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conformation, with the result that, while we have
secured racing machines—horses with almost the
speed of express trains—we have an immense num-
ber of ragged roadsters, which, under a moyge
rational system of breeding, would have had
enough weight, conformation, action and wearing
qualities to add twenty-five or fifty dollars per

head to their value.
L 3 * *

Cattle? The Holstein breed has probably
been more modified in American hands than any
other, and, so far as big records are concerned,
we have beaten the Dutchmen with their own
breed. Feed and selection have done it—forcing and
high development. But are the generality of
American Holsteins to-day as good a breed with
which to work as the native race of Holland,
where good average production, without forcing,
is still the ideal ? Are the American herds as
healthy, as hardy, as likely progenitors of a
profitable race ? Perhaps another generation or
two will answer. The wisest breeders now favor
what they call the milk-and-beef type.

* * *

For the opposite extreme, take the Ayrshires,
and here it was the Scotchmen who exhibited the
greatest folly. For years the most
show herds of Scotland were owned by men who

fashionable

disregarded milk for type, fancy points, the par-
ticular set and curve of the horn, the tight milk
vessel, the short, corky teats. Sizable teats
and capacious udders were discounted, and many

of the heifers raised with as little regard for the
development of dairy quality as the hcifers in
some of our show herds of Shorthorns. The Ayr-
shire breeders chased fads to an outrageous ex-
but for the existence of a good many
commercial herds, where milk was preferred to
the faddists would probably have run their

treme, and,

stvle

hreed to the wall. At last, thanks in part to the
Canadian (oand, they saw the error of their
ways, and Avir<hires are now being bred for milk,

as they should 1. The only caution we would
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throw out is that they avoid swinging to the op-
posite extremity, sacrificing constitution, confor-
mation and substance in a blind craze for milk
records. We do not believe they will.

* * »

Take beef cattle. Some of the most ridiculous
fads of breeding have been followed by the Short-
horn men in their quest for pedigree, insisting on
‘“ pure Scotch ’’ breeding, simply because some
Scotchmen bred good cattle, and valuing a bull
or a cow largely according to the number of times
the names of certain fashionable Scotch strains
appeared in its extended pedigree. Individuality
has cut all too small a figure; inbreeding, or some-
thing very near it, has been condoned and en-
couraged at the expense of size, constitution,
stamina and procreative faculty. Last, and per-
haps most supreme folly of all, the milking func-
tion has been almost entirely lost sight of. A
change, however, is coming rapidly. Shorthorn
breeders are awakening to the signs of the times.

A record of dairy performance will soon be
adopted, and milk records kept. As the Hon.
John Dryden predicted a year ago, the breeder

who goes in for milk will be in the swim ten
years from now.
* * -*»

In swine, our American friends have gone to
extremes in breeding the lard hog, and have de-
veloped great compact masses of meat and fat—
principally fat—seriously lacking in fecundity. Al-
ready théy are after our Yorkshire and other
blood to cross on their puncheons of pork, in
order to secure satisfactory litters. In Canada,
we have done pretty well in evolving the bacon
type, though at first we made the mistake of
seeking excessive length and neglecting constitu-
tion and digestive capacity.

* * -»
So it goes in many classes and breeds. Per-
haps sheep furnish an exception. Poultrymen
have long sacrificed utility to fancy points. To

a certain extent this may have been justified, be-

cause, in the case of poultry, exterior markings

are relied on as the evidence of purity of breed-

ing. There was no excuse, though, for placing
upon fancy points so much stress as has been
done ; mneither is it wise to overlook type and

constitution in single-eyed concentration on trap-
nest records.

* - *

In all classes of stock it is high average pro-

duction by healthy, substantial, thrifty stock,
that counts best in the long run. Phenomena
seldom reproduce their kind, or, if they do, the

chances are that, along with the performing ca-
pacity will come weakness of constitution, lack
of substance, or defective generative faculties
which ultimately tend to mediocrity, barrenness
or disease.

The true breeder must be,
else, judicious.

above all things

EXPERIMENTAL WORK DONE WITH ALFALFA.

The editorial paragraph headed, ‘“ A Tip to the
Professors,”” in ‘‘ The Advocate "’ of
February 6th, has elicited remonstrance from the
Ontario Agricultural College. It is pointed out
that in 1900, an excellent bulletin on alfalfa was
issued, the author being Prof. R. Harcourt, of the
Department of Chemistry, who early became and
has steadfastly remained a staunch advogcate of
this crop. We are also reminded that a good
deal of investigation has been carried on of late
vears by the College Bacteriologist, experiment-
ing co-operatively with artificial inoculation of
this and other legumes, and that a comprehensive
bulletin has been in course of preparation,
bodying the results of these experiments,
informatign as to the and
cultivation of alfalfa. It is also added that ex-
alfalfa have been conducted on
the College plots for twenty years, and that many
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While none of these facts are new to ‘“ The
Farmer's Advocate,”” which has for years given
close attention and considerable publicity to the
work done with alafala at the O. A. C. it is
possible that, by omitting (in the interests of
brevity) to state them in the above-mentioned
article, we may have created an unfair impression
in the minds of casual readers, and for this rea-
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son we cheerfully avail ourselves of an oppor-
tunity to place the facts before the reading pub-
lic. While on the subject, we may as well antici-
pate possible protest from another quarter, by
explaining that, in 1904, a very good bulletin on
alfalfa, by Professors Grisdale, Shutt and
Fletcher, was ‘issued from the Central Experimen-
tal Farm, at Ottawa, and we would not for a
moment leave the impression that the authorities
at either Guelph or Ottawa were indifferent to
this crop.

But we have long been convinced that, in view
of the immense soil-improving virtue of alfalfa,
its peculiar adaptability for rolling land, its un-
rivalled merits as a soiling crop, and its unques-
tionable economy as a substitute for bran and
other expensive commercial concentrates, a great
deal more stress might properly be laid upon it
than has commonly been done by the agricultural
authorities at these institutions. The fact that
it is a legume and nitrogen-gatherer, and that its
fodder is exceedingly rich in the valuable Iﬂtﬂ‘,‘
compounds which make it specially valuable for
combination with the general run of farm rough-
age, needs to be emphasized strongly and re-
peatedly. There are immense possibilities in al-
falfa for Canadian agriculture, but there is also
much more for us to learn about the culture and
adaptability of the crop. There is need for
elaborate experimentation with it at all our Ca-

_nadian colleges and stations, as to soil, culture,
fertilization, and feeding. The call is for prac-
tical demonstration and experiment on a large

scale, and this without reflecting at all on the
good work already accomplished.

DR. SEATH DISCUSSES RURAL SCHOOL
MATTERS.

We were pleased to observe,
despatch, that Dr. John Seath, Superintendent of
Education for Ontario, had agreed with Oxford
County’s Rural School Trustees’ Association that
it would be well to have one of these associations
in each county in Ontario. The same despatch
represented him as saying that the Entrance Ex-
amination is largely to blame for the deteriora-
the rural schools. Apropos of this mat-

Seath has expressed himself to ‘‘ The
Advocate "’ adding that the
Minister of Education would, present
explain in detail what
intends to do :

‘“ The curriculum for rural schools is not bad,
but the trouble is that it.is not lived up to. This
is partly because the work has been conducted
with the object of getting many to pass the En-
trance KExamination, and partly because the
teachers have not been properly trained to teach
the course for rural schools. However, we are
going to provide the education such teachers will
need. School gardens will be established at each
of the Normal Schools, and the revised course
for the Normal Schools will have several other
important improvements. I believe that in a
couple of years the number of continuation and
fifth classes in rural schools will be trebled ; but
the urban schools, as well as the rural schools,
need improvement. At the University of To-
ronto, next summer, there will be a course in
personal and school hygiene. All the Normal-
school teachers who teach the subject will be re-
quired to attend the course, and many others who
can come will be welcomed.”’ '

While Dr. Seath does not expect that the kind
of medical inspection being introduced into To-

in a recent press

tion of
ter, Dr.
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ronto will be introduced into rural schools, he
expects that there will be inaugurated in the
latter schools, some system of testing the pupils

for physical defects.

Dr. Seath also draws attention to the amended
regulations of 1907, relating to elementary agri-

culture and horticulture, and

school gardens, in
village and rural schools :

“1. Any Rural-school Board, or any School
Board in a village, that provides and maintains a
School Garden, with the accommodations and
equipment described below, shall be entitled to
an initial grant not u\(u(lmz, one hundred dol-
lars, and a subsequent annual grant of twenty
dollars out of any grant made for Flementary
Agriculture and Horticulture by the Legislature,
to be expended in caring for such School Gardens
and for keeping the school-grounds in proper
condition

) (1) The area of
be sufficient for the
shall he at
tion to the

the School Garden shall
numhber of plots required, and

least one-quarter of an acre, in addi-

requirements as to area of the regular
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