 
of sending American troops to conquer Cana- 
da, instead ofu-s-- '■ '*
British troops
more than that, gentlemen,—while the 
negotiations were going on, and aftci 
the negotiations were finished, after

_______ _ __ mm
pestilence and famine ; he ________

rather have Colorado bugs (laughter), locuet» X 
add caterpillar» (laughter), lad war and 
ruin (hear, hear), dintrein and panic 
and anything, no matter what it 
might cost the country, and no mat­
ter how the interest» of the country would ho 
affected hy it, he would rather have thi» 
country afflicted wiUi them all, one after 
«•other, than soc John A. go in and Mr 
Mackenzie go out. (Hear, hear.) I say gen­
tlemen from 1854 until we resigned, wu had v 
to meet an Opjioeition of that kind. Mr 
White has referred to tho burning miestiona 
of those day» ; he has alluded to the clcrcv 
reserve» which affected the people of Upper 
Canada, and lie has alluded to the Seignorial 
Tenure, which affected Lower Canada As
S,J!* wa, concerned.
XVillliam Lyon MacKenzto declared in his 
place in the House and in hi„ lawk that it 
was the question of the Clergy Reserve» 
which mainly caused the rebellion of 1837 ■ 
and wc all know how Lower Canada was 
shaken to the very centre by the oppressions 
—if I may iiso (he .expression—of the old 
feudal system, of the old ticignorial tenure 
these questions were used ns means oi agitai 
tion by the Rouges iu lower Canada and bv 
the tints of Upper Capwla ; they did not want 
to have them, settled, for this would liavo 
deprived them of their tools in trade - 
sml when wc took hold of these quesi 
lions — first of the Clergy Reserves and settled that question, we had KIT 
sitron of Mr Brown and of the whole of the 
tint party (hear, hcar)_aud why? because 
wc compensated the vested interests A1 

"‘"çyh-dtox right, by a solemn 
Act of the Imperial Parluunent,to one-seventh

"ViTTfX church Purposes, and al- 
thongh they had these'vested interests we 
compelled them to surrender all on the basis

/e.LnteVSt rights Ly «-mmuting for 
the life of the clergy-nan of the parish then 
officiating Although the British Government 
declared that they would never allow the 
seculanzation of the Clergy Reserves unless 
compensation was given to those clergymen 
—they knowing that,opposed that settlement 
and we had lo carry that measure at the 
point of the bayonet. (Hear, hear.) And to
l1 ".Î8 'I wer °ina,la- Wc were opposed 
by the whole force of the Opposition of that 
day m the settlement of the seignorial 
question ; but wc carried it notwithstanding 
that stern opposition—on the one hand the
not"™ °Ppoflti°n °.f ^'ffueurs, who did 
not want to be deprived of their feudal rights 
and on the other hand the whole force of thé 
Rouges in Lower Canada, and gentiemZr, 
by the Onto of Upper Canada, who refüsS to 
give one single sixpence out of the public 
treasury to compensate the Seigneurs for the 
!oss of their property; we had to carry that 
also by the point of the bayonet (hear, hear) 
despite the Opposition in Upper Canada and 
the Opposition in Lower Canada (applause). 
And if the habitant of Lower 
Canada now feel, that he i, , 
yeoman, no longer weighed down 
by a servitude coming from an older and
w, ***• and if' in Vpper Canada,
we find that there is no question betweenthe 
churchcs-that there are no relipWWn!
"™nS,,^7’ “ll ^nding on an equal footing, 
and the clergy of the Church v^! clergy of the Church of England who 
were the great sufferers, submitting calmto 
but cheerfully to the great loss f!^ 
the sake of the peace of the countrv it 
is due lo our administration. flfear 
hear, and applause.) When these

would not satisfy those gentlemen opposed to
to VîmV,9iMr W1!'ta said a little while ago 
they looked around for a source of attack- 
gild where did they find it ? Gentlemen 
Lower Canada had been against (lie w," of Can»'ta ««1 agéinsTThe will of 
n eonsideraldc minority i„ Upper Canada 
joined m a fores I union in 1841 ;
feelings of hostility still existed, and the re 
mams of the old fires of 1837, '38, and 39 
were still hot. It required 4 - » • ’
ci tions of every public inan

country,

it required the ,>atriotic ex- 
public inan—of every man * anxious for the good of this c”utorv 

to calm that excitement and allay the 
irritation of one race against the other and 
to allay the natural suspicion of thp i Of Lower Canada that 'then lîXftS 
the, restitutions, ,„d that thdr rclicfen 
might be assailed. It was the duty of cv w 
statesman to have done this, and to have fo7 
gotten party m the doing of it rhear hear ,1, 
applause). Was that done gentSU„? Vh7 
the most nefarious—I can u«fai»nWc4 '
to°rett!hefaL,0e' "cferiouli «tanipt was made 
to set the two races in hostility in ordeTto 
...jure the Government. You may Tmem 
tK^genUemen, how I was caUed i/the Globe

hood because did^aTté
...V -rgu-auuns were nmsned, after merfand Kngllshmè?t Protestants, French- 
Confrderation, while we were considering the onunl.v ™!!!!»10 WOrk toSether for the line and location of the railway, we ask- Ifoned an 7vonS°îL (Ch”"> l , “«fo­
od the British Government, in order that that w.- were right b? \î“d to' Bhow
there might be no mistake, if it would sane- took I m .v g t . tLe conrso wetion a frontier line ; and thé reply of the Eng- farced iu UnL-r cL„.l. ,Ahile 1 
1.6b Government wa, that they would sanction servknt tool ^
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