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down by a joint yomeittw frooj *H# tbr^ 
province» for the winter moot he It would U 
an eney matter for the central oflU-ers to 
provide literature ami infonaation upon the 
■abject. Thm ta am feature of the great 
work that haa not been rondurtr«| ae egl 
riently m H might be on account of lack of 
fumla and alao on account of the rapidly 
growing intereel that ta being taken in pro 
vineutl and national «abjecte Now. boweter. 
it haa l*e«n fully dcm»*n«trat«i| that farmers 
are aa much interested in every aortal. m»>al 
and economic question whkh effect» the well 
being of the country aa w any other rlaen For 
met a nr r. no dam of people in Canada have 
reason to lie m»re interest«1 in the ronær 
vat ion of natural resources than farm-rw; the 
same applies to the trans|**rlalion question, 
to the tariff, to the natal question, to the 
eprcsd of the cooperative principle, to the 
banking regulations and general financial 
questions, to education, to general marketing 
facilities ami hi fad to every other Important 
question. If a syllabus were prepared ami 
pamphlets distributed to every local aasocta
lion from one to two month» in advance prep, 
arations could be made for a full considera
tion of the subject One or two papers could 
easily be prepared by local members ami a 
general disruuuon whkh would ensue would 
l»e most enlightening These subject» are not 
fourni in the aehool curriculum ami yet they 
are of vital importance to every farmer The 
farmers today throughout Canada are thirst
ing for information upon all these matters 
and are meking the opportunity to get it. If 
the three provinces could work together a 
great saving in time ami money could he 
effected and in addition each province would 
have the advantage of the opinions and 
advice of the others. If a general scheme of 
study could lie prepared for the three prov
inces the local associations would very soon 
become the centre of education and of the 
social life of the community. The ladies 
are equally interested in these problems with 
the men. and the younger generation are 
not barred from attendsnee. The very 
nature of the agricultural profession bars 
the farmers from many of the privileges 
which city and town dwellers enjoy, but it 
gives them others in return. If the farmers 
work together they can bring to themselvea 
upon their farms all the comforts and pleas
ures necessary to make farm life happy, 
prosperous and contented. Education is 
the means, and the only means, which can 
he employed to bring these blessings. All 
the common schools of the land have a 
uniform system of study, and though it is 
not desirable to have all our people turned 
out of an educational mill which will kill 
individuality, yet it is wise beyond question 
to have a systematic course of study for the 
accomplishment of the best results

A REAL INVESTIGATION
The Railway Commission, in dealing with 

the express companies, has gone to the root 
of the matter. For the first time in ita hia- 
tory the Railway Commiasion had dug down 
to fundamentals and performed a work 
which places all Canada in its debt. Com
plaints are continually made by the common 
people against the big corporations, but they 
are always denied by the corporations and 
there the matter stands. It is significant, 
however, that upon practically every 
occasion when the business of any of the big 
corporations has been investigated it has 
proved to he rotten to the rnn? Chairman 
Mabeè of the Commission has given the 
investigation of the express companies his 
personal attention, and the thoroughness 
with which he performed his duty stamps 
him aa the right man in the right place. If 
the government of Canada will give him and 
his commission a free hand to investigate 
the railways of Canada and other public ser- 

. vice corporations, there is reason to believe 
that he will do it equally thoroughly. Up
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until I he praeeel lime the Hell «y Commis- 
■too h»a never gone down to the two of 
relie ay trouble. Now let ua kope I hot It 
haa I*-run ■ work that will (wore • tool 
UneAl to the nature In the matter of Water 
mr etorh. the express rna|uun hare every 
other corporation beaten to n Otwl Will The 
Canadian Ka prase ('em(may, with a capital 
atork of |:|.imn.iHI, haa aam-ta to the amount 
of «212.719 The dominion Ks|wrue Vompeny 
haa a capital Work of *3.ia«i.i»ai. but It retwo 
amta only in aelunl rash Three I wo
riper* rompante* are respectively an le tinea 
of l h# llrand Trunk awl Canadian I‘anile 
Kailwaya awl ere Ingenious lie»lees by wbieh 
the railway companies ran route but' extra 
profile out of the public without lettmr the 
puRWr'hecome aware of It. Chairman Ma
her elates that there * no need of asperate 
rompantes to handle the a I prein bum new. hot 
that the railway» should do H. When I he 
enormous profita of the esprem rompe nice 
la considered It la aatouwlinr to think of the 
money that ta filched from the pockets of the 
people annually for the private ram of a 
small number of individual». The Hoard *t»f 
Railway Commiaaioorra haa ordered the 
•a|wem eompeniee to Ale their new tariff 
within three months let ua hope that the 
Railway Commission will keep on In verni
rai mr. Kerry lime the lid ia lifted a bad 
mesa is unentered, let ua not shrink from 
the task, hut have our national affaire 
e leaned up.

The full value of efficient organisation m 
impossible of roore|itioo With the farmers 
nothin* ia more essential than that the 
rentrai nfflrra of each of the rr-at orra mis 
lions should be maintained upon a orale 
suffi- K-nt to meet the nee-la of the ever 
tnrreaving numbers of members and loeai 
branches throurhoiil the country. What 
the r-»teminent offices are to the country in 
reneral that the rentrai offices of the farm
ers' nrraniutions should hr to thr farmers 
—and more. Organization, education and 
co-operation will hrinr shout wonderful re
sults flood men must hr secured and kept 
at the head of the orrnniiationa, and the 
farmers ran afford, and are willinr to pay 
for. rood servira. Nothin* hut the best, ia 
the feeling whirh permeates the entire ranks 
of the farmers' organiialiona throughout 
Canada.

At the meeting af the Kaulrm Ontario 
Dairymen's Association at Perth on January 
4 a resolution was unanimously adopted ask
ing for reeiproeal free trade with the United 
States in dairy products. The report of the 
meeting in a daily paper aavs that there 
were hundreds of farmers pn-aent. This 
gives sn idea of the feeling on reeipmrity 
amongst the farmers. Free trade will not 
hurt the farm industry of Canada, and the 
farmers know it. Two cabinet ministers 
were present at the farmers' meeting anil 
spoke strongly against reeiproeity. Of rottrae 
they hail inal ructions from Premier Whit
ney, whose title necessitates that he should 
he a very strong imperialist, if anyone 
knows what an imperialist ia

By taking thought and working together 
with one accord the farmers of the prairies 
ran senti to parliament at the next elerlion a 
strong delegation of M.P.’s who will have the 
courage and the backbone to aland up for the 
righta of the Western people. led ua all work 
together to see that every candidate nomin
ated hy both nominal parties shall take a 
aolemn pledge to aupport the people in par
liament. Then it will matter not which party 
is in power. There are men in this Western 
country who have the retirage to stand up 
for the right againat all odda. We need them 
in parliament. Some day the members of 
parliament will he atihjcct to the eontrol of 
their electors, even during the term of par
liament.
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lion Clifford St ft on, speaking before the 
Montreal* Canadian Club, opposed recipro- 
r,ty with United States because if racti.ro. 
vlty were aureenaful he wild R would leu-1 
in political union Mr. Stflon ■ on. of the 
very few and rapidly dec rearing number 
who believe in eurh dreams Because two 
nations trade with each other It does not 
signify they deaira union Thom, who dratra 
that present unfair condition» should prevail 
are cudgeling their brains to Anti bogey» to 
frighten the people.

"Canada for Canadians" aa the Manufae 
turara have been pleased to about, while they 
Aapped the lUg. n becoming Ihe slogan of 
the common people The Manufacturera will 
have to get hash to "Canada for 2.400 Cana
dians" If they are to be understood The 
wpure dead appeals to every mao when prop 
erly placed before him. The banner of the 
0(01 re deal haa been unfurled by the farmers, 
and when the Aght ends it will he Anal log 
over the ruins of special privilege

The farmers are daily Anding out that 
special inter-eta are seeking to misrepresent 
them at every turn. I-et ua he thankful that 
the special interest» have not yet been suffi
ciently powerful to lake away the franchise 
from the people After all. H ia the votes 
that count, ami the plain people have the 
votes. If thr people will take charge of both 
parties and nominate men who can be relied 
Upon to really represent them, the special 
privileged clam will he compelled to take a 
back seal.

Direct t-egislalion ia being discussed con
tinually hy the farmers and all other thinking 
ritizena of the West. It ia being recognized 
aa the only method by whirh our legislatures 
ran be made responsive to the people. A 
campaign for pnlitieal. social and économie 
improvement haa been undertaken which 
must eventuate in a tremendous betterment 
of conditions under whirh our people live.

One of the strongest factors in preventing 
war between two nations ia the volume of 
reciprocal trade. Free trade among nations 
would bring on the end of warfare more 
rapidly than any other move. If Canada 
had free trade with United States and Kng- 
land it would he difficult to raise even a 
little enthusiasm over the Canadian naval 
policy.

The announcement ia made that a deputa
tion of eight Manufacturer» from the West 
will go to Ottawa shortly to present argu
ment» in favor of a protective tariff. It ia 
interesting to note that the Secretary of 
this delegation is the proprietor of a Western 
fJrm journal.

Where is the leader who will champion the 
cause of the plain people of Canada and lead 
them out of the wilderneaa into which they 
have lieen betrayed f The farmera need not 
dimpair ; the man will be found. Keep up 
the fight for juatire, and leadera will come 
to the front.

Premier Botha, of South Africa, refuaed 
a title at New Year'a. Can we blame him 
when he chaaed title* all over the country 
a few yeari ago, and if titlea had not been 
supplanted by brains the termination of the 
war might have been different.

Sir Wilfrid and R. L. Borden have been 
out talking to Canadian cluha during the 
holidays. It is probably a relief to get out 
and talk about something where no person 
is on hand to challenge.

Me don’t hear anything nowadays about 
the Canadian Manufacturers' Association 
making the “grass grow in the streets” of 
Canada. They are too busy defending them
selves to shout aloud their boasts.


