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"Christian. ‘The greater, therefore, is the liability
that a mere profession of piety will berrested in as
constituting the nature of religion; that forms and
ceremonies, and| an ootward observance of certain
duties will be substituted for heart-felt religion—~a

rinciple of saving, operative grace, exercising jts
{:ztllowiing and puritying influence overghe heart and
extending its salutary and restraining power over
the conduct—and| hereby a perpetual occasion be gi-
ven to the Ministers of the Saactuary to enforce the
Apostte’s doctring,—* In Christ Jesus neither circum-
cigion availeth any thing, nor uncircumcision, but a
new erealure.” I3(31\]. vi. 13.)

This then is the evil especially to be guarded
nygainst in these d;nys of religious profession; and that
there is reason for caution is evident from the fact,
that n great proportion of the Christian world, so
called, has nctunl’{? and contentedly settled down into
a mere dead, lifcless form, denying the existence of
angjnward principle of saving grace in the soul, and
wranding, withou( ceremnony, all as fanatics or enthu-
siasts, who profess to enjoy a spiritualy, heart-felt re-
ligion. With reason, it might be asked, what is reli-
giotawithout the inward power?—I1 is only a name,
u shadow, a cold lifeless corpse; and assuch is worth
comparatively litde, nay; nothing at all, as to its he-
neficial bearing ow man's future destiny. Formsand
cercmonies, the external decencies of relizion, should
imeet with attention,—its outward duties be practised
butall these avail nothing if the kingdon of God he
not set up in the Heart: separate and apart from vyi-
tal, experimental godliness, they are * gs sound.ng
brass ora tinklingicymbal.”  ‘The anciefit Pharisees,
beyond doubt, cartied their charities and obscrvance
of ceremonies and externalduties farther than their
modern progeny; but with peculiar emphasis, the
assertion fell fromithe sacred lips of our Lord, ¢ Ep-
cept your righteousness shall exceed the rizhteotis-
ness of the Scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no case
cuter into the Kingdom of God;” (Matt. v. 20) And
to what does our Lord here refer but to an invard
principle of piety? As an universal rule, without a
solitary exception in favour of the ost externally

“moral, the inspired Volume has decided that ¢ the
kingdom of God,” only another phrase for true reli-
gion, ““is not meat and drink,” doesnot primarily
consist in any outward thin;; ¢ hae righteonsness
and peace, and joyin the Holy Ghost.”- “(Rom. xiv,
17.)  Were it otherwise, why did our Saviour so so.
lemnly declare, *“ the kingdom of God is 1wiihin you?"
(Luke xvii. 21) and the Apostle so emphatically pro-
nounce, * If any man be in Christ,” that is, a Chris-
tian, “ he is & new creature: old things are passcd

er.” (1 Cor. iv. 20.) For ¢ except a man be born

of water and of the SyiriT, he cannot enter into the

Kingdom of God.” (Joba iii. 5.)
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THE CHRISTIAN SBABLATH.

How sweet the day of rest;
The Rubba'h—couscerated to the Lord;
Part of hcaven's rest to {allen man restored,
Hullow und sanctioned by God's holy word;
Oh! “tis sipremely blest.

IHow sweet the house of Prayer !
Tlov: pure the Lliss wa fecl—haw free the grace,
\While in the wariith of ragturcus joy we trace, -
The presence of our master flls the place,

The Master, Jesus) there. )

How sweet the holy jos ¢
Which hights the features of the aged suint,
While atthe throne of grace, he poure his plaim . —
This jov—not glowing c.oqueuce rag padut,

Nor depiii of woe destroy.,

Tlinve thy Llest ahode,—
Tre earth'y iemnb of hesven'sglorions King,
Wihwre same the tibate of their o tives Liings
Evenhewved seoms nearer while tiy | .ve wersing,
My Saviouicand my God.

What [ though lifc's path be strewn
With earth’s original Lriers—zrict wid paing
What ! thouch inpassins woes the iesi comiplaing
Thcre still doth s eteriad rest ramadi,

W heresoriow is not hivown, |

Then in fall clery erowid,
A nover-ending Sabhath we 2 hall know :
W here streams of bliss aniuie rranted fiow,
Ui ting flowers of peac [erendnad grow,
And endless joys abeund,

Al!' when the t.me sha! crme,
From carth that sets our lonesing =Pirits free —
Yos—we phall bve, and Yove, md iza with thee
Destined throughio at o« Jonz ot Tty —
InParadise toblogia,

There shell our praives tlend,

Wit the hosannas of the rancomed threng;

Who—while heaven's Biss lends rapinre to their tongue,

Censeless conspire te swell the ilmuorial song;
A SADBATU WITHOUT aap '
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