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TH K DOMINION PRESBYTERIAN 5
«y the overtasked, and one more dan
gerous there could hardly be We be- 
Have It la correct to eay that the 
gambling table» on th# Continent 
were cloned mainly because of the am
ount of suicide» that accompanied 
them. A gambler, to begin with. Is 
generally In an excited condition 
When he lose», he la driven Into n 
blind rage and fury against fate and 
circumstance. He then stakes his Iasi 
stake-his life—and his suicide Is sim
ply the culmination of his gambling.

Another Incentive to suicide Is to be 
found In the grent and growing pub
licity of modem time. We have turn
ed on the light with a vengeance and 
for the guilty the whole world glares 
with menace. Once It was possible to 
he put to shime and dishonor, to lose 
« baracter and reputation, and yet to 
start again and make a new life let
ter than the old. Now It la not pos
sible Ex-convicts will tell you that 
wherever they go they are met with 
the «tory of their transgressions and 

aliment There are. It la true, 
oua natures tha 

an apparently Invi 
ency. Hut there are many 
quivering and sensitive. Thel 
stares them In the face; all eye 
to accuse them. The beasts 
field are In league against them. Any- 

y say, for an escape. The 
i hold no terrors comparable 

to the terrors of the hour.
Another reason for the Inc 

suicide Is the weakening of 
sanctions. We cannot tell how far 
this goes. There was a time within 
the memory of middle-aged men when 
people, almost of a suddc 
believe that God was a 
and Indulgence—that there was noth
ing to fear from Him*—that those who 
took their lives found themselves im
mediately on the breast of His mer
cy. It was Impossible that such a 
creed could live In such a world as 
this Is Even among those who reject 
definite forms of religious belief, there 
Is a sense of the terrors of the uni
verse, of the something after 
of the Justice and the Mugnlth 
(lod. still, we believe that 
us positive faith Is weakened, to that 
extent one great deterrent from sui
cide Is weakened correspondingly.

We should lay greater stress on 
the development of the Imagina 
People live much more In the future 
than they did. If we are not mis
taken, It Is onJy a hundred 
since savings banks were 
Think of all the provision for the fu
ture which have 1>e**ii made since 
then. Think of the tremendous ur
gency with which all politicians, 
however reluctant, are cuinisdled to 
take measures against unemployment 
and the poverty of sickness nn<l old 
age. Men did seem to live once from 
band to mouth, taking no thought for 
the morrow In any sense at all, and 
getting through somehow. Now they 
are expert In forecasting. Now their 
imaginations «conjtsre up 
shapes of horror. All this, we believe. 
Is stimulated by the passion for Action 
which Is so largely gratified alike by 
young and old. It Is an 
respects. The imagination 
as often as any of our _ 
bust minds would spv 
meats that distract t 
the fact remains that they do distract 
and drive to madness. They refuse to 
be quelled -by reason, and the result 
Is In many cases sulc

good reasons for this, hut the real 
son lies deeper than all. Ilia know- 
ge Is earlier than his reasoning, 

and an Instinct not to lie over-ridden 
Is the source of his knowleilge 
If we were pressed. we should s ty 
life Is given to us as a trust, and as 
our greatest trust, and w» have to 
keep It end to use It, and to answer 
for It. Socrates gave his witness to 
the deep universal assurance. "The 
great Captain has set you In his ranks 
You may not break your rank on the 
strength of your own private notions 

Is an outrage on the common life 
In which your own Is liound up. We 
are here by the win of the 
Captain. He will not forget to call 
us when our time comes." Till we 
hear Him calling. we must abide 
lighting us best we may. When Hi

lls, It will lie the hour to say adstr 
and pile arms—not a moment sooner. 
“And Indeed I am not tired yet 

I have strength to wait what Is yet

What I know the hour* will not forget. 
The end of the watch that Is set for

eiss as the laxlest man on earth, it 
la our business to watch for the first 
danger signal and to accept advice. 
The sound mind In the sound body Is 
the ideal at which we ought to aim 
Everyone ha* to discover his 
Inst methods of pristectInn. and we 
doubt whether overwork 1* very often 
the cause of death. But the danger In
creases In these days of living in a 
manner and at a tune which Is 
atantly endangering the 
faculties of the mind 
the gravest reasons for resistance 

Hut In the end the 
Is for those who have 
love and trust of «bid That evidence 
to be sufficient, must he per pet ua ll> 
renewed by the «Xfierlence of « 
munlon. It Is In this that we shall 
find the relief which will enable us

led

Hut

controllh.r 
Anil there

It at securltxare
c vklenve of the

call
“The hitter poo!

Into n bright and hreesy lake.
The throbbing brow to <•01.1.

TUI left alone with Thee alone.
The wilful heart be fain to own 
That He. by Whom our bright hours

Our darkness best may rule."

Mu at carry through «11 
Incible eelf-complac- me."

Of the bitter cruelty of sulcldw, so far 
as survivors are concerned, and of 
many otherthlngs, we eay nothing.

III. THE K XW XRTII X LAKE*
I 1 thing, the 

future can
In the fare of what has hupj>en*d 

and what Is happening round 11*. we 
may well ask ourselves, humbly 
earnestly, how we may be saved 
the dreadful end of suicide. « 
vrvatlve Is ope 
these lines. Tl 
sure themselves agai 
safely than by resol 
secrets In their lives.

Whrn Samuel de «Miamplaln 
lending 
tlful Hi.
butternuts and other low trees were 
orchards set out b> th- hand of man. 
so picturesque ami charming were the 
shore-trees laced ami laden with run
ning grapevines. And to this 

the farmer has made his

the Humus through the henu- 
wartha Likes lie fancied th*

religious »nc pren- 
w III read 

g can hardly en
list suicide more

n to many who

•n, began to 
II geniality vlng to have no 

In Lockhart's 
Life of Scott there Is an excellent re
mark on Scott's Initial blunder In en
tering Into a secret partnership with 
Ballantyne. Lockhart says: "It Is un 
old saying that wbeiwrei there is .1 
secret there must be something wrong 
and dearly did he pay the penalty of 
the mystery In which he had chosen 
to Involve the transaction." Wher
ever there Is a secret there must bo 
something wrong. We do not, of 
course, mean by a secret affair a prl- 

- prix ate 
ha

1 hough
in the "Highlands" end the picture 
war canoe of the Indian Is 
these waters, the shad"
K a writ ha Lakes are stl 
lie hold.

shore* of
«■a ut If ill t*

.wi
ll b

Owing to tie l-lgh altitude of these 
nearly l.oon feeet «hove the sea 

ire. and laden with 
soothing balsamic 

pine and spruce-c1s«l 
physical

level, the air Is pi 
health-giving and

œnce of odi rs from the 
hills—It renews 
the nervous 
mental fn< 11I 
cf life.
fever, the Kawarlhn Lakes are a haven 
of heaven-given relief and aecurit 

sy of accès» tthree hours fron 
ronto by the Ora ml Trunk llnllwa 
1-rofure In It* gifts, and diverse In 
attractions, imving Its fashionable rj* 
sorts, and It* delightful facilities for 
1 1 • .1. u I It g II " Win nul throw hWOL 
ne*s to the «unitor f*>r a month. cast 
«■ate to the dogs* and when you re
turn from the "Bright Waters and 

r Lands" (the English rendering 
■ Indian word "Knv.attha"> von 

will lie a new creature, fortified for 
another year's trials

vigor, restore* 
m. Iv vigors to* the 

s. and give* a new lease 
Ti those who mi!for from hav

*>
t letvate affair. All of us ha 

affairs with which outsiders 
business.
ftrent. A secret I* something 
If It were told, would more or -I 
volve us In sh 
who from the Arst keep clear of sec
rets—those whom none cun threaten 
or blackmail, those w ho are not afraid 
at the end of any record that may leap 
to light. There are, It Is to la* feared, 
multitudes who live with the sword 
hanging over their heads, who hi« 
afraid to 
newspapers, 
possessed of 
never know a day's 
ftssment. It Is to

A secret Is something dlf- 
w hlch.

1 T.i.
ame. Blessed are they

Ru
> 1 
Itsyears ago 

Instituted

open their letters or tlnelr 
who are tortured by those 
the fatal knowledge, m ho 

from har-

J la
of

escape
this fear,

too well.founded, that many aul- 
are due. It Is by this fear that 

nerve by which we react to the 
Id and turn to full account our 

powers and use* Is oftentimes dcs-

Agaln. there Is a need of wisely us
ing and conserving life. We have not 
meant In what has been written to 

poor sake 
be made of 
away. Hut 

thing from 
ng away. The great men of 
orld are the men who. like Ht 

to be bound and to 
not their life dear 

vee. We all honor above

GREATER PRINCE 111"PERT.theif or them
Mall advices to the Traffic Depart

ment of the Grand Trunk Pacific this 
week, show that there Is great activ
ity, both In new building operations 
and In the advance In real estate In

evil In many

urn vain allure- 
he weak. Still.

facultl
over-value life for life’s 
The noblest use that ca 
life Is gloriously to give 
this Is r very different 
throwl 
the w 
Paul, 
die, w 
unto them 
other men the man who takes hla life 
In his hands with a grent duty be
fore him. because he knows that duty 
Is more sacred than life. The martyr 
who dies for hls faith, the soldier 
who risks hls life for hie country, the 
doctor who throws himself Into the 
combat with 
who realize t 
and make loyal venture 
the duty may t 
fully recognized, 
memhered that the care 
duty. We have no right so to over
work ourselves a* to endanger the 
balance of the mind. There are kinds 
of work Involving publicity and rve- 

tem.ptIn g

Prince Rupert, which In another two 
months will complete Its first year of 
existence. It Is nothing unusual fora 
million feet of lumber to be delivered 
at Prince Rupert In a single week and 
It melts away as fast as men and 
teams can handle It. A number of 
leaseholders arc starting to build 
wharves, and the new concrete wharf 
of the British Columbia government 
will also be under way 
Grand Trunk Pacific Is 
then large additions to Its 
extensive wharves. The British Col
umbia Legislature late In the session, 
which has Just closed, gave Prince 
Rupert a charter as a town, with 
special privileges and rights as to the 
control of municipal water and light
ing privileges not enjoyed by other 

ties In British Columbia. The pop
ulation of Prince Rupert believe that 
the Inauguration of their own munic
ipal government instead of being ad
ministered by commissioners, will 
mean a further stimulus to the already 
phenomenal. If not magical growth of 
the town.

lb-
are ready 
ho countII

•elWhy should Christians condemn sui
cide? We have heard men argue for 
Its lawfulness In certain circumstan
ces. and they plead that It Is nowhere 
explicitly forbidden In the Bible. But 
the Christian heart, and not the Chris
tian heart alone, 
protest against all 

We do not believe that 
to state fully the ar 
suicide, and for this rea 
man horror of suicide hai 
run too far Into the unconscious na- 

mplete expression, 
rationalism In all 

contempt of the deep- 
ngs and Instincts which In the 
the day decide all 

knows th

at once. The 
planning fur- 

a Ready
makes Its silencing 
such sophistry.

It Is possible 
t against

s reasons that

plague—these are 
hat life Is glx-en for duty.

hat
gument

Thl«
eof t

be done.
, It must still he re

nt life Is alure to admit of co 
The grent vice of 
Its forms Is Its

lams. A man
great prob

at he has no
right to take hie life In hls 
Alng It away. He can give a

and notognltlon, which are 
repugnant. A man m 
Indulgent In doing sue

hands and 
thousand


