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600 September 16, 1920,

FROM WEEK TO WEEK
« Spectator’» ” Discu*»ion of Topic» of Interest to Churchmen

IT requires thought and effort to 
understand the Anglican spirit 
and the Anglican ideal of teach­

ing and worship. The Church makes 
demands upon its members, and effort 
is not always welcomed. If we are 
not willing to make that effort, slight 
though it be, we will go through life 
missing largely the riches of spiritual 
strength and inspiration that are 
placed so easily within our grasp. The 
enthusiasm of numberless Anglicans 
is untouched; their inability to throw 
light upon the ordinary questions di­
rected to them by non-Anglicans is 
largely due to the fact that they have 
not taken the trouble to study the 
Prayer Book that they so frequently 
use. What a delight it would be to 
the clergy to have their congregations 
asking questions and seeking light on 
the structure, sequence and purpose 
of the various services and the true 
object of worship. A little reading, 
a little thinking, a few questions each 
week would transform our people 
from helplessness, to power, from in­
difference to eagerness, from blind­
ness to the capacity to see and help 
others to see. We, of course, have 
this kind of Anglican, but the num­
ber is far from the proportion of our 
membership that it ought to be. 
There seems, however, now to be signs 
of a stirring in the hearts of men. A 
day is dawning when men shall not 
be afraid or ashamed to discuss and 
enquire about spiritual things. The 
world has gone through, and is going 
through so many troubles and has 
Jtried so many remedies without avail, 
that there is now a disposition to lis­
ten to what the Church of God has to 
say on the subject. It is a time 
above all times when the Church must 
be sure, steady, humble, strong, trans­
parently honest. It is a time when 
we need the informed intelligence of 
the laity to assist in our great task. 
In this great movement in the heart 
of humanity, the methods of com­
merce won’t do. Men rushing in to 
adjust a great psychological problem 
on the lives of the market place, only 
cause confusion. Men approaching a 
great ideal that the Church is striv­
ing to set up as a dominating force 
in the conscience and will of our race, 
with some inane suggestion about 
business methods and advertising, can 
do untold mischief. Will our laity, 
our splendid business men, our clear­
headed conscientious women, prepare 
themselves, without cant or make be­
lieve, to understand what the Church 
is really aiming at? We are entering 
upon a great vision and a great task, 
and the will to conquer, in the name 
of our Master, must be ours.

The necessity of all Anglicans, and 
especially Canadian Anglicans, mak­
ing an intelligent study of the reports 
and resolutions of the recent Lam­
beth Conference, ought to be obvious. 
In the past these conferences aroused 
little interest in the Church at large, 
for their findings were usually in the 
rear rather than in the front of pub­
lic judgment. To-day the position is 
reversed. The Bishops have clearly 
placed themselves in the position of 
leaders and they have founded their 
leadership upon the solid foundation 
of fidelity to truth, trusting to the 
promised guidance of the Holy Spirit 
of God. There is their starting point, 
and the idea runs through the entire 
scheme of their deliberations. What 
is the truth, the fundamental, all en­
compassing truth—the truth to-day, 
to-morow and forever ? What is the 
will of the God of truth? That is what 
they seek. That is what they call 
upon us to seek and to follow. Not

a word is said about the world being 
ready or unready for this or that 
move or doctrine. If it conforms to 
the Divine will that is enough. Do 
not our hearts assent most fully to 
this attitude ? Who on this broad 
earth, in thinking out the things of 
the spirit and of eternity, desires 
anything lésé? If public opinion here 
and there is focussed upon a narrower 
and more superficial outlook, it must 
acquire breadth and depth. That is 
all. We gratefully receive the ad­
monition of the Bishops and the spirit 
that they invoke upon the whole 
Church. We salute them for the 
clearly and consecutively expressed 
appeal that they make, for their no­
bility of utterance, for their consis­
tent spirit of humility, for their wide 
embracing sympathy, for their de­
finite effort to supplement their 
theory of action by resolutions indi­
cating the steps we should take to re­
alize a church, catholic in fact as in 
idea. Into this spirit of our prelates 
it is the duty of the clergy to lead 
pur people. Our first and great task 
in realizing the unity of the Church 
of God is to develop, to the full, the 
felowship and unity of the spirit of 
the Master within our own com- 

"munion. This means the instruction 
of the mind and the development of 
the heart and conscience of our people.

Churchmen throughout Canada 
must bear in mind that the decisions 
of the Bishops of Lambeth on Church 
reunion have no legislative effect in 
this country until they have been ap­
proved by our own General Synod. 
Neither Bishops nor priests are pre­
sumably at liberty to invoke these de­
cisions as justification for action on . 
lines therein recommended until the 
Canadian Church has affirmed them 
in her own authority. It may be well 
to emphasize some of the outstanding 
features of the resolutions passed 
“all but unanimously” by the Lam­
beth Conference as they affect our 
relations with non-episcopal com­
munions. The full text of these reso­
lutions have been given in the Cana­
dian Churchman. The writer only 
wishes to draw special attention to 
some of them:—

(1) There is no idea in thought or 
deed of casting reflection on the effi­
cacy of the ministry of other com­
munions. The only desire is to make 
the ministry of the united Church con­
form to the will of God. The min­
istry must be “a ministry acknow­
ledged by every part of the Church.”

(2 ) Ministers of - non-Anglican com­
munions, before reunion is accom­
plished, may be authorized to preach 
in our church and ours •(in their’s.

(3) Baptized but unconfirmed non- 
Anglicans under certain conditions 
may be received at Holy Communion.

(4) This, does not authorize general 
inter-communion nor exchange of pul­
pits.

The above is an indication of the 
great advance that is made by the 
Bishops to secure a reunited Church. 
This is not laid down as a basis of 
union, but only a tentative effort to 
bring about a coalescence that will 
ultimately restore the parts into a 
great whole. The chief thing is the 
spirit in which this effort is put forth 
and the spirit it may be hoped to in­
duce in those that we expect to reach. 
To catch that spirit we must study 
the document, for it is impossible to 
summarize wbat is itself a summary. 
The Anglican Church has opened a 
new chapter in its history and the 
prayers of the faithful will be that 
we may be lead to a worthy conclu-

(Continued on page 610.)

THE FIRST INVESTMENT
THE first investment a married man should make is jn 

the insurance of his life for as much as he can afford, 
to protect his family if he dies. This is NOT AN EX- 

PENSE, but a safe investment, in the same class as Victory 
Bonds, and the premiums paid are not lost if he does not die. 
The Policy is payable in cash in old age, at maturity, or by 
its cash surrender value. The ready cash provided by a 
Continental Life Policy is considered to be the most valuable 
part of any estate by all Executors, and is a necessity fcwjrlf 
the payment of Succession Duties. Save your dependents 
the hardship of having to pay these out of income BY 
GETTING INSURANCE NOW, while in good health,
which is a pre-requisite.

A few desirable positions for good Salesmen. Apply, 
stating experience and references to S. S. Weaver, Eastern 
Sup’t, at Head Office. Write for Booklet,

“OUR BEST ADVERTISERS,” then x |

See our nearest Agent, or write to Head Office for fall 
particulars, stating your age at nearest birthday.

CHAS. H. FULLER, GEORGE B. WOODS,
Secretary and Aetaary Preside* t aad Managing Blreeler

THE CONTINENTAL LIFE
INSURANCE COMPANY

= HEAD OFFICE TORONTO, ONT.'
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Lost to the Church |
DURING September and October every year, thousands of 

our boys and girls drop out of the Sunday School, and 
many are lost to the Church. *-

Get your Teachers and Officers to plan for a Rally Day this month, Sfl® 
make CHILDREN'S DAY a “ red letter ” day.
To help you do this we can supply you with attractive Rally Day Post 
These are to be dated and signed by the Teacher and delivered by 
or mailed for one cent, (if only spaces for date, etc. are filled in). • AD ^ 
cards are lithographed in colors.

Article 20.
This post card has a cut out 
feature as illustrated, and ia 
therefore very popular with 
the younger children.

This invitation will appeal to older chil- / 
dren. and ia the usual poet card site*

Article 22. The older members will be pleased with this special invitatiw 
Maple Leaves in Autumn tints are the chief feature of the design.

Price $1.50 per 100 (Assorted if desired)
SEND YOUR ORDER EARLY

General Board of Religious Education
(Supplie» Department) *3

133 Confederation Life Building - ’ - Toronto
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