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not, and that the grove has no value for us except
as wood to be burned. Then the world, which has
hitherto sustained us, will hate us, It was the
altar of testimony which drew upon Gideon the
animosity of all, Hated, but what did it matter,
for he received the name of Jerubbaal (let Baal |,
plead), and became in prese:ce of all, the personal

witness of the worthlessness of the things he had -

formerly worshipped.

The effect of Gideon's testimony was to con-
vince his father of the nothingness of Baal, The
- faith of the father was less than that of the son,
Gideon destroyed Baal because he knew God ;
Joash received God because he no longer ace
knowledged Baal. It was very little, but it was
something.,

Brethren, are we witnesses before the world of
the folly of all that it finds its interest in ? If we
have not maintained the altar of Baal, possibly we
have not destroyed ¢ the grove that is by it,”
Unqualified obedience to the word of God, is the
path of power. At certain periods of our lives
power has characterized our service, at others it
has been lacking. Let us then ask ourselves if
we have not rebuilt some idol that we had de-
stroyed. All public service for the Christian must
begin by faithfulness in the little circle in which
he is called to move, o

Gideon proved at first the hostility of those who
bore the name of people of God, a hostility which
Was restrained for the time by the sincerity of his




