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Just a Few Defhinitions.
Ebitor’s Note—In a letter accompanying the following consider that not one of those wind-jammers has until all danger of counter-reyol,

article under the above title, Comrade McNey, who is well
known to our readers, expresses himself (in part) thus:

“About a year and a half ago, at the time when the
“Clarion” was under the ban, 1 wrote a short article of
about six hundred words, that contained part oi what is in
the present article ,only much milder in tone, and sent it to
“The World,”’ Oakland, Calif. (a near-Socialist paper, at
that timé controlled by a group who afterwards became part
of the Communist Labor Party), with the request that it be
published and' that some comment be made on it or dis-
cussion asked for. There was no response; the article was
not published. Evidently my literary style was at fault; or
it was thought better not to have any discussion on such a
subject. 1 then wrote out another copy and sent it to “The
Proletarian,’” Detroit, with the same request: but I left
town soon after, and missed two or three copics, so I do
not know whether they published it or not.

“It is difficult to educate the workers to understand their
class position or anytixing else, so long as the country is full
of radical papepd, edited by fools, ireaks, humbugs and
hypocrites wriing volumes and saying nothing.

“The enclosed article is something in the nature of a chal-
lenge to thosg ireaks and humbugs to get down to bed rock,
and explain whit they mean, and the circulation and influ-
ence of thé ®Clarion’’ is wide enough so that they cannot
all very well ignore ft. Most of them will, of course, but
there may bé a few who, due to ignorance, or a simcere
desire fo get to the bottom of the subject, may undertake to
discuss it. Let us hope so. I am also aware that some of
the conclusions arrived at may not meet with the approval
of some scientific Sodialistss Very good; they have as
much right to their opinion as I have.”

It will be noted that in the article itseli Comrade McNey
requests other “Clarion”’ writers to express themselves on
his conclusions. We have no objection to that (provided
they don’t all do it at once). In our opinion definitions, as
such, are the stated meanings of terms which stand to be
accepted or refused. Acceptance means that thereupon the
properties (so to speak) of the term commenly accepted as
defined may come under discussion. Refusal means that
these properties cannot be discussed until they are recogs
nized under a commonly accepted definition. We are more
interested in the thing itself than in the definition of it. At
the same time it can do no harm to have the terms commonly
used defined and traced, for the purposes of common under-
standing. Comrade McNey’s classification of certain work-
ing class symptoms incidental to strike conditions as recrea-
tive and sportive are not quite in keeping with the otherwise
seriously expressed context of his articlee. We publish this
article in the hope that its various fundamental statements
may be examined by our readers 'to the end that the many
clusive phrases commonly seen in Socialist and Labor papers
relative to “action’’ of one sort and another may be dis-
cussed and that thercupon political action may be under-
stood: Since we are on definitions it will not be amiss to
direct attention to the usefulness of amy word or phrase
in tracing its history or, more correctly, etymology, as for
instance the word economics. A study of the roots and
origin of words lends stimulus to the appreciation of their
present reference, and while we are not anxious that any
discussion that may follow from this article should ex-
clusively follow that course, we would like to see avoidance
of arbitrary standards. There is room for considerable dis-
cussion here, and very likely, as it arises, we shall have a
word td say ourselves.

OR some years past, it has been the privilege

of the workers of the world, from time to

time, to be invited to apply their economic
power, to use economie action, direct action, mass
action, ete., in their efforts to emncxpote them-
selves from wage slavery. We have also been
warned against having anything to do with polit-
ical action, parliamentary action, ete., and have been
advised to strike at the ballot box with an axe.
Those invitations have been issued by all manner
of persons calling themselves revolutionists, and
ranging all the way from stool pigeons up to univer.
sity professors. On the other hand, the more eon-
servative and law-abiding radieals and labor lead-
ers, warn us to have nothing to do with direet .ac-
tion, and advise us to be content with parliament-
ary acton, and constitutiona! methods. Again,
there are those who tell us that political and eeon-
omic action, used together at the same time, is the
only solution of the problem, these being the two
wings of the same bird, and whereas if we use only
one at a time we will wobble around in a eirele
and get nowhgre, if we use both together we will
bo able to fly along gracefully, and peacefully, to
the land of milk and honey. All of which advice
may be very good as far as it goes, but when we

ever seen fit to give a logical definition of the terms
they use, nor have made any attempt to classify
the subject discussed, it is all more or less confus-
ing. Consequently we have decided to offer a few
definitions for what they are worth, and judging
by the general intelligence disp'ayed by most of the
disputants, we feel perfectly qualified to deal with
the subject, there is always room for one more fool
in any discussion, and one more fool should always
be welcome in a fool's paradise, this is our main
excuse for ‘‘horning in."

We will commence with a few dictionary defin.
itions, and finish up with a few definitions of our
own.

Power—'* Ability, capacity,
ulty or energy of mind, rule or anthority;
for action.”’

Action—‘ The function or operation of that which
acts; the doing of something. State of motion, ac-
tivity. Foree exerted by one body on another.”

Economies—**The secience that investigates the
conditions and laws affeeting the produetion
distribution, and consumption of wealth, or the ma-
terial means of satisfying human desires.”’

Politics—‘*The seience and art of government.'’

Government—'‘Act or pact of governing; exer-
cise of authority in regulating the aetion of some:
thing; eontrol; direetion; rule."’

Strike—This word, like many other English
words, has several meanings, we are concerned here
with only one.

‘““A strike, in the labor sense, is a stoppage of
work by ecommon agreement on the part of a body
of work-people for the purpose of obtaining or re-
sisting a change in the conditions of employment.”’

It will be granted that these definitions from an
ordinary dietionary are fairly correct, although we
might elaborate on some of them a little from =a
Socialist point of view. Therefore, we shall pro-
ceed with our definition of terms.

Eeonomic power, is the power of man over nature
The power of man to foree from nature in ever.
increasing quantity, all things necessary to his ex-
istence. In other words labor power,

Economic aetion, is economic power applied to
the natural resources for the purpose of producing
wealth,

A strike is not an application of economic power.
A strike is a refusal to act.  Theoretically speak-
ing, when a group of workers are on strike, they
stand motionless with their arms folded, until their
demands are granted, or until starvation and the
political power of the State drives them back to
work. It is true, that in reality we do perform cer
tain acts when we are on strike, such as eating our
meals when we have anything to eat, or throwing
a brick at a seab occasionally, and other playful
little acts of similar nature, but such acts eannot
properly be classified under the heading of either
economic or political action, they ean more cor-
rectly be classified under the heading of sport and
recreation. And es such have very little to do with
either economies or polities. And furthermore,
the fact that this refusal to aect( this stoppage of
the production of profits, temporarily), ocecasion-
ally brings results, in the shape of a few reforms,
is no excuse for calling it action.

Politieal power is the power of man over man,
the power of government, coercion. The power used
by a class of parasites, to foree a class of slaves to
produce wealth, and yield it all up to their masters.
Power used for the purpose of robbery and exploit-
ation. Consequently, the class that holds the po'-

itical power, also controls all economie power and
action,

strength, energy, fac-
capacity

Politieal action, on the part of the eapitalists, is
any action they consider necessary to maintain
their position as a ruling and exploiting class,

Political action, on the part of the workers, is
any action they may find necessary to overthrow
the political power of the chpitalist class. To es.
tablish a proletarian dictatorship, and maintain it,

HON 18 l"‘!t

‘H'-”"l;_ Low w

until all the meang of wealth Prog

property of the capitalist class, by,

formed into the common property of “'“;r iy I
onerated in the interest of the whiole ;“:,mt e v
it must be remembered, that the "i’ ITe ¢ Fo
weal power ')\ the w orkers, no matter " My

r n'm' by e
*h

majority, or a minority,

stantaneous abolition of classes.

"”' S Lot

Not

SHDIY 14

We may make it eompulsory for 41 ”u

share of the werk, but we must be iy, 4 I~‘4.:! he fit
see that they continue to do it For p,,; jenitin
psychology, and the desire to become nm,x,.‘m food, 1
more, will persist for a long time in the minds ¢ < at fi
the corquered parasites. Economic clases, o As lon

only be eliminated by a gradual process of amgd
atior and education. This may take genentg
or two, and can only be aceomplished undes
letarian dietatorship.

Direet Action—If this term means anythin, wd
it means efficient action. The casiest, quickest, “‘
most efficient, or the only way to accomplig n
purpose, no matter what that purpose may i T
applies to both political and economic artion Ty
most efficient, or the only possible, economic g
tion, is direct action, even though indireet methed
must be used. Likewise, the most efficient, ot
only possible, political action, is also direet st

™ (:l“{.
incipal
i 4
Ity 0
wh w
4 not
riy dy
he first
As lor
tivate
ensils
er the

the n

even though indireet methods must be used Wia By wel
this is understood, the term direct action, taka pa 10
itvelf, hag little or no meaning, it is superflson i jt con
eoufusing and unnecessary term.  The kind of o easiLs
tion very often advocated by the exponents of & gl
rect action, when it is action at all, s geoentl e eart
wliotie action, not direct action, and equally rde e "E
lons is the position of those law.abiding freaks vy it ok
declare themselves opposed to diriot action a d jrie th
fined above, for such a declaration is eque! 2 & e €
claring themselves opposed to all action i
While we are on the question of power and # s
tion, we might mention that cconomic power ¥ 't -
someiimes defined as “‘the power arising from “: l
) eater

ownership of economie wealth,” by persons who®

"?.'l nes w

not ‘nvestigate the subjeet very thoroughl

theory is a fallacy. Ownership is merely 3 g e

ized elaim, and the only power connected with ¥ sl

the politieal power that sustains it. It is troe ) ) shif

the ownership of eeonomie wealth, the rights & i ™

property, give the owners, or capitalists an &® il
e This

omie advantage over those who do not owe
workers, ‘just so long as the workers, the nm?
jority of the people, recognize and respect %,
claims and title deeds, or so long as the capitalss
hold the politieal power to sustain and legsie
their ownership, which amounts to the same thisg s
hecause if the majority of the workers did pot™ | rho;;
(‘o‘“'u and mp'(’t those claims and rights of P |
perty, the empitalists would not hold the po i pz'mv
power very long. In this connection. we would han o
if there is any real power in ownership. why vt g
it, that the Czar, the landowners, and the caph | ‘

. A . s Lo oo elps |
ists, did not use it to maintain their position® The

orth |
1894
A ms
s wife
n co

rulers of Russia? They owned everything ¥ c(.l!' lity
while the working ¢'ass owned nothing _‘".h'"'; e
stances might be cited, but this iy enough o f the
present. " lips

Now we realize that this article is what 11*P0 ather
implies, and that the last word has no g 1l 0mmg
on the subject by any means, there 18 uwm.*ll p ato |
to make a good general discussion. or i olst perty
cussions, in any economic class. We¢ “‘”flld.l fers epres
like to have the opinion of other **Clarion ¥ ,;g ame
on the subject. In the meantime, we »r¢ “““M tary

Waiting for someone to show that «conom ’“' _ nstit,
er and action, is anything other tha labor-P* Iy w
applied to the natural resources, for ¢ purp® olery

producing wealth. | pove erity

Waiting for someone to show that po! . lru her
and action is anything other than th¢ ?,'g s The he
in all its various forms and nmni!'r'""""i~;..~.o. ut o
power used by a class of parasites (0 ol a ol -
slaves, of the fruits of their toil. 4mi

(Continued on page 8




