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This week’s issue of the Monetary Times has been there\re some people in the East who t| 

enlarged by eight pages, in order to deal adequately with West in a tone which suggests that, after ifjj, the whole
thing may be a magnificent fake. \ g

But marvellous soil does not rrxfke f tax I 
and the West has certainly had a late sptifil—in which, 
if it were singular, there might lie «ottit* ground for 
depreciation. The danger of early frosts is 
the Saskatchewan than by the shores of 1 

The meridian of northern Alberta is, perhaps, the and nobody professes to enjoy the tardi 
best from which to get the best view »f the Western record There have been late spring*
situation as a whole ; primarily, because it is necessary evyencc Qf those who know is accumulative^ optimistic,
to traverse anywhere from eight hundred to a thousand 1hc>. say that late springs have always meant good 
miles of prairie in order to get there. I went to Ed- crops \ am placing faith in the forecE.«* founded on 
monton over the Canadian Northern line, seeing the experience—and keeping ohe eye pretty tipsely on the 
whole country in daylight, largely on account of the thermometer. Vice-President Whyte, of he C.P.R., 
territory, through which it runs being in higher latitude haÇ avowc(j himself delighted with crop prospects along 
than the Canadian Pacific, and partly because I was over ^ ma;n jjne He does not prophesy smq^h things in 
the road before steel reached Edmonton, and was, there- order to kcep his courage up. Jn any- ent, the crop 
fore, able to judge of the progress made since the har- (>ut|ook for lgo7 has extremely little to :fjo with the 
vest of 1905. Of the quality of the land it is almost vain financial stringency which followed the < roJjfff 1906. 
repetition to speak. Part of the way a notable captain Jhere has been, and there is, a tight.p*s of money 
«f American industry was my travelling companion. , ^ ^ ^ the Wcst. The banks have refold piles of 
He was astonished at the uniform richness of the sod. ! husineM which, not so long ago, they wo^ have wel- 
and, in view of it, not so much surprised at the develop- wmcd Ifl- onc thc demand of tl»è West has
ment of such fine towns as Vermilion and \ egreville, ,he supp|y, with the natural effect ill In another
which were the barest prairie a year ago last September. {he Wcst js the victim Qf hard t ondijlions in the
\ou are driven back on the overdone but indispensable Fast__which exp|ains the enquiry frequently addressed 
phrase, "A great country,” when you want to describe ^ ^ ^ to wbether the abundance of call Ilians in New 
what you see. The experience of the old-timer does not y ^k has nf)t a great d<.af to do with thti | scarcity of
discount the enthusiasm of those who see the land >r |()ans jn Calgarv, and the further suggestion that
the first time.' As I was a plainsman myself from i»».-, VVest must>Un its own banks, so .atito be inde- 
10 the end of 1888, this testimony may, perhaps, earn of e kjnd 0f East.' Of cour-tjj the delays
jespect. Another travelling companion was an em»ne £ marketing wheat have worsened things generally.

- !nsh banker, who has long been familiar with <onditio ^ farmer who can’t get his crop out hfi1/ he granary
"> the south-western States. This witness also was ^ ran>t borrow money on it from the ba^, can’t pay 
agreeable Ixith as to soil and settlers, ft is not so us ^ ^ storekee„,r who, jn turn, has to promi* to pay his 
to assert the fertility of the thrye Western Province. ■ who has to consult his banker ;■>!.<, has to
•t may seem to those who are familiar with them, (
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