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THE CHILD JESUS.

Thie issue of the WEsLEYAN will find
its way into the hands of several thou-
sand- of its readers on the day set apart
by the world as that of the
Saviour's birth. We can never, by study
and contemplation, too fully comprehend
the divine love, the infinite wisdom, and
the surpassing wonder which are appar-
ent in that scene at Bethlehem.  The in-
spiring theme ust continue to be, to the
ming aud to the heart, ever fresh and in-

Christian

exhaustible.

Tie ¢losing prophecy of the Old Testa-
ment is peculiarly significant. It indi-
Messiah would come
turned

cates that when the
the neart of the fathers should be
t tue chiidren, and the heart of the chil-
dren to the tathers. How remarkable
that in the birth ot Christ, and in his help-
less intaney, as the opening records of
the 4.u-1n-i~ <how, we should have the
great means for the continuous fulfillment
0. ibose words of the Hebrew seer.

[ every Christinas season there is a
svinb u«',xiyl.hli!lll"hl of the ancient pro-
];l;.-.'_u —the hearts ot the parents are turn-
c¢d toward the children. As wise men
brousht their choiee gifts of gold and
fran"incense wnd myrrh and presented
themn

vthe promised and promising habe,

so. row, ecverywhere, throughout all
Chri~tian lands, do parents, in honor of
that hahe of Bethlehem, make this season
the inost josous of the year, and crown

its joy~ by prezenting rifts to the growing
children of the day.

The incide nts connected with the incar-

nation are thrillingiv. wonderful.  How
strangee that birth in poverty, and that
cradlc in amanger. How suggestive that
theie was no room for Mary the mother
of Jesus in that wayside inn. IHow re-
mart ) it no Jodeer of that ero wd-
ed i hiel offered his  apartments to
Josi urd his ycung wife on that De-

cemner night. An inn is suvposced to

welconee: and to entertain all comers<: and

yet neither ior Joseph, nor for the voung
maoti fode-u-, nor for the buabe who was
Immanuoel —=God with us, was there any

weleome, ar entertainment, or room in

the jun.,

ghox
Leen coming through the ages. He comes
e comes Are not
" Do we not welcome
and cntertain many a guest?  Jesus has
stood at the door and kuocked.  Have onr
<o filled with other guests
‘oo has been no room for him in
All round the world, at this

e Jesus comes again.  He has

to us. now, our

hearts like an inn

hearts been
that ¢
the
season, and in almost every land, the
imagination of mankind is stirred, the
emotions are excited, and the heart beats
quicker, becase the mind of man has
grasped the truth that God, in Christ the
babe of Bethlehem, was manifest in the
flesh. It is not enough, bowever, that
men intellecctually shall receive the glad
announcement. It is with the heart that
man receives the Saviour unto righteous-
ness. lHave we welcomed him to the
heart ? Is he now with us an abiding
guest ?

A MERRY CHRISI'MAS AND A HAPPY NEW

YEAR TO ALL OUR READERS.

PASSING AWAY.

This issue of our paper is the closing
number of another year, and ot another
volume. The last hours of the year 1879
are rapidly passing away. Sucha season
must,, to the thoughtful mind, suggest the
essential transitoriness, brevity, and deca-
dence of the things ot this life. From the
contemplation of these swift-flying mo-
ments we should look upon our life, our
purposes, and endeavours in the light ot
the eternal world. What is our life ? Is
it simply an every-day struggle for food
anl raiment, for the acquisition of pro-
perty and position, for the gratification of
selfish aims and desires; or is it an un-
ceasing striving after better things, and
an earnest toiling for the upbuilding of
the Redecmer's kingdom in the earth ?
Wien we realize that another yeur is
passing away we can scarcely tail to re-
@ >mber that tor us, as individuals, there
will come, ere long, the end of all earthly
things. How are we affected by our con-
mection with these things that perish with
the using ? When we look upon the pic-
tgre that rises up before us, do we recog-
nize, as its background, the eternal and
invisible world ? What to us are the real
and pe-manent things; and what the
thing=~ of lesser value, and ot tading aud
failingz iuterest.
How great the danger that we shall re-
gard those things that we sce as the

things that ave real and permanent.  Iow
many things appear to us to be immu-
tablo, We sjean of the ‘' everiusti o

hills,” of the
“unc ino
unchanging

‘‘unwasting  sun,” ot the

natural  laws.”  Those
things ihat we can appreciate with  the
eye. and the ear, and the touch, we think
to be veal.  But when MC Year is passing

-

\
away, and another year is coming, we 3
ma_v. give ourselves to contemplative
moods. and seek to test the relative value |
of the seen and the unseen, by those modes
of measurement which we find in the
oracles of God.

There is an important sense, of course,
in which the things of this world are real
and are important. But ‘¢ passing away”
is, nevertheless, written upon every thiug
of earth. The things that are invisible,
that belong to the spiritual realm, that
mould human character, that affect the
destiny of man—the things that eye can
not see, nor ear hear, nor hand touch—
these are of transeendent importance, and
of eternal interest. Do we estimate aright
the tashion of this world which passetn
away > Have we learned so to look upon
those things as to be saved from bondage
and fear and trembling concerning the
future> How brief to all of us is the
journey ot life.  How unexpectedly short
is time to some of us. How thick throng |
the coming changes. How many voices
call to us, uas another dying vear is pass-
ing away, to prepare to meet our God.
Every tick ot the clock strikes off an em-
phatic homily. Every beating pulse tells
that tiie endis drawing on apace. Blessed
are they who, when the bridegroom com-
eth, have the lamp trimmed and burning.

WIHO SLEW THEM *

The Order of the Sins of Temperance
was introduced into New Drunswick in
April 1847. York Division, Number Two,
was instituted on the fourteenth day of
that month in Fredericton A tew months
later another branch ot that Order known
as Brunswick Division, was organized
lhvﬁ’; The summer and autumn of that
year were remarkable because of the in-
gathering, into those organizations, of
many persons who had lullj_’ been, more
or lcss completely, the Tvietims and the
slaves of intemperance ~ The wrecks that
strong drink had made in that town be-
longed to every class, and to almost every
age, in the community.  There were old
nen who were tottering on the
brink ot the drunkard's grave, There

were middle-aged inebriates who-e race

there

was nearly run.  And there were young
men who oncee had hich hopes,

but who

bright
prospects, and manly  vizour,
had learned to drink of the sparkling cup,

and 1o revel wmnid the perilous excitements
ot hacehanahian gatherings.,

Many of those who had been wounded
by strong drink, were induced to abandon
the inebriating cup, and to secure enrol-
ment in the membership of the youthful
Order. Amongst this number was a
young Englishman whom we will call
George, who, at that time, was a resident
aud who, also, wus a
sowewhat notorious drunkard, and who,
scveral times, had been brought to the
gates ot the grave in delirium (remens.
George was then only about three and
twenty years of age,  Ile had unusually
favourable, social, and educational ad-
vantaZes. He was altractive in manners.
He wus a genera! favourite in the circles
in which he moved. No young mun in the
town had tairer prospects than might have
been his.  But he, so early, had become a
drunkard.  Earnest temperance workers
secured his admission into Brunswick Di-
vision. The reclaimed youth determined
now, apparently, with earnest purpose, to
enter upen a career of sobriety, and hon-
our, and usetulness. Month atter month,
all went well,; [hose days, tor temper-
ance workers;, and for many a reformed
man, were what we called palmy days.

On the first day of January, 1848, |
George tollowed the custom of the place '
in making New Year's calls. A young
lady, at whose residence he had called
that day, invited him to take a glass of
wine. He declined, with thanks, stating
that be had not drank a drop tor months,
aud intended to drink no more. The
young lady did not press her invitation;
but, wisely, commended him for his
worthy purpose.

ot Frederieton,

In a few minutes more George had call-
ed at the residence at another young lady.
Ilere he was again invited to take a glass
ot wine. He again declined with apnlo-
gies. This young ludy, knowing his weak-
nesy did not urge her temptation ; but,
like the former one, also complimented
him upon his noble resolution, and ex- |
pressed a hope that he would never fall. |

Again, in a short timc¢ more, he had
made anothar call, where, again, was a
young lady acquaintance presiding over
t:c drawing room,and over the wine cup,

Here, also, he was asked to take the flow
iz wind Here, likewise, he deelined |
with thanks the proffered beverage. This
young lady, however, with fascinatling
persuasiveness, pressed upon her guest the
sparklicg bowl. He still declined. ¢ But,™

)

“avu will drink just one glass
of wine with

Sda sut,
me==(icorge, wont you 7" |
Potonanvied enlien Kfges She
Before
the tremendous power of that terrible

Clwpriing drink.

handed it to the trail voung man.

crisis, his resolation and his manliness |

oave way,  (yeorce broke d wwn: he ieno- |
R4

|

|

Liy teil: he drank the fatal wine,

L away again.

Within fifteen minutes thereafter George
was drinking brandy in 3 Regent 'Strm‘t
bar-room. Within another fifteen minutes
he was staggering in the crooked ways of
th e drunkard on the snowy streets. With-
in another hour the sad tidings ot the
downfall of George—the first known viola-
tion ot the Sons of Temperunce pledge in

| Fredericton—had made the ears of many

a sorrowful listener tingle.

George was reinstated in his member-
ship in the Order. But he quickly broke
He was again placed upon
his feet in the brotherhood.  Nothing,
however, it appeared, could save him.
The winter passed away. The spring
time came. [n the month ot the following
May, demoralized, and despairing. he,
under the overmastering power ot deliri-
umi tremens, plunged into the waters of
the Nashwaaksis River, near Fredericton,
and thus met the untimely fate of the
suicide,

There was another one—a fair young
heart whose life seemed bound up in him,
and in his fate, who thereafter retused to
be comforted, and who nevermore appear-
ed to smile as she had hitherto been wont
to do.  In six‘months more her strength
had failed, and her heart was broken, and
we, with others, lowered the lifeless re-
mains into the resting place of the dead,
as. in the previous May, we had helped
to perform the same sad office for her
lover.  We have never o.ace, since then,
seen a fair hand pass the wine cup to an-
other, without thinking of those friends of
our youth, and ot their fate; and ot how
bitter a tragedy may grow out of a New
Year's call, and a glass of wine.

Who slew those young persons ?

EUROPEAN AFFAIRS.
The situation in Europe, as the
1879 is approaching its close, is far from

year

being satisfactory.  The whole continent

is suffering from the effects of poor har-

vests, and unremuncerative labour, and
commereial depression generally. A few

yvears ago the American  cities consumed,
to a large extent, the products of Europe.
American gold was sent in immense quan-
tities to pay for European products. Now
The United States

much

a ehange has come.
and Canada have become oreater
producers, relatively, than they were o
few years ago. Their grain, their cattle,
and other products, conveved by quick-
sailing steamers, can be landed on the
shores of the old world, and can be put
upon its markets at prices with which the
old world producers can not successfully
compete. The gold of Europe mnst,there-
fore, come to America, in increasing quan
tities, to pay the balances of the trade.
The martial attitade of Europe is one
of its most deplorable features. Germany,
France, Russia, Austria, Italy, and to a
great extent England, are bristling with
bayonets. The number of men who are
taken from the plough, and the work-
shops, of those nations, amounts to sever-
al millions.  Those millions of men are
not only non-producers, but are a terrible
burden upon the toiling tax-payers of
those countries. When will those nations
learn to have war no more? When will
they sec that the nations of Europe |
ought to be so united in a commereial,
and political, Zollverein, or federation,
that a war between any of those countries
would be really a ¢ivil war, against which
every civilized land should lift its voice in
intelligent and emphatic denunciation ?
When those mighty armies shall dwin-
dle into a few ekeleton brigades, and the
milliens who are now building fortresses,
and gsthering together the munitions of
war, shall turn to the avoeations of peace-
ful industry, then, indeed, to that contin-
ent that now almost trembles beneath the
tread of its armed hosts, will better days

have eome.

ACADIAN MINES.

We visited the Acadian Mines on Sat-
urday 13th inst. This locslity is about two
miles from Londonderry Station, on the In- |
ercolonial Railway, and is in a picturesque |
valley of the Cobequid Mountains. It is '
the centre of the operations ot the Acadian
Mines Iron Manutacturing Company. A
branch railway leads trom Londonderry to |
the mines. The ore from which the iron
is manufactured is ot a very valuable

| quality, eontaining a large percentage of

irun, and is taken from two mines, one at
the east side of the village, and the other
at the west side. The two superinten- |
dents, or ‘‘ captains,” of the mines are
Cornish men, and brothers, namely, Cap-
tain John Bryant, and Captain Nicholas |
Bryant.

The buildings in which are the bjast
furnaces, puddling furnaces, rolling mills,
We had the

elc., are very extensive.

| pleasure of ascending, by the elevator, to |

the top of the blast furnaces, aad of wit- |

| Dessing the depositing ot ore, coal, coke,

and limestone at the top of the furnace,
We saw also the molten liquid drawn
from the lower end of the turnace, and

then cast into moulds,thus making what is

called pigiron.
A tew hundred feet trom the buildinges |
containing the blast furnaces are the spat |

| lottetown, per Rev. H. P Cowperthwaite,

| mittee have just issued an interesting do-

cious struetures containing the puddling
Here we
puddled: con-

furnaces, and rolling mills
saw the pig iron melted:
verted into ballsabout the size ot whalt bus-
roll-

nthe

hel basket: throuch the

then pat
then drawn out

ing process; betwee

wheels of various kinds, and sizes, into
bars of round iron, varying in thickness
7 : 1 : A

from a quarter of an ioch to six inches,

and into bars of tflat iron of the several
usual kinds

In June last, owing to the depression
in the iron business, the Compuny sus-
pended their wouks at the mines almost
entirely. [he
price ot iron, has led to a resumption of
And now the

and the business is

recent aivance in the

the business. work is

thoroughiv manned,

being carried on  extensively, day and

nicht. The blast turnace turns out about
fitty tons of pig iron per day. From twen-
ty-five to forty tons per day pass tirough

the puddling turnaces, and the rolling
mills.
A considerable quantity of the iron is

sold, in its -* pig iron™ con
foundry purposes, in ditferent puarts of the

Dominion. Some idea of the extent of

the business ot the Mines may Le interred

from the tact that the company pays the

Intercolonial Railway an average of ~10,-

000 per month, all the year round, tor
freight ot coal, and other materials, to
Londonderry. I'his amount doe- not in-
clude charces tor tieicht of iron /o

the works.

Il present popuiation ot Al-

bion Mines villaee is abouat three thea-
<and five hundred. Ab our <ix huandred
men are emiployed by the o mpaayv. Duar-

Janue hias

ing the last two vears Mr
I He

has the ll'iﬁll'.;l'i“ll ol IH‘IH‘_' not onlv thor-

ven the echief manacerot the worhks

ouchly devoted to the interests ot the

stock holders of the Company, but of he
ing highly csteemed by his many  em-
ployees, and ot being very popular in the
community generally.,

We were comewhat <tartled o

at ‘he  head-quarters  of

Hoareivin
this extensive

manutacturing and business industry, to

find posters announcing thag the price tor
tickets ot sudmis<<ion to a lecture, on that
evening. had been fixed at tweaty-live

cents cach, and forty cents for reserved

Sels We were even more a-lonished o
dnd, on o goinz to the hal, that it was 1ill-
cd, at those rates,

Our enercetic and saceessful mini-ter
there, Rev. I B, Maek, had his Anniver-
sary Missionary Sermons preached on the
welre

last Sabbath.  The financial result

highly satisfactory.

THE RELIEF AND EXTENSION
FUND.
The circuit lists are now comine in ra- |
pidly. ¢ The Halitax South Cirenit list

The Andorer
Circuit New
wick and Prince Edward [sland, shows a

total ot #15.57.

shows a total of $999 50.
list, Conferenece ot Bruns

Ihere are upwards of

600 cireui's yet to be heard from. f
The Treasurers have reccived since |
former acklowledgements, from Char-

$200.00; from Halifax South, per Rev. S.
B. Dunn, $304.00.

The cash receipts to date are within a
fraction of ¥20,000.

CHRISTIAN WORK BY AND FOR RAIL-
ROAD MEN, OR CHRISTIAN MEN
AT WORK.

The International (Y.M.C. A.) Com-

cument in the shape of a Report of the
recent Conference of Railroad Young Men's
Christian Associations held at Altoona,
Pa. 116 Christian Railroad men from all
grades in the service were present,
Papers approving and advocating the
work were read, from !lessrs. C. Vander-
bilt of the New York Central; F. R,
Myers and R. F. Smith ot the Penna Sys-
tem of Roads, and other prominent R. R.
Managers. The aim of the International
Committee has been to organize Christian
Railroad Men, at the leading R, R. Cen- |
tres, and to open Reading Rooms, placing |
them, and the social and religious work |
conducted in them under the charge of

| competent Christian men called Railroad

Secretaries.

There were present at Altovna, Secre-
tirics and Delegates from New York, Chi-
cago, Cleaveland and Columbus, Iad:an-
apolis, Louisville, Detroit snd ether
Railroad centres.

Full reports were made of the methods
and usefulness of the work. and this pam
phlet gives aceount of seventy ot these
organizations of Christian Railroad men.

No one who reflects upon the vast in-

| .
terests represented by the Railroads of

the country can fail to be interested in
the details of this useful work which con-
templates the benefit and best welfare of
the vastarmy of men engaged upon these
lines of traflic.

So strongly does this work commend
itself wherever it is wisely prosecuted,
Rail-

ST
\ali-

that in almost every instanec were
road Secretaries are employed the
road Companics and Officials co-operate
in the support, and in the maintenance of
the social and religious work of which

they have charge.
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In the North American Review for Jan.
uary, M. Ferdiand de Liesseps examines
the different echemes that bave been pro-
posed for the construction of a ship canal
across the lsthmus of Darjen, conn. cting
the Atlantic and Pacific oceans. . pro-
nounces the Nicaragua Canal project 1o
be inadequate, and insists upon the necos-
sity of a canal baving one level of water
from oeean to ocean. The Nica ragua
route 18 1o the first place too lung, being
two bundred aod ninety-five kilometers ;
then, its twenty-one locks would make
navigation 8o slow that there would be
practically no saving of time, and great
steamships could wore profitably go round
Cape Horn.  Even were the Nicarugua
Canal to be constructed, M e Lesseps
h.lds that it could never be anything elve
than a channel for inferior navigation : it
could never accommodate the large vetsels
which now cariy the worli’s cowmerce.
The second artical is by Francis Parkman,
who reviews the arguments aiduced in 'a-
vor of woman-suffiage hy five udvocites
of that measure in the Novewber unwer
of the Review. When the great muss of
womankind demands the right of suff. g,
it will be accorded, says Mc Pu:kwnn;
but with all the agitation of rhis quest B
during several decades, the femals sex 18
still content to be represented in pol ti al
affairs by their male 1elatives. N. v.1the-
less, woman may exert a VY gZreat pow o
in the commonwealth. If they are s ui d
in budy aud wind, 1wpait this sounduess
to & numercus offspring und rea. thew to
) nd dary, the-e
are no national evils that we cannot ove =
come. Mr. Froude, in the latter balf of
hisarticle *“ Romansmn anc (h.- 1115l Kace
i the United States,” 1ecoun taebist oy
of Eugi sh ruicin l.eiay. Ti. it ¢
8, BCCOrN L Lo LUIM, A =10 “w -
ders on the part of the succ. s vee Eilsn
governments. Tu. Lsimo ue
whose policy migu: hase v gie o 4 2
both to Eugland and v, [+ ap i, was U i-
ver Croww. 1 If the- liish yeople u Jd
been suhjeet v, muck ul 4
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generations, they wou.s .. "eegthyers
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