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•even in the family to equalize the 
fourth with the second generation 
in number. (6) This is a worse 
case. Grandfather had six children, 
of whom two married and had nine 
children, but of these nine children 
in the third generation only two are 
married and have two children, not 
each but altogether, though there 
are still some hopes. i4) Still 
worse. Grandfather, seven chil­
dren. Four married, all had chil­
dren, fifteen in all, but of these, 
though all are over thirty, only one 
is married and there are no chil­
dren, (61 A much better case, and 
there are some of these. Grand­
father had eight children, of whom 
six married. All of them had chil­
dren, twenty-eight in all. Of these 
only one-half, fourteen in all, 
married, and they had thirty-one 
children, a little more than the 
polite average of two. They are 
slightly more than replacing the 
second generation. (6' Another of 
the better families. Grandparents 
had three children, all married and 
had seventeen children. A little 
more than the five in the family, 
which constitutes obedience to the 
precept of increase and multiply. 
Of these seventeen, however, only 
five married and they have sixteen 
children. They are beginning to 
fade. Of all the well-to-do families 
of whom records have reached me 
here is the best : Grandparents 
seven children. Six married and 
all had children, twenty-five in 
number, and sixteen of these have 
married and have forty children. 
Even this, however, as will be seen 
readily, does not represent multi­
plication.

Apparently from what I have 
found, if the Church is to depend 
on the reproductive increase of the 
Irish Catholics of this country for 
its membership the future looks 
blank indeed. This is not at all a 
new view, 1 know, but has been ex­
pressed by at least half a dozen who 
have looked into the question some­
what before this. The one reason 
for calling attention to it once more 
is to try to tempt people to look into 
these conditions in their own neigh­
borhood and let us know the facts. 
After looking over the data that 1 
have in hand already I am forced to 
the conclusion that while the few­
ness of children in the families rep­
resents a very prominent factor in 
the unfortunate situation that is 
evidently developing, it is by no 
means the "only factor, and I doubt 
whether it is even the most serious 
factor.

That is to my mind the very large 
number of old maids and old 
bachelors who are to be found in 
Irish families in this country. I 
know that even at home in Ireland 
there was usually at least one ex­
ample of these two anomalies, and 
sometimes one of each in the fami­
lies, though when the/ were as large 
in numbers as families are in Ire­
land, that did not seem to make so 
much difference. Here in America, 
however, it is not unusual to have 
half the children of the family re­
main unmarried. Sometimes it is 
actually more than that. That 
question is too large to treat prop­
erly at the end of this article, so I 
am asking the Editor of America to 
let me tell a little of the story of old 
maids and old bachelors in a suc­
ceeding contribution, and to touch 
upon the question of our college 
graduates not having nearly sons 
enough to represent them in the 
next generation in college, as 
another phase of this very interest­
ing and, it seems to me, extremely 
important question.

NECROMANCY
Necromancy is derived from two 

Greek words, which mean the dead 
and divination. It applies to that 
special mode of divination which 
consists in the evocation of the 
dead. The practice of necromabcy 
supposes the survival of the soul 
after death, the possession of a 
superior knowledge by disembodied 
spirits, and the possibility of com­
munication between the living and 
the dead. As divinities were often 
but human heroes raised to the rank 
of gods, necromancy, mythology 
and demonology are closely allied.

Necromancy has always been com­
mon among pagan nations in all 
ages and countries. Isaias refers 
to the practice in Egypt, and Moses 
warns the Israelites against imitat­
ing the Chanannite abominations, 
which include seeking the truth 
from the dead. The classical liter­
atures of Greece and Rome contain 
numerous references to necro­
mancy. It was practiced even by 
Roman emperors, and not con­
demned by philosophers or satir­
ists.

The seances of those ‘days were 
held in caverns and in volcanic 
regions, or near lakes and rivers, 
which were popularly supposed to 
communicate with the infernal 
regions, and which thus rendered 
intercourse between the quick and 
the dead more easy and expeditious. 
Somewhat on the same principle, 
the modern psychic laboratory is 
located in the vicinity of a morgue 
or an undertaker’s refrigerator for 
the convenience of spirits >who still 
hover about their earthly tenement. 
For instance, the celebrated oracle 
of Thesprotia was situated quite 
near the River Acheron, one of the 
rivers of hell, and the oracle of 
Cumae was near Lake Avernus in 
Campania. The spirits that issued 
through belching volcanoes must 
have felt much relieved when they 
reached the fresh air ; and a sum­
mons from the living must have 
been sweeter to them than release 
to a prisoner or a half-holiday to 
school children.

The Mosaic law forbids necro­
mancy, declares that to seek the 
truth from the dead is abhorred by 
God, and even makes it- punishable 
by death. Neverthelesss, in spite 
of stern prohibitions and severe 
penalties, the Hebrews often 
imitated the example of their pagan 
neighbors in this as in other re­
spects, and were punished accord­
ingly.

In the first centuries of the Chris­
tian erathe practice of necromancy 
was common among pagans, as the 
Fathers of the Church frequently 
testify. It was often associated 
with other magical arts and other 
forms of demoniacal practices, and 
Christians were warned against such 
observances. In the opinion of the 
Fathers, “the demons represent 
themselves as the souls of the 
dead.” The rulers of Church and 
State passed severe laws against 
pagan magic, divination and super- 
stition, including necromancy. 
In fact, little by little the 
term necromancy lost its strict 
meaning and was applied to 
all forms of black art, becoming 
closely associated with alchemy 
witchcraft and magic. Notwith- 
standingall efforts tocheck orelimin- 
ate it, it survived in one form or 
another during the Middle Ages, 
and received a new Impetus at the 
time of the Renaissance by the neo- 
Platonic doctrine of demons. In 
recent times necromancy, as a 
distinct belief and practice, re­
appears under the name of Spiritism.

The article on necromancy in the 
Catholic Encyclopedia concludes 
with these words : “The Church 
does not deny that, with the special 
permission of God, the souls of the 
departed may appear to the living, 
and even manifest to them things 
unknown. But understood as the 
art of science of evoking the dead, 
necromancy is held by theologians 
to be due to the agency of evil 
spirits, for the means taken are 
inadequate to produce the expected 
results. In pretended evocations of 
the dead there may be many things 
explainable naturally or due to 
fraud ; how much is real and how 
much must be attributed to imagin­
ation and deception, cannot be de­
termined. But real facts of necro­
mancy, with the use of incantations 
and magical rites, are looked upon 
by theologians, after tit. Thomas, as 
special modes of divination due to 
demoniacal intervention, and divin­
ation itself is a form of supersti­
tion.”

“Spiritism and Religion,” is the 
title of a work written by Baron 
Johan Lil jencrants for his doctorate 
at the Catholic University of 
America. On page 9 the writer 
says : “While the Spiritistic move­
ment is distinctly modern, its essen­
tial features are probaby as old 
as the human race. We find them in 
what is known as necromancy, or 
the—at least presumed—evocation 
of the spirits of the departed for 
the purpose of divination, practiced 
in all ages and rather universally, 
but especially among pagan 
peoples.” In this passage and 
several others, the learned doctor 
admits that modern Spiritism and 
ancient necromancy are substan­
tially the same, though they may 
differ accidentally. But the activity 
of the demon, who impersonates the 
dead, is an essential feature of 
necromancy. Therefore the demon 
is also the chief actor in modern 
Spiritism. After admitting thit 
necromancy and Spiritism agree in 
their essential features. Dr. Liljen- 
crants tries to eliminate the devil 
from modern Spiritism, and to 
show that spiritistic phenomena are 
due to jugglery or to foi ces of nature 
not yet investigated nor fully under­
stood. In so doing he teems to us 
to contradict himself. If the demon 
was in the old cult, he must also be 
in the new. Besides, it is illogical 
to appeal from known to unknown 
forces ; and it is an insult to the 
honesty and intelligence of eminent 
scientists who admit the chief 
phenomena of Spiritism, to say that 
it is all a case of conscious frauds 
and unconscious dupes. Moreover, 
the condemnation of the Church 
supposes the presence of the evil 
spirit at seances.

This attitude of Baron Liljen- 
crants is taken by several cham­
pions of orthodoxy. They think 
that the best way to combat the 
evil is to point out its deception. 
One . clerical foe of the modern 
necromancy attempts to reproduce 
the phenomena of the spiritistic 
dark room, but his tricks are a 
fiasco to any man who knows any­
thing about the real facts of spirit­
ism. The best way to knock the 
devil out of spiritism is to admit 
that he is there, and to treat him 
accordingly. While we grant that 
mediums often practice fraud in 
order to conceal their intermittent 
powers and give the sitters some 
return for their money, we cannot 
admit that spiritism is always 
wholly deception or hallucination. 
In this matter as in others let us 
give the devil his due. We have no 
brief to become the devil's advo< 
cate.—Catholic Union and Times.

DAILY MASS

When we get into the next world 
we shall see how foolish we have 
Tieen not to go to Mass frequently 
on weekdays. The* churches ought 
to be crowded every morning. The 
power of one Mass is enough to re­
deem the world. People struggle 
and struggle and worry and plot 
and plan, and it all comes to noth­
ing. If they went to daily Mass 
things would be very different. 
There should be at least one repre­
sentative at daily Mass for each 
family of the parish.—Stella Maris.
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HIDE TROUBLE
Quickly Relieved By Short Treatment 

With “FRUIT-A-TIVES"

madam lalonde

170 Champlain .St., Montreal, P.Q.

“I am writing to tell you that 
1 owe my life to **Fruit-a-ti<. is". This 
fruit medicine relieved me when I 
had given up all hope of recovering 
my health.

“I suffered terribly from Kidney 
Trouble, Dyspepsia and Weakness. I had 
these troubles for years and all the 
medicine I took did not do me any 
good.

“I read about “Fruit-actives'* and / 
tried them. After I had taken a few 
boxes, I was entirely relieved of the 
Kidney Trouble, and Dyspepsia, and 
had gained in strength.

“I hope those who suffer with 
Kidney '^rouble, Dyspepsia and 
Weakness will take “Fruit-a-tives’* 
to recover their health”.

JEANNETTE LALONDE.
50c a box, 6 for $2.50, trial size 25c. 

At dealers or sent postpaid by Fruit- 
a-tives Limited, Ottawa.
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Purity does it
Take half * cake of Sunlight, 
pare It Into hot water in your 
washer end stir into a rich 
•tads. Put in the clothes and 
operate the washer. Later, 
rinse them thoroughly, and your 
clothes will be beautifully clean 
and snowy white.
The rich cocoanut and palm 
oils blend is the secret of the 
Sunlight cleansing power.
Buy Sunlight — its purity saves 

your clothes.

It’s a Fact !
Somebody (his name was 
Dave Holtzman — his 
age 18).
Took a $1000 Endow­
ment Policy for which he 
undertook to pay
$761.25—spread over a 
period of 35 years

^1 But the profits, distri­
buted annually, so re­
duced his premiums that 
he paid only
$515.24—in actual cash

So that Dave's net re­
sults at the age of 53 
were :—
35 years’ protection 
and $197.67 for each 
$100. he paid the 
Company.

If that is the kind of re­
turns jiou appreciate, see 
the London Life represen­
tative at once.

The

London
Life
Insurance Company

Policies "Good as Gold” 
Head Office—London, Ont.

Agencies in all principal cities.

Ursuline College 
' ol Arts

The Ladles’ College and 
Residence of the Western 
University, London, Ontario
Under the patronage of His Lordship 
The Right Rev. M. F. Fallon, D.D. 

Bishop of London.

All Courses Leading 
to Degrees in Arts

Date of Registration 
Oct. 2nd, 1922

For information, apply to
Brescia Hall

LONDON, ONT.

Fit for a 
Queen

For the acme of cool 
comfort — delight in 
the real — the joy

___  of the beautiful — to
eet aWfly from the 

; | f.) A commonplace in your 
linen, write to Robin- 
on & Cleaver, Bel­

fast, Ireland.
Get the pure Irish 
Linen and f/et it. at 
its Irish price — the 

samp, price as you pay for imita­
tions in Canada.
The genuine Irish article coats not 
a cent more. There is no reason 
for you to have anything else. Take 
the few days to write us. You 
are buying for a lifetime. We will 
gladly send you samples, catalogue 
and price lists, postpaid, without 
obligation to you.

Robinson & Cleaver
Limited

BELFAST - IRELAND
The Royal Irish Linen Warehouse

BY APPOINTMENT

THREE

St. Joseph’s 
Academy

North Bay, Ont.
Residential and Day School 

for Young Ladies and 
Little Girls

Folly Equipped High School 
and Commercial School. 

Art and Music
Prospectus on Application.

m oe wun 
Imitation. thy good will.—lh<- we shall love God.—Father Vassal I

| Phillips, C. SS. R.

UNIVERSITY OF

St. Francis Xavier’s College
Antigoniah, Nova Scotia

Courses in Arts, Science, Engineering 
School Opens Sept. 14th. 1922

Terms moderate.
Apply for Calendar.

H. P. MacPHERSON, D. D., President

URSULINE
COLLEGE

‘•The Pines” Chatham, Ontario

Residential and Day School for Young 
Ladies and Little Girls. Beautiful situ­
ation. New Buildings with all modern 
equipment. Twenty-acre campus. An 
ideal School.

Collegiate, Preparatory and 
Commercial Departments

School of Music

Sacred Heart Convent
Rideau St. Ottawa, Ont.

Residential and Day School lor Girls and Young Ladies
Conducted by the Grey Nuns of the Cross

University Matriculation
English and French Languages on Equal Footing 

Art and Music. Commercial Course
Address the Mother Superior

Affiliated with Toronto 
Conservatory

Write for Illustrated Prospectus to the 
Rfcv. Mother Superior.

St. Joseph’s 
Academy

LINDSAY, ONT.
Residential and Day School lor 

Young Ladies and Little Girls

Complete High School, Commercial, 
Music, Art, and Domestic Science 
Courses.

An English College Under the Direction of the Jesuit Fathers
FULL ARTS COURSE—Also High School. Thoroughly practical studies. Education 
in the sense of development of mind and building of character. Ideal, healthful location. 
Fifty acres. Beautiful new fireproof buildings.

REV. W. H. HINGSTON, 8.J., Rector.

sill For particulars, apply to the Directress

Convent of Our Lady of Mercy
CONDUCTED BY

the GREY NUNS OF THE CROSS (OF OTTAWA) 
AYLMER EAST, QUE.

Bilingual School in which pupils are prepared for Teachers’ Diplomas from 
Education Department, Quebec, for Civil Service examinations, for Ontario 
Matriculation examinations, for Typewriting and Shorthand. Gregg, Duployer 
Byrne Methods.

Entrance fee, $1.00. Board and Tuition in English and French, including 
bed and bedding, $18.00 per month. Music, $3 00 per month (or more according 
to grade). Laundress, $2.00 per month. Stenography and Typewriting, $10.00 
per month. Physical Culture and Domestic Science free of charge.
Special requests in order to receive attention must be addressed to the Superior.

TEA - COFFEE
$3” Finest Importations always In stock at lowest market prices 

Samples and quotations sent promptly upon application,
ItsF Special attention given to requirements of institutions.

Kearnev Brothers, Limits
TEA - COFFEE. IMPORTERS and SPECIALISTS 

33 St Peter Street i«74 Montreal, Que.

Electric Organ Blowers
We have successfully installed hundreds of “ Orgo- 
blos" and can supply suitable equipment for any 
Organ from the smallest to the largest in the country.
Your enquiries on any Organ Blowing problem are 

requested.

v LEONARD DOWNEY
lOO CARLING ST. LONDON, CANADA

FOUNDED 1864

St. Jerome’s College
KITCHENER, ONT.

Excellent Business College Department.
Excellent High School or Academic Department. 
Excellent College and Philosophical Department.

Address :
REV. W. A. BENINGER, C. R., President.

. Assumption College
SANDWICH, ONT.

AFFILIATED WITH WESTERN UNIVERSITY
CONDUCTED BY THE BA8ILIAN FATHERS

Boarding School for Young Men and Boys
with the following courses :

College Course leading to the degree of BACHELOR OF ARTS, and 
offering a complete foundation for the study of the professions, and 
especially designed for students preparing for the Priesthood.

High School Course fitting students for Matriculation into American 
and Canadian Universities.

Commercial Course equipping students for a business career.
Preparatory Department for younger boys.

» Good Staff ; Good Buildings ; Good Equipment ; New Gymnasium ; 
Swimming Pool ; Running Track ; Handball Alleys ; Tennis Courts ; Foot­
ball and Baseball Grounds ; Acres of Campus.

Private Room accommodation for one hundred students.

The 53rd Year Begins Tuesday, Sept. 5th
For catalogue and particulars, address :

Superior : REV. J. T. MUCKLE, C. S. B., M. A.

Si\ Michael’s College
TORONTO

The Caliholic College of me University of Toronto
ALL COURSES LEADING TO DEGREES IN ARTS

REVEREND H. S. BELLISLE, C.S.B., Director of Studies. REVEREND E. J. McCORKELL, C. S. B., Registrar.

- ST. MICHAEL’S COLLEGE SCHOOL
HIGH SCHOOL DEPARTMENT COMMERCIAL DEPARTMENT

PREPARATORY DEPARTMENT


