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PENTECOST

THIS HOLINESS OF THE CHURCH •

" A glorious Church . . . holy and without 
blemish.,' (Eph. v. 27.)

The second murk of the Church of 
Christ is its Holiness. And this 
character it has derived from its 
Founder ; has perpetuated by the 
means of being holy, with which He 
endowed it ; and this mark is its 
glory, witnessed to and proved by the 
sanctity of the lives of so many, who 
have been steadfast to its faith and 
doctrine.

The Founder of the Church is none 
other than God made man, Christ 
Jesus our Lord, lie, before Whom 
the four living creatures, resting not 
day or night, exclaim : “ Holy, Holy, 
Holy, Lord God Almighty.” (Apoc. 
iv. 8.) He is the Founder of the 
Church, and His merciful object in 
founding it was to make it holy, and 
endow it with the means of making 
the souls of men holy, sanctifying 
and saving them.

Yes, men say, He did that when He 
redeemed us, and blotted out the 
handwriting against us. What need, 
then, of the Church ?

The mission and work of the 
Church is to apply the effects of the 
Redemption to the souls of men. If 
this continued application were not 
necessary, why did its Divine Found
er not only redeem by His Death, 
but perpetuate His Redemption, by 
instituting the Holy Sacrifice of the 
Mass ? And saying, “ Do this in 
commemoration of Me,” did He not 
bequeath it to the Church as the 
great means of holiness ?

Yes, my dear brethren, in our 
Church, the home of our souls, there 
is every means and requisite to make 
us holy, and their ellicacy is derived 
from the Precious Blood of Christ. 
These means are the Sacraments of 
the Church.

The little child is brought to the 
font ; the waters of Baptism wash 
away original sin, and at once it is a 
child of God, signed and sealed heir 
to the Kingdom of God. It is made 
holy. Later on the stripling and the 
maiden are anointed with chrism in 
Confirmation to strengthen them and 
keep them holy. And through life, 
how many times — seven times, or 
“ seventy times seven times ?” 
(Matt, xviii. 22) as our Lord said, 
does the poor sinner, who has fallen, 
come to the Sacrament of Penance ? 
He is there forgiven, his soul is 
cleansed by the power of the Preci
ous Blood, he is made holy once 
again.

And day by day, the Holy Mass is 
offered up, the bread and wine 
changed into the Body and Blood of 
Christ. This is the holiest doctrine 
at)d the holiest practice in the Church 
of God. What sanctified the souls of 
men? The sacrifice of the cross. 
What continues then, to sanctify 
them but that same Sacrifice, the 
Holy Mass, which, as the Catechism 
teaches us, “ is one and the same 
Sacrifice as that of the cross, inas
much as Christ, who offered Himself 
a bleeding victim on the cross to His 
Heavenly Father, continues to offer 
Himself in an unbloody manner on 
the Altar through the ministry of 
priests.” And at the Mass, the faith
ful can communicate, can purify and 
fortify their souls, by receiving the 
Body and Blood of Jesus Christ. 
This is “ the memorial of His won 
derful works,” (Pg. cx. 4.) the Al
mighty’s highest effort to make us 
holy.

This, then, is the work of holy 
Church. Who are we to talk of be
ing redeemed once ? Are we so in
nocent and holy throughout life ? 
Do we never fall into sin ? Have we 
never been unfaithful to God? “If 
wo say that we have no sin, we de
ceive ourselves and the truth is not 
in us.” (1 John i. 8 ) So the work 
of the Church is to watch over us, 
care tpr us, cleanse and nourish our 
souls, as a mother does her child. 
Our holy Mother the Church we call 
her. We understand about our 
bodies, that they must be fed and 
clothed, and diseases checked and 
weaknesses strengthened, not once, 
but continually all through life. But 
our soul I Oh, it was redeemed once, 
what matter how foul a life we have 
led since, no matter the vile habits 
we have fallen into, no matter the 
burden of grave and awful sine drag
ging us to destruction 1

The Church would have failed in 
its holy mission if it allowed its 
children to live like this. To make 
us holy is its work. It has every 
means necessary from the hand of 
God, its Founder, and as long as the 
world shall last, it will be found 
ministering to the souls of men.

The Church holy 1 yes, in its 
Founder, and in the means of holi
ness bestowed upon it. But look 
around, see the number of careless, 
indifferent, even bad Catholics, and 
how“can one say the Church is holy ? 
By its children let it be known.

My dear brethren, do not be misled 
by talk like this. Yes, there are bad 
Catholics, and they are bad, just 
because they neglect the means of 
holiness so kindly offered them by the 
Church. It is not thd Church that 
has made them bad, but their own 
wilful disobedience to the Church, 
neglecting the holy Sacraments, de 
spising the Presence of their Lord 
upon the Altar that has made them 
what they are. But ever for them 
there is holiness in the Church, if 
they will return to it repentant prod
igals.

But their bad example is far more 
than atoned for by the holy lives of 
the subjects of the Church, who* in 
all ages and in all lands have, been
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devout, obedient, and loyal to the 
Faith. Even now, how many 
throughout the world are leading 
careful, faithful lives, using the 
means of holiness afforded them by 
the Church. And it is not a weary, 
lonely life that ythey are leading. 
They aru working before the eye of 
God. They know that He reads their 
hearts, and sees their patience and 
their love, and their pure intention, 
doing all for Him. To the world they 
seem the same as others ; before 
Heaven they are the holy ones of 
God. And their hope and courage 
are buoyed up by looking at the 
example of the Saints who have gone 
before them. The Saints, the heroic 
men and women, who have been wit
nesses, in every age and in every 
country, to the holiness of the 
Church, whose children they were. 
And if their lives reflect the holiness 
of the Church, and give glory to it ; 
remember to each one of us the same 
Church offers the same means of 
holiness. To use those means and 
become holy, or to neglect those 
means and be lost, depends upon our
selves. We have free will, we can 
choose for ourselves.

Prayer, after the Sacraments, is 
the great means of holiness. Let us 
pray, then, pray daily, pray earnestly 
for a good will to use all these means 
with such diligence and perseverance 
that we may become holy children of 
the Church, that “glorious Church 
. . . holy and without blemish.’»

THE CHRIST OF THE 
v ANDES

Thomas M. Schwertner, O. P in The 
Rosary Magazine

However little disposed men may 
seem at the present time to talk of 
peace, it is certain that sooner or 
later—God grant soon—the warring 
factions of the world must open peace 
parleys and eventually arrive at some 
kind of peace terms. What the final 
agreements of stipulations of the 
peace treaty may be no one can say 
at present. Germany’s contemptu
ous designation of a treaty as merely 
“ a scrap of paper has generated 
in the minds of the entire world the 
conviction that the treaty which 
follows the termination of the War 
must be iron-clad. For if it were so 
made that it would permit Germany 
at any future time to imperil the 
world by her thirst for world domin 
ion, it would constitute an utter null
ification of the tremendous sacrifices 
which have been made in the cause 
of liberty during these years of 
mortal conflict. It is therefore of 
prime importance that the rafters on 
which the coming treaty of peace 
shall rest be set so low, so deeply 
and so unshakably that no event, or 
no concatenation of events, will ever 
be able to topple them over.

Those who believe in religion as a 
social force are convinced that unless 
it form the foundation of the forth
coming treaty, enduring peace will 
never be attained. It is for this 
reason that the example of our two 
sister republics of the South—Chili 
and Argentina—who on the very eve 
of war agreed to lay aside their differ
ences and seal their amity through 
religion, deserves the widest atten
tion. “ The Christ of the Andes,” 
the famous bronze statue erected on 
the highest pinnacle of the Cordil
leras between the two countries, is 
an ever-eloquent example of a peace 
sealed by religion.

During the course of the last three 
centuries many and various attempts 
have been made to rid the world of 
of war through arbitration. Many 
schemes of one kind or another were 
outlined whereby its horrors might 
be averted and a lasting peace guar
anteed to humanity, lu 1608 Sully 
proposed the celebrated Grand De
sign, which was nothing else than to 
divide Europe into fifteen states and 
to arbitrate all differences arising 
between them by means of a repre
sentative general council. A cen
tury later Abbe St. Pierre projected a 
General League of Christendom. 
Jeremy Bentham, in 1789, advocated 
a General Congress of Nations, and 
Immanuel Kant in 1795 proposed a 
Federation of Free States. Ijidng 
the past century no fewer than Thirty 
international congresses were assem
bled to consider questions of inter
national amity, chief among them 
the Geneva Congress in 1864, which 
founded the International Red Cross 
Society : the Congress of Brussels, in 
1874, which revised and modified the 
laws of war ; the various conventions 
of the Universal Postal Congress 
attended by delegates from most of 
nations of the world ; and, finally 
the Peace Conference at the Hague, 
held in 1899, which provided for the 
creation of the first permanent court 
of arbitration. Delegates from prac
tically every national legislature 
were gathered together in an inter
parliamentary Union and it was con
fidently expected that the cause of 
general arbitration and peace would 
be greatly aided by its convocations.

But these and various other at
tempts to established peace were 
proved utter failures by the outbreak 
of the most bitter war in the history 
of the world. And the reason of 
their failure lies in the fact that the 
claims of religion as a pacific feature 
have been ignored. The fact that 
the Pope, the representative on earth 
of the Prince of Peace, was excluded 
from the Peace Conference is sym
bolic and symptomatic. It better 
than anything else proves that 
unless men can be brought somehow 
to build their efforts to bring about 
peace on a religious foundation, 
those efforts must prove fruitless.

The example of two South Ameri
can countries—which it has been the 
pleasure of certain writers to decry 
as half-civilized and retrograde—has

given a practical example of how to 
establish peace between two nations 
on the very verge of war. For 
years Chili and Argentina had been 
jealous of each other. Each resent
ed the other's commercial advance
ment ; each coveted the other’s rich 
farming lands and mining and 
nitrate fields. For over a decade of 
years war seemed to be brewing, 
ever ready to break forth into vio
lent flame. In the year 1900 the 
crisis became so acute that there 
was not a thinking man in either 
country who was not convinced that 
war was inevitable, and that any day 
might precipitate hostilities.

At that time there was a Domin
ican bishop seated upon the epis-,. 
copal throne of the diocese of San 
Juan, which comprises the three 
provinces of Cuyo, as also the terri 
tory of Neuquen. Monsignor Marco- 
lino del Carmel Bonevente was one 
of the best writers, one of the most 
powerful orators, one of the most 
successful educators of his time in 
the American Southlands. He estab
lished the famous College Lacordaire 
at Buenos Ayres, in 1899, and 
founded two papers for the laity and 
the clergy respectively. When, 
therefore, in 1900, Pope Leo XIII. 
consecrated the entire world to 
“ Christ the lledemptor,” Mgr. Bene 
vente had the happy idea of erecting 
somewhere in the mountainous 
regions of his episcopal territory a 
statue which wouTti not only recall 
the consecration of the world to the 
Saviour, but would bring home to 
men's minds that, thus dedicated to 
the service of the Master, they must 
lay aside their political differences 
and arrive at that mutual under
standing which is the very essence 
of an enduring peace.

Both republics at th. t time had 
made active preparations for war. 
Vast sums of money had been ex 
pended for ships, canon and 
ammunition. The leaders of both 
sides were simply waiting for a pre 
text which would make a declaration 
of war justifiable in the eyes of the 
world. At this crucial moment Mgr. 
Benavente broached his idea of erect
ing “ The Christ of the Andes” in 
his diocese, and through the active 
cooperation of the alumni of his Col 
lege Lacordaire and the Christian 
Mothers ’ Association, a popular sub
scription was started to carry his pro
ject through. The members of the 
hierarchy at once took up Mgr. 
Benavente’s idea and without delay 
the designing of the statue was in 
trusted to a prominent South 
American sculptor,

Through the propaganda carried on 
by the peace-loving bishop and his as
sistants, the idea and possibility of 
agxunicable settlement of the differ 
ences between Chili and Argentina— 
chief among which was the question 
of the boundary line between the two 
countries—was generated in the 
minds of the people, and in an as
tonishingly short time both republics 
signified their willingness to submit 
all disputed points to the arbitration 
of the late Edward VIII, who in 1902 
established the lines of demarcation 
between them.

In the following year when the 
designs for the statue of “ The 
Christ of the Andes ” were submit
ted, they were inspected not only by 
Bishop Benevente but by Dr. Terry, 
the Argentine Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, and the Chilian Minister, Dr. 
Vergara Donoso, both of whom had 
shortly before signed the protocol of 
peace and disarmament. They were 
so much pleased with the idea em
bodied in the statue that they at 
once indorsed the plan proposed by 
Mgr Benevente—that it thould be 
made an international monument 
on the Argentine-Chilian frontier.

Immediately after the signing of 
the treaty of peace Chili began to 
convert her arsenals into schools, 
and to use the millions formerly 
devoted to preparations for war for 
the construction x of roads, bridges 
and other monuments of peaceful 
progress. In both countries the can
non were melted down and the 
bronze and steel which would have 
been employed in the work of mu 
tual destruction were cast into the 
heroic statue of the Prince of Peace.

The site chosen for “ The Christ 
of the Andes ” was the summit of 
the Pass of Uspallata, between those 
giant peaks of the Andes, Tupangato 
and Aconcagua. The statue, which 
is the largest ever cast in America is 
thirty feet in height and rests upon 
an octagonal column of granite 
thirty-two feet high. The Christ 
holds a cross in llis left hand, whilst 
His right is raised in sweeping bene
diction over both Chili and Argen
tina. The face of the Saviour is 
admirable in its serenity ; the pierc
ing sweetness of the eyes seems to 
penetrate every heart and the lips 
seem ready to speak words of bless
ing. In the Argentine arsenal two 
bronze columns were cast, one of 
which bears this truly Christian in
scription : “ Sooner shall these 
mountains crumble into dust than 
shall Argentines and Chilians break 
the peace which they have sworn at 
the feet of Christ the Redeemer,” A 
tablet on the opposite side bears 
this touching sentiment : “ He is our 
peace who has made us one.” Both 
these tablets were the gifts of the 
Workingmen’s and Workingwomen’s 
Unions of Buenos Ayres.

In April of the yt*\r 1904 an im
mense concourse of the people of 
both republics assembled on the 
summit of Uspallata Pass, amongst 
them the leading representatives of 
Church and State, the Army and the 
Navy. The Archbishop of Buenos 
Ayres blessed-the statue, after which 
lie celebrated the Holy Sacrifice of 
the Mass in the presence of the kneel
ing multitude. From the Chilian 
side of the Pass a salvo of Argentine 
guns, and from the Argentine side a
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salvo of Chilian guns, sealed the kiss 
of peace which the Archbishop of 
Buenos Ayres gave to the représenta 
tive of the Chilian Church. Hun
dreds of feet above the level of the 
sea, where this touching ceremony 
was performed, the fleecy clouds 
swam through the heavens and the 
golden sunshine bathed everything 
in a glow of glory. Never on this 
Western Hemisphere — never, per 
haps, in the history of the world has 
a more truly Christian ceremony 
been performed, or one entailing 
more beneficent effects upon the 
peoples of two countries. It better 
than anything else shows that the 
spirit of the Gospel must permeate 
all peace maneuvers and all pea%a 
treaties. People may scoff superiorly 
at the decadence and irreligious spirit 
of the Ilispano Americans. But the 
fact that in a moment of national 
crisis they turned to Christ and 
agreed to remain at peace for His 
sweet sake is one of the most signifi
cant spiritual events of the past 
century.

If the same spirit of Christian 
understanding had ensouled the 
potentates of Europe, it is safe to say 
that we should not be witnessing the 
widespread carnage which gives rise 
to the fear that the Christian order 
laboriously built up through centuries 
is perilously near foundering upon 
the rocks of national ambition and 
pride.

“ The Christ of the Andes ” is the 
best proof that there is such a thing 
as eternal love and earthly peace. 
The real brotherhood of man can be 
attained only through the Christ. 
And so the poet singe quite truly of 
this superb monument of Christian 
peace :

“ What gleams so bright on the 
mountain-top

In the rising and setting sun ?
What happy song do the rivers 

shout,
As down the mountains they run ?
“ They are singing, ‘The beautiful feet 

have come
Of Him who published peace ;
Who saycth to the lands, the good 

God reigns,
And the hell of war shall cease 1*

“ The angels' song in the skies of old 
At last is echoed of men ;
The beautiful feet have come— 
Christ, go not back again 1

“ Nor linger there on the mountain- 
tops ;

Come down to the plain, the shore, 
To the noisy marts, to the plotting 

kings,
Wander the Wide earth o’er 1

“ Press into the heart of the warring 
folk,

The nations from hate release 1 
Press into our heart, O feet of Christ, 
And bring the world to Thy peace !”

The next day Mass was célébrât- 
ed in the iquare and wae attended 
by out soldier, and bv a vu.t multi
tude of people." —Catholic Colum- 
bian.”

GREAT CATHOLIC 
SCIENTISTS

MASS IN A CAVERN

“ This morning we had Mass in the 
bowels of the mountains, in the 
depths of the cavern. ... It was 
in the silence and security of this 
unlocked for refuge that the Abbe 
Darlier, the young division chaplain, 
celebrated the Mass for the small 
number of true believers whom this 
novel temple could receive. If I had 
been a painter, or if I had known 
how to depict with a few pencil 
strokes the most striking episodes of 
the campaign, 1 should not have 
failed to record that most original 
and touching scene 1 Mass in the 
Catacombs of Schratzmaennele.’ ”
“it is the mass that matters”

After all, as has been said, “ it is 
the Mass ” for the Catholic soldier ; 
here is another incident told in the 
Boston Pilot, of Colonel Logan, of 
the famous Massachusetts Fighting 
Ninth Regiment, now the 101st :

“ When Col. Logan arrived in 
France with the old Ninth Regiment, 
80% of whom are Knights of Colum
bus, he announced that a public Mass 
would be celebrated in thanksgiving 
for their safe arrival overseas 
through an ocean where enemy sub
marines lurked.

“ The Colonel received word that 
the Mass could not be celebrated in 
the public square, whereupon he 
ordered the colors of this regiment 
brought to him and said in reply to 
the message he received : ‘Anywhere 
this flag is planted is American soil 
and right here in this public square 
we will celebrate the Holy Sacrifice 
of the Mass.”

Despite all that we can write or 
say in proof of the contrary, there 
are still some persons who actually 
believe that the Catholic Church is 
the enemy of science. Nothing could 
be further from the truth. One of 
the scholars connected with the 
Catholic Encyclopedia has prepared 
a short list of some of the very emin
ent Catholic men of science. It fol
lows :

Ampere, electrician, physicist, 
mathematician.

Babinet, inventor of the Babinet 
compensator.

Becquerel, electrical inventor.
Bedford, founder of the University 

Medical College.
Biot, discoverer of laws of rotary 

polarization.
Boscovich, astronomer and natural 

philosopher.
Cassius, discoverer of four of 

Saturn’s satalites.
Cauchy, inventor of the “ Calculus 

of Residues.”
Cavalieri, originator of “Methods 

of Invisibles.”
Cesalius, who reorganized the study 

of anatomy.
Colombo, discoverer of pulmonary, 

circulation.
Copernicus, founder of the helio

centric theory.
Divisch, first to erect the light- 

ningrod. •
Eustachius, discoverer of the 

Eustachian valve.
Fallopio, for whom is named the 

Fallopian tube.
Fizeau, first to determine the vel

ocity of light.
Foucault, demonstrator of earth’s 

rotation.
Fraunhofer, the originator of spec

trum analysis.
Fresnel, developer of theory of re

fraction.
Galvani, whose name is identified 

with electricity.
Gordon, inventor of the electrical 

whirl.
Grimaldi, forerunner of Newton 

and Huyghens.
Guernao, naturalist and first aero

naut.
Halloy, Belgian pioneer geologist.
Hauy, father of modern crystallo

graphy.
Laennec, celebrated pioneer in 

medicine.
Lamarek, zoologist and natural 

philosopher.
Laplace, mathematician and astro

nomer.
Lavoisier, father of modern chem 

istry.
Lilius, author of the Gregorian 

calendar.
Gagellan, first to circumnavigate 

the world.
Malpighi, father of comparative 

physiology.
Mendel, formulator of laws of 

heredity.
Morgagni, father of modern path

ology.
Muller, founder of modern physi

ology.
O Dwyer, inventor of intubation.
Paracelsus, reformer of therapeu

tics.
Pasteur, founder of physio-chem

istry.
Schwann, originator of the cell 

theory.
Seochi, inventor, discoverer of 

great physical laws.
Senfelder, inventor of lithography.
Vernier, a name familiar in mathe

matics.
Voita, whose 

electrical unit.
name expresses an !
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CHRISTIAN IMPRESSIONS
That which increases or lessens ! 

our moral value is that for which we 
are responsible, that which depends j 
upon us ; but having an impression 
of sensible devotion is a thing which ! 
does not always depend upon up, 
says Louis Bouchard. Having such 
impressions is very pleasant indeed 
if we have them.

But it we are without them, let us 
be able to profit by them ; let us not 
be cast down, as long as their ab 
sence is not due to any evil will on 
our part. Whether we experience 
any sensible love of God, any attrac
tion for duty, or, on the contrary, 
dryness of spirit and the difficulty of 
doing right, it matters not. That is 
no criterion of the existence of de
votion or of its degree.
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