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When You Come To
Think Of It

By DOWNEASTER .
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The Quiet HOur Rev. Canon Howard, M.A., Montreal, P.Q.
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Third Sunday after Epiphany, January 25th, 1920.

: Subject: How John the Baptist Prepared the Way,
A AR At St. Luke 3:1-20.

—

1. High Sounding Names. What an impressive
4B WALE To EMUALS. array ogf names wg find in the beginningpof this T is hard to realize that we have entered upen’
HE inestimable privilege of walking with  Jesson! Students searching in old volumes the second year after the great war. It in,:.::-g
God is wonderfully pictured in the walk to can discover something about them, but the now a thing of yesterday. Soon it will be =
Emmaus. Cleopas and his unknown friend ordinary man knows nothing of them. St. John a thing of the day before yesterday, next a daily. = .
little dreamed, as they set out from the Holy City  the Baptist’s name is known, and his works are  fading memory. Then we will have middle aged " * SeEe |
on their 7% mile walk, that they were to be ac- known wherever the Gospel has gone throughout. and grey headed fathers telling their boys ef, =
companied by their Risen Lord. But He knew the world. Besides that, the influence of John  their experiences in France, then venerable
they were going, and His love planned for them  still lives. Why is this contrast? Because the  grandfathers doing the same by their grandsoms,
a sweet surprise. When as a seeming stranger  power and authority of John was moral and  The ranks of the veterans will begin to rapidly
He “drew near, and went with them,” they were  gpiritual and because of his deep, true loyalty  thin out, their periodical parades will steadily
communing with each other under the shadow  to Jesus Christ. Moral and spiritual power is  dwindle. A few years more and the veterans of
of their great sorrow, and carrying in their  gnduring. | the great war will be pointed out on the streets
desolate hearts a buried hope. But even before 2. St. John’s preaching. He preached the a3 survivors from another age. Then one by one
they knew Him, His presence tmrned their sor-  primary things, Baptism, Repentance, Remission  they will go the way of all flesh and a genera--
row into joy. By mmp}e and natural questloqs of Sins, these were his themes. They are great tion will arise to whom they will be as ghostlike
He. drew f_rom them thelr_sgd story of t.he Cruci- and fundameptal. He told the peop{e to turn and unreal as the original U. E. Loyalists, er
fixion, with the, despairing concession—“We away from sin and to seek the forgiveness of  waterloo heroes are to us to-day.
hoped that it was He which should redeem God. He also directed them to be baptized as . % & A
Israel.” a sign and seal of repentance and forgiveness. .
Then He took up the story with the startling -Christian Baptism his superseded the baptism The New Year finds, I think one may hope, * massacre, a
_exclamation—“0Q foolish men, and slow of heart of John. Together with repentance and faith pgrceptlble improvement in the _world mtuatxon, othe}' count
to believe, after all that the prophets have it is one of the primary things in the Christian with a vast amount, hov.vever! of leeway to be rection and
spoken! Behoved it not the Messiah to suffer these  religion and we have no right to separate it from  made up yet. The elections in France are de- To what
things, and to enter into His Glory?” And thus  them or to regard it as unnecessary. (See Heb.  cidedly reassuring and labour conditions in Eng- be charged
began the matchless Bible Lesson, which was to = 6:1-2.) ' . land, are for the present, visibly improved. : Eng- ing Russia
make for them the Old Testament shine with 3. His appeal to the prophets. The quotation  land is evidently getting back to work. The ex- that they a
“the light of the knowledge of the glory of God is from Isaiah 40: 8-5. ‘The central idea of John’s ports, for November were a ‘lljst_le more tham reports. H
in the Face of Jesus Christ.” How little we ministry is that of preparation. He was the fore- double those of October.. Conditions generally own press
realize . that Christ and the first Christians runner to announce the coming King. The mes- seem more settled on this continent. Bolshevism " counts is T
preached the Gospel from the Old Testament, sage he bl:ought. was a warning to be prepared though apparently enjoying military successes- is, leged innoc
and how few of us can do it even now! fo'lidthe Ku}xlg’s app:ai;lingl; In speatl:ini ;f t:; acc;r('l;;ngRto. all accounts, rapidly losl;g fa;ﬁ Without
s . . . wilderness he meant the barren waste of Jewi wit e Russians as an economic system, is’ the Bolshev
o e S e e aoponl. “Boiuine  life in his day. He tried to awaken these peo-  might have been anticipated, but the price paid, Sl some compx
. from Moses and from all the prophets, He in- ple to a rgahzatlon of how unr.eady they were x_md yet to be paid, to find it out seems tragically, 5 to discover
terpreted to them in all the Scriptures the things o meet their long-expected Messiah. if not enormously excessive. The tempest still’ = or program
_ coneerning Himself. And during all this time, 4. The response to his preaching. There were  blows with devastating force and will undoubt= =% We first
Sk thale hearts were burning’'while He multitudes who came to hear him. They were edly continue to blow, but I think I am safe in volutionists
talked with them by the way, and opened to- 3170 mfoveci.b{ his word; and presented them- saying, that there are indications that it is be countries i
them the Scriptures, yet “their eyes were holden selves for his baptisms. Some among them _were growing slowly to abate, and, up to a certain. revolutions.
that they should not know Him.” “And they  Smcere but, from verses 7, 8 and 9, we judge point, the slower the better. . the origina
drew nigh to the village, Whither they were 'hat many lacked true repentance and regarded ' ' government
gbing » and with the deli cac’y of & perfoct gentle- the baptism as a ceremonial act which :many Rk s .- o office. As
“H d though H. 1d go further.” were seeking. The -partial retirement of Sir Robert Bordem quite as bi
D IO AR ) 8 W& o from the premiership is undoubtedly reggetied " posed the

. “« St. John’s words to such were strong and very
But they could not bear to let Him go, “and they ' "5 05 ted out to them two truths. (1) by the majority of Canadians, irrespective of of the Cza

‘constrained Him, saying, ‘Abid for i . el ; G
9, SAYIRE, Arfle WIS uw tan He declared that fruits worthy of repentance  party leanings or affiliations.’ As far as I know The orig

Iy toqrary. svenihg, and the day Is far spont. Re-  Sir Robert hasn’t a personal or even a politieal governmen!

And He went bi ith them.” Th are the only proof of a true repentance. ,
e Went In to abide wi opon o 'pentance will show in amendment of life and in  enemy in Canada or anywhere. 1f he has I with the B

3 [ {4
g?;ﬁmpzﬁﬁvsiﬁoaemltoc:ﬁ:? If:ﬁi): ];::el no other way. (2) He indicated that they had - never met him. During the last forty-five years, had long :
loaf, and blessed it, and brake, and gave to them, D1° hereditary exemption from the necessity of  in fact since Confederation, I have only known: agitation.
And their eyes st opened aud they knew Him repentance, amendment of life and baptism. ©ne Canadian statesman—Sir John Thompson— general Pa
k% ad He ¢unished. out of theix, sight.” That they were descended from Abraham would  Who rivalled him in general estimation. - Though . deposed th
P As how. men. théir. hearts <overfowing with not save them. There are no privileged classes unlike some of his predecessors, the gbject : of the Dou
‘  tow. “the Tose up that very hou f,, and  Vith God. He regardeth not the persons of men passionate personal attachment of his followers, stitutional,
h“genrri e‘; Zl’l he {’wa 4 b Jerusrasiem to make Dut to all alike He sends the offer of His grace. he has from the beginning held their unwaverit truly demc
e v o th rZst }' thh Ie‘ ck i it o This was a hard saying for these proud Jews regard and confidence, and commanded at least tive of all |
fnloexperien?:e Inoone sl:n‘:; tll)xe ytwoelvl;ent bacl; but one which they greatly needed. ' the respect of his opponents. Sir Robert ¥  Were princ
to the city alo.né. ‘He was no lon’éer visibly with - 5. P“."tici' religion. When St. John told them  Chiefly be remembered. by the Coalition Gove ' treasonable
them. But, after all, He wag still as really their these things and that they were like a tree with  ment, a wonderful achievement for a country Lk Czar or r
“companion, as when first He “drew near and went  'h¢ axe already touching its roots, as the wood- W%, Where party feeling runs so high 4 : mans who
with them.” Never again would they walk without T30 measures his first blow, they began to ask  due solely to his own personal efforts.. Th by Germa
 Him. His “Rea] Presence” had become -to them what they must do. What are the fruits worthy =~ Was only one man in Canada able to do it feat the w.
& Serpatus! - and abiding reality. What fresh of repentance? He first spoke generally, as in he did it. - Sir Robert Borden’s shining qualif; traitors ge
i lfght it all threw upon His memorable words—  Yerse 11, on the need of practical goodness and  and has always been from his earliest manhod : military ge
- “Where two s vnthemed  foghither i My helpfulness. Publicans or tax gatherers and also  capacity for hard, concentrated work. Every £ sia to the
T am .I in the midst of them!™ Ays soldiers asked about their special cases and St. he has accomplished during his career as te: { ‘ itas
and t’he amubitei individnal ballever is e Joh.n directed them as to the kind ‘of conduet lawyer and statesman, has been effected by , Russiang
really Sns. “T hive loved ice with.an ever- whxch.would agree with the new and better life means. He is an outstanding: example of i ‘% and Wish’e<
lasting love.” “I will never leave thee, nor for- to which they felt themselves called. Religious fact that character rather than cleverness is # 4 out the G
R o0 ¥ ’ experience does need outward expression, Fruits first requisite for success, that integrity The Bo
' _ m?;stpc?m;n astothti ng:]t of Tnﬁore abundant life. ls)i:mli)ght; dealing will carry a man, slowly it ¥ - B ‘tion agair
\ - Pointing e Christ. The message of John e, but surely, to his goal. . . B ‘
Men judg b a.ch God b the Ba:ptlst so stirred the people that %hey 'won- v . e - “ :::?:::ly
_ Men_judge us. by our actions, V OUr  dered if he were the Christ. St. John, therefore, bk i i e
: ‘ ' directed them to the coming One and stated L : & ! Sia i
There is no reason:why the flight of time his own unworthiness in comparison. He spoke Remember that true prosperity is not so m v t° Ge
should mean the flight of happiness. Each chang-  of Christ as baptizing with tHe Holy Ghost ang 2 State of pocket-book as it is 8 state of mindi s tyhing
ing period of life, like each changing season,  with fire and also indicated the fact of judgment To be truly prosperous one must feel prosperc ; treacheroy
holds its own peculiar joys and beauties. Though and separation which must ensue from the Spixeus] prosperity is not somefhing SRS | : and: eomm
the years take much away, they also have much  gence of the Lord. 'M : ae pre-  and goes with the tide of worldly events. ' Howeve:
to give us. How many of our fearful outlooks  recorded ( 1; - Many other things not here  an abiding assurance that inspires confidencs; of th g'
R e Lokt 10 saly wo roliacl SHAt Wo the i ;:od ti)d'he alsc;I sa:i(_l in preaching to h;zalth and happiness.. Do not allow the glamoutSss A ewm:té !
st balien- that the Godl of-the pest 1s g _tidings. He did not hesitate to = of other people’s worldly opulence to discourage £ g
pro 0 ; enounce the sins of the powerful Herod. John  YOU. There are riches in the secret place of EhESEE + g '8 8
also the God”of the future! “He will never leave  ‘was indeed the greatest of the prophets. - No Most High within you, far surpassing those ol . Bolshevigy
-mor forsake.” Trust Him! - , fear of man ever kept him from.declaring the the outside. “Seek ye first his%ngdom,";ﬁﬂ Bl oy
R Rev.,T. H, IBBOTT. truth. rlghteousgess; and all these things shall be . ; osition
unto you.”—Selected. .. tively in |
$ - 3 £ ph‘n,. But
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