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The Dominion Presbyterian RETROCESSION. virant. Why should we foster church pride 
any more than any other kind of pride ? It 
is equally heinous in the sight of God. We 
prate ot our desired for union in Christian 
work. Let us practice it a little.

® very Assembly agrees to some act that ii 
inexplicable to the general public. It may 

OTTAWA be that the public is not acquainted with the 
ficts that have been brought to the notice of 
the Assembly commissioners, and which led 
these commissioners to vote as they have 

... ii.no done. It has been said that the Halifax 
; i.oo Assembly, whose sessions have just closed, 

was one of the most business like Assemblies 
ever known. Even it has not escaped the

MnVtîîp old M wTîr ^ iH‘°wLidPer 1,1 lo “ cluu,v«l. I he Home Mission Committee, feeling
Sample copie» sent upon appiifation. the pressure of the western work, and feeling

keenly the practical refusal of the men whi
TKKIAN.

IN PVBL1HHICD AT

370 BANK STREET -

Montr.nl, Toronto and Winnipeg.

mrut ; One year iSO 
SI* months 

CLUBS ot Five, el same time

Issues 1 In advance OUR HURON MISSIONARIES.
After long *ind painful suspense, e cable- 

gram has initie reporting that all our mis- 
•ionaries ire safe. We can now await with 
patience letters giving details of experiences 
that may prove thrilling—almost tragic- if 
the press despatches were even only partially 
true. Flight in ar.y case is trying. What 
must it be in the hot season, through an ex
cited and hostile heathen community, when 
the refu tees are charged with the care of a 
number of helpless women and childrer ?

The consternation was not confined to the 
Presbyterian Church ; the whole Dominion 
was breathlessly waiting for, and almost ex
pecting, the w>»r>f. The th'night of a party 
of missionaries, numbering in all si souls, 
in imminent peril of their lives, in conditions 
associated in the public mind with the name» 
less atrocities of Tientsin and Pekin, was 
getting beyond endurance. All will now 
unite in thanking God for this deliverance- 
with the prayer that absence from their field 
of labor will be brief, and that, in the end, 
it may ap|>ear that all this agitation has been 
preparatory to lirger and more effective ser 
vice.

takv on label.

are graduating to go to the western fields, 
ach asked that the college term Le lengthened 10AnvKRTmiNo Hates. -16 rents jier agate lino ei 
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four years, and that one of these years shall 
he niven to pracliral work on ihe Home 
Mission field. The senate of Knox College 
had before the General Assembly a request 
that the college term be lengthened to one 

1hS« "f fot" years, nr th. t it be lengthened to three
> «* of seven mon hs each, instead of as

C. BLACKETT ROBINSON,
Manager am Editer.

at present. The Assembly, by a vo;e of fifty
Ottawa, Wednesday, ajth July, ,7ov. * eiliht fil,v f,,ur. a,lnP‘ed » reeon mendation
- ■ - ------------- -—w to reduce the college term V • ie of two

y ears, u r certain condition' This in theREMOVAL TO OTTAWA.
We take pleasure in announcing that The f,lce of request ol the coll* : senate, and

Dominion Presbyterian will hereafter fie ’1 ,h' ,ice of the sP‘r*1 °f the request of the 
published at Ottawa. It is fitting that a jour» ^
Dal aiming at a circulation “ from ocean to 
Ocean ” should find its home in the capital

Mission Committee !
what ground is this backward step 

? The Church does not know, and the
Church ha-, a right to know. Every yearof Canada. There is a fine field for work as 

well as for a large subscription list, within the makes il more necessary that the men who 
wide boundary of the synod ol Mont eal and ^ our Pu,P'ts *,L’ men of liberal culture 
Ottawa. In this field, as indeed all .,ver the Man>' of thc men W,U) are called into the 
country, a generous suppdrt has air ady been ministry are men from the humbler walks of 
accorded The Dominion Presrvi kri vn, for w*1°se has been necessarily circum- 
which we desire to express our very he rty scribed until they entered upon theological 
thanks ; and in days to come we shall sne *tudy The years spent in the college halls 
to make the paper more and m m worthy of a,e to° short now to fit men for their life 
the name it bears, devoting its columns 
ceasingly to the promotion of the highest *n cramming information that shall be useful 
interests of the family, church and country, 
not in one locality alone, but in all thc pro
vinces of the Dominion.

In thc interval, the Foreign Mission Com 
mitue has to decide what is to he done with 
|hc missionaries. It is to be hoped that work 
will not be *o entirely suspended as to neces
sitate the enforced idleness fr * a year of 
more of so many able men. Should that 
prove necessary, the Canadian churches will 
welcome tln-ir inissi maries home. If, how. 
ever, n open door can be found we believe 
that it would he in the interests of the work, 
as well as more to the liking of the mission, 
tries themselves, to strike in and do what 
ever their h inds find to do even if in asso
ciation for thc time being and under the 
direction of some other mission.

work. The time is so short that it is spent

in securing a diploma. There is no time 
lor the pursuit of knowledge ar.d true culture. 
M -n come out of college halls with wits 
sharp i ed to detect the thing that may serve 
their turn for the rnonu nt, but with no knowDuring the past week prayer has risen 

ceasingly on behalf of those whoee lives are 
in peril in China. The number of mission they have been endowed to the best ad van t- 
aries scattered through that darkened land 
will surprise many who have no- been keep
ing abreast of the work of the Christian 
Church in other lands. In the American

ledge of how to use the powers with which

I. it right that the one year in which A worthy correspondent, referring to the 
announcement of distribution of Assembly 
minutes “to every minister in charge,” 
writes : “ Why not a copy be sent also to 
every minister without charge whose name is 
on the list of presbytery? That such men 
are not, for the time being, in the active pas
torate is no reason why they should be cut 
off from the free inform ition the volume con
tains, and which would enable them to do 
more efficient service for the Church in the 
vacant congregations with which from time to 
time they may come into contact.” Our cor
respondent contends that such a course taxes 
those least able to pay for copies, involves 
business unwisdom, and savours too much of

age.
men do not need to cr.im, the one year in 
which they are not pursued day and night by 
the demon of the examination hal1, should be 
cut off, and untrained men, untrained in the 
best sense of the word trained, should he

Presbyterian Church alone there are upwards 
of threescore in the disturbed district alone! 
There are perhaps few communities where 
there are not anxious hearts because of loved thrust at once into the strenuous work of a

mission field in the west ? Hut would you 
allow the fields in the west to go unmanned,

ones who are exposed to the unreas »nmg 
anger of the rebel faction in China. While 
prayer rises unceasingly for those in peril, it or allow them to he manned by the men of
is well also to remember those whose days other denominations ! We certainly would,

rather than cripple for life the men whom 
God has chosen to do work for Him. Are

are passed in anxiety, who have no know
ledge of the real condition of the members 
of their family in the foreign field, and to 
whom every vague rumor of disaster is as a

there not men filling positions in the North
west where there ire already more than 
enough men of other denominations v ,rking ?

His Excellency Lord Minto has met with Why should there he three churches in a
a cordial welcome from the citizens of Winni. town where any one of the three could ac-
peg. He expects to visit Vancouver, Victoria commodate thc people of that town ? Close
and Dawson City before returning to the up some of these chuiches, and send the

men who man them to •’ fields that ar0

“ penny wise and pound-foolish ” methods 
for a church generally so well managed as

The method complained of has been 
in operation for several years, and we were 
not aware that it had caused dissatisfaction


