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should not henceforth ljve unto themselves, but
unto Him which died for them and rose again.”
Now, there is never a Question day by day that
arises, but what brings out one of these two things,
that is, whether we are living to ourselves or to
* Him who died for us and rose again.” And have
I not to own the sad truth, how constantly we
have to rebuke our souls ? How often, not to say
in general, the first impulse of the heart is to take
that view of everything which would minister to
our pleasure, or gratification, or importance
What is this but living to ourselves? When any
question comes before us, when anything, eitherin
the way of an evil to be avoided, a loss to be
shunned, or something to be gained, some object
that comes before us, is it not our tendency to look
upon how it will bear upon us and to give it that
turn which will be for our profit or advantage in
some way or another? I do not say always per-
sonally : it may be for our family, for our children,
looking onward to the future or at the present.
Now, we are always wrong when we do it. God
would not have us to neglect the real good of those
dear to us and dependent on us; but the question
is, whether we trust ourselves or Christ. Are we
adequate judges of what is best for our children ?
Are we the least biased and the wisest to decide on
that which would be for, not the passii g profit, but
the good which endures for ever? It comesto a
very simple issue. We have two natures—one
which is always grasping for something that will




