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until all danger of coitMerrevuIutio 
until all the means of wealth

» 1* !’*>! u
production B,_7

property of the capitalist class, have ^ % 
formed into the common property of W..H ^ 
operated in the interest of the "hole ,,2^: 
it must lie remembered, that the capture If Jr 
ical power hv the workers, no nutter whethJ? 
majority, or a minority, does imply 7^* 
stautaueoiis abolition of rlaswcs. Not hv * 
We may make it compulsory for all 
share of the work, hut we must U- in 
see that they continue to do it. 
psychology, and the desire to become 
more, will persist for a long time in 
the conquered parasites.

• an) mm 
to ijo frj

a I "i. tira ti 
Por the ^ 

toasters 0^ 
the micj, ^

Economic cl
only lie eliminated by a gradual procès* 0f ^ 
atior and education. This may take * 
or two, and can only be accomplished under 
letarian dictatorship.

Direct Action—If this term

Ih-wit*
*pn

mean* anything at 41
it means efficient action. The easiest, qmeknt.fr I 
most efficient, or the only way to accompli » I 
purpose, no matter what that purpose may t* Ti»| 
applies to both political and economic action IVI 
most efficient, or the only possible, eeonoait *. I 
tion. is direct action, even though indirect cretkaèl 
must be used. Likewise, the most efficient, tr fr 1 
only |Hxedble, political action, is also direct yt* I 
even though indirect methods must l»e used Wta 
this is understood, the term direct act,on. uk»tif 
itself, has little or no meaning, it is superfine» 1 
rob fusing and unnecessary term The kind o', a
tion very often advocated by the ex|*>nent* of &■ I 
rect action, when it is action at all. 1» 
idiotic action, not direct action, ami equally rdw- 
lmi> is the fiositton of those law-abiding freak» fh 
declare themselves op|o»sed to dir.et action a» de 
fined atiove. for such a declaration is equal 1»* 
daring themselves opposed to all action

While we are on the question of poa-r and * | 
tion. we might mention that economic wiser. 1

sometimes defined as “the power arising frwt * j 
ownership of economic wealth.*’ by person» iha h j 
not nvestigate the subject very thoroughly. !» j 
theory is a fallacy. Ownership is merely a :,ei 
i;e,| claim, and the only |»owcr connected with 8* 
the political power that sustains it. It t< ini' 
the ownership of economic wealth, the ngkti * 
property, give the owners, or capitalist*, an c* 
omie advantage over those who do not t>WB-

. the vast »►workers,‘just so long as the wti 
jority of the people, recognize 
claims and title deeds, or so long a* the capita** 
hold the political power to sustain and irpha 
their ownership, which amounts to the »aror !“i* 
because if the majority of the workers did not * 
cognize and respect those claims and right* 0: P*

hold the polt**» 
would ai

res peel !#*• j

perty, the eapitalixta would not 
(M»wer very long. In this eonnectioii. we 
if there ia any real power in ownership. *h-T ** 
it, that the t’zar the landowners, and the r*Pr 
ista, did not us# it to maintain their portion #* 
niler* of Russia T They ownctl everything i* s 
while the working e'ass owned nothing, 
stances might be cited, but this i»

Other '>
enough far *

present.
Now we realize that this article i* "hat 

implies, and that the last word has not l*rn , 
on the subject by any means, there is enouf ^ 
to make a good general discussion, or s,'v^ ^ 
eussions, in any economic class. w^u 
like to have the opinion of other “< larion " 
on the subject. In the meantime, "<* '-rv f.

Waiting for someone to show that ^
er and action, is anything other that 11,1 
applied to the natural resources, for the l">rl 
producing wealth. , ^er

Waiting for someone to show that P° ;1" f s,jfk" 
and action is anything other than the 1 .v ^ 
in all its various forms and manife-1-11 
power used by a class of parasites to rob a 
slaves, of the fruits of their toil.

(Continued on page 8)
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Editor's Note.—In a letter accompanying the following consider that not one of those wind-jammers has 
article under the above title, Comrade McNcy, who is well ever 8ven givt, a logical definition of the terms
known to our readers, expresses himself (in part) thus: fh „or have matle any attempt to classify

“About a year and a half ago, at the time when the * ..“Clarion’1 was under the ban, 1 wrote a short article of ,h<* subject discussed, it is all more or lew» confit*
about six hundred words, that contained part of what is in ingf. 1 onscqueiitlv wo have decided to of < r a If" 
the present article .only much milder in tone, and sent it to definitions for what they are worth, and judging 
“The World,” Oakland, Calif, (a near-Socialist paper, at foy (he general intelligence displayed by most of the 
that time controlled by a group who afterwards became part 
of the Communist Labor Party), with the request that it be 
published and that some comment .be made on it or dis­
cussion asked for. There was no response ; the article was 
not published. Evidently my literary style was at fault; or 
it was thought better not to have any discussion on such a 
subject- I then wrote out another copy and sent it to “The 
Proletarian,’ ’ Detroit, with the same request- but 1 left 
town soon after, and missed two or three copies so 1 do

disputants, we feel perfectly qualified to deal with 
the subject, there is always room for one more fool 
in any discussion, and one more fool should always 
be welcome in a fool’s paradise, this is our main
excuse for “horning in.”

We will commence with a few dictionary defin­
itions, and finish up with a few definitions of our
own.not know whether they published it or not.

“It is difficult to educate the workers to understand their Power—“Ability, capacity, strength, energy, fac- 
class position or anything else, so long as the country is full uRy or energy of mind, rule or authority ; capacity 
of radical papc^C, edited by fools freaks, humbugs and for atqj0n ”
hypocrites writing volumes and saving nothing.

“The enclosed article is something in the nature of a chal­
lenge to thosç freaks and humbugs to get down to bed rock,
and explain whit they mean, and the circulation and in flu- tivity. Force exerted by one body on another.” 
ence of the **Clarion ’ ’ is wide enough so that they cannot 
all very stéll ignore h- Most of them will, of course, but conditions and laws affecting the production 
there may be a few who, due to ignorance, or a sincere distrihuti<m aD(1 confUimption cf wealth, or the ma- 
desire lo get to the bottom ot the subject, may undertake to , .... , , . ,,
discuss it. Let us hope so. I am also aware that some of t<,r,el m«n* of «ttafy.ng human desires, 
the conclusions arrived at may not meet with the approval 
of some scientific Socialists. Very' good; they have as 
much right to their opinion as I have/’

Action—‘ The function or operation of that which 
acts ; the doing of something. State of motion, ac-

Economics—“The science that investigates the

Politics—‘‘The science and art of government. 
Government—“Act or pact of governing ; exer­

cise of authority in regulating the action of some- 
It will be noted that in the article itself Comrade McNey thing; control ; direction ; rule.” 

requests other “Clarion” writers to express themselves on Strike-This word, like many Other English 
his conclusions. We have no objection to that (provided 
they don't all do it at once). In our opinion definitions, as 
such, are the stated meanings of terms which stand to be 
accepted or refused. Acceptance means that thereupon the 
properties (so to speak) of the term commonly accepted as work by common agreement on the part of a body 
defined may come under discussion. Refusal means that 
these properties cannot be discussed until they are recogr 
nixed under a commonly accepted definition. We are more 
interested in the thing itself than in the definition of it At 
the same time it can do no harm to have the terms commonly ordinary dictionary are fairly correct. although we 
used defined and traced, for the purposes of common under- might elaborate on some of them a little from a 
standing. Comrade McNey’s classification of certain work­
ing class symptoms incidental to strike conditions as recrea­
tive and sportive are not quite in keeping with the otherwise 
seriously expressed context of his article- We publish this 
article in the hope that its various fundamental statements 
may be examined by our readers- 'to the end that the many 

elusive phrases commonly seen in Socialist and Labor papers istenee. In other word* lebor power.
relative to “action” of one sort and another may be dis- Economie action, » economic power applied to 
cussed and that thereupon political action mav be under- 4. 4 , .
Stood. Since wc are on definition, it will not be amiss to ,he natUral ^«ree* for the pttrpoae of pmducmg

wealth.

word*, has several meaning*, we are concerned here 
with only one.

“A strike, in the labor sense, is a stoppage of

of work-people for the purpose of obtaining or re­
sisting a change in the conditions of employment.’’ 

It will he granted that these definition* from an

Socialist point of view. Therefore, we shall pro- 
c-ed with our definition of term*.

Economic power, i* the power of man over nature
The power of man to forre from nature in ever- 
increasing quantity, all thing* necessary to his ex-

direct attention to the usefulness of any word or phrase 
in tracing its history or, more correctly, etymology, as for A strike is not an application of economic power, 
instance the word economics. A study of the roots and A strike is a refusal to act. Theoretically speak- 
origin of words lend, stimulus to the appreciation of their i|1(f whea a (rroup of workers are on strike, thrv 
present reference, and while we are not anxious that any 
discussion that may follow from this article should ex­
clusively follow that course, we would like to see avoidance 
of arbitrary standards- There is room for considerable dis- political power of the State drive* them back to 
cusstou here, and very likely, as it arises, we shall have a work. It is true, that in reality we do perform eer- 
word to say ourselves. tain acts when we are on strike, *uch as eating our

---------  meals when we have anything to eat, or throwing
OR some years past, it has been the privilege * brick at a scab occasionally, and other playful 
of the workers of the world, from time to little sets of similar nature, but such acts cannot 
time, to be invited to apply their economic properly be classified under the heading of either 

power, to use economic action, direct action, mass economic or political action, they ean more 
action, etc., in their efforts to emancipate them- rectly be classified under the heading of sport snd 
selves from wage slavery. We have also been recreation. And as such have very little to do with 
warned against having anything to do with polit- either economies or politics. And furthermore, 
ical action, parliamentary action, etc., and have been the fact that this refusal to act( this stoppage of 
advised to strike at the bal’ot box with an axe. the production of profits, temporarily), occasion- 
Those invitations have been issued by all manner ally brings results, in the shape of a few reforms, 
of persons calling themselves revolutionists, and is no excuse for calling it action, 
ranging all the way from stool pigeons up to univer­
sity professors. On the other hand, the 
servative and law-abiding radicals and labor lead- by * class of parasites, to force a class of slaves to 
ers, warn us to have nothing to do with direct ae- produce wealth, and yield it all up to their masters, 
tion, and advise us to be content with parliament- Power used for the purpose of robbery and exploit­
ary acton, and constitutional methods. Again, «tion. Consequently, the class that holds the po'- 
there are those who tell us that political and econ- itieal power, also controls all economic power ami 
omie action, used together at the 
only solution of the problem, these being the two 
wings of the same bird, and whereas if we use only

stand motionless with their arms folded, until their 
demands are granted, or until starvation and the

F
cor-

Political power is the power of man over man, 
the power of government, coercion. The power usedmore cen­

time, is the action.same
Political action, on the part of the capitalists, is 

any action they consider necessary to maintain 
one at a time we will wobble around in » circle their position as a ruling and exploiting class, 
and get nowhere, if we use both together we will Po’itical action, on the part of the Workers, is 
be able to fly along gracefully, and peacefully, to any action they may find necessary to overthrow 
the land of milk and honey. All of which advice the political power of the capitalist class. To es 
may be very good as far as it goes, but when we tablish a proletarian dictatorship, and maintain it.

*

Just a Few Definitions.
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