
THE DOMINION PRESBYTERIAN 7
the hill difficulty.»

By Robert E. Hjwar.

A country without Hills In a very 
uninteresting country. It la the hills 
nhlch vary the landscape. Without 
them there would be no pleasant val
leys with running streams, no shadow 
from the heat of the sun. no lofty out
looks, no rest of nerve and brain such 
as comes from variety and change. To 
be sure, the hills present their prob
lems. They block travel and transpor
tation. But they hide our richest treas- •• 
urea. Our minerals are burled In the 
nllls, and our forests grow u|sm them.
And men are better men for having 
their problems to solve, their barriers 
to pierce and their secret treasurers to 
uncover.

Difficulties are to us In the moral 
life what hills are in nature. They are 
to be rejoiced In. This was the way 
Paul accepted his. He met outward 
difficulties and was exhilarated by 
them. “ I will tarry at Ephesus until 
Pentecost." he wrote, "for a great door 
and effectual Is opened unto me and 
there are many adversaries." 
adversaries did not affright him. Th 
made him eager to stay. He saw 
them only an opportunity, " a great 
door." Paul met Inward difficulties and 
rcund a consolation In them also, lie 
was humbled by a " thorn in the 
, sh. as he called It. He asked God 
to remove It. Ood said. " No." Paul 
was not cast down, lie gladly kept 
n s thorn and the spiritual grace which 
nis need revealed to him In Christ and 
brought to him In his own soul. Diffi
culties only give to us a yet larger 
claim upon Ood.

And our best work Is always done 
against difficulties. The greatest 
achievements of men have been their 
conquests of the mountains. The 
greater the task. the greater the 
triumph. And so In our heart strug- 

Th® man who has most to con
tend against achieves the rlcheqj vlc- 

ry. He who does something or makes 
•loinethlng on the level spaces against 
no difficulties, does what he does or 
works what he works. But he who 
makes something against odds, makes 
not only that thing but also more man- 
hood And the making of manhood Is 
the best of achievements.

Our difficulties hide our best treas- Tuint^ „

aja- «tjmsSî SS?" aïtï•ome steep ascent wondering what It il tharacter of th* Possessor.
means. When we reach the top we --------
understand. n was per aspera ad Unbelief sees every difficulty In the 
wsira, as the favorite old class motto |'alh' and •« so engrossed In the effort 
neciares, through roughness to the surmount them without getting 
a,ara- °n “’P of that steep, wearisome ,'url that It knows not what or where 
uscent we breathe the very heavens the end of the journey may be. Faith 
•,r mÎT* “fr°m p,sgah «"to the far-off l#uka to the goal and sees no obstacles, 
promised land, to which we ourselves _____

THE TWO VOICES.
It® *t""d at morn by the ocean's

The wild 
A voice came 

side,
A voice came from the

The first he knew—a gentle voice.
It stirred his youthful breast—

The voice that In his boyhoods da vs 
Had lulled him oft to rest.

THE LIVING SACRIFICE OF CHAR
ITY.

' 1 beseech you, therefore, brethren, 
by the mercies of Uod that ye present 
your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, ao 
Wptable unto Uod, which is your real 
unable service." Homans xii. 1.

none of hie Epistles ban the 
Apostle Paul connected the doctrinal 
and practical parts of religion mi close 
ly as bs does in this Epistle to the 
Church of Home. Nowhere in the New 
Te-rament are they so inseparably 
woven together ; for no writer in the 
ticriptures bas grasped w> profoundly 
tiic relation of right. thinking to right 
living. We all know that what

rkled free; 
rom the far hill-

waves spa 
down fr

lu

Lome back," It said, " my love, my 
Joy"—

In broken tones thro" tears—
" Be still my stay while thus I bow 

Beneath the burdening years."
is wrong

Alas! he heard, but heeded not. w,Bi llle living of today is the false
Ilia thoughts were on the sea. thinking that is beneath it. If we could

Tin* clouds that hid Its outward rim oul> 6®l people to think rightly of Uod 
Were deep with mystery. and immortality, life, and duty, the

, . 6rue<, luxurious, and vicious living
in fancy s ear a siren voice among us would soon disappear. No
He i TVlg fi®P*. *ured oni uue in his day understood this so well
AÏrnliï I!1® r e ng tear- »» the Apostle Paul. It was natural,

was gone. from bis view of things, that he should
begiu this letter with a diacussiou of the 
doctrines of Christianity, and end with 
their practical application. He marks 
the passage of ills thought and treat
ment from the one to the other for us 
lu his use of die word " therefore," 
which indicates that Christian believing 
has He realisation in Christian livin. 
Besides, the Apostle s method of wr
ing met and corrected two dangerous 
tendencies in the Church at Koine- 
there was the danger that the Jewish he 
1‘ever would overshadow Christianity 
with his ritualism, and that the Ueutile 
Christian would run the liberty of the 
Uospel into licence; now to keep the 
Jew>sh section of the Church right, 
Paul eûtes what the Uospel is in its 
doctrines, and specially for the benefit 
of the Ueutile section, what is their 
bearing upon character, and here " con 
duct becomes three fourths of life."

Be it observed that whether the A pus 
tie is dealing with the doctrinal or prac
tical part in hu Epistle, it is one and 
the same idea—that of sacrifice-that la 
everywhere present in it Sacrifice is 
the master word of the Bible, and be 
cause it is so, religion ie the same in 
its essence and character in .til dis
pensations. A distinguished sta'esmau 
has left it on record that all sensible 
people are of the same religion, but 
when lie was asked what that religion 
was, all he would say was, that wise 
men never tell. But the Bible tells us, 
and tells us that that religion is the re 
ligiou of sacrifice. Under all its forms 
and manifestations, and in all its nor
mal and abnormal development, the 

Life la moat worth living when It la <eni,iue religion is that of sacrifice. In 
lived for the moat worthy enda. The tb® apirituai worshipper of to day it is 
thought of heaven hereafter, and of difficult to recognise the lineal descend 
heavenlineaa now, has been the redemp- ant of the sincere animal worshippers 
■u nil'/ many a 8p,rlt fn,m misery and of tile days of Abraham, and yet, oe
m *rJ ’Ills senne, even earth cause at the heart of the worship of both
may bo blest by heaven’s beat. there is sacrifice in spirit and essence.

their religion is th* same. In all ages 
sacrifice is tile highest expression of 
worahi

tian dispensation from those of all other 
dispensations ; in them the sacrifices 
were dead, but now they are living; in 
them it was the bodies of animals that 
were presented, but now it must be our 

bodies that we offer; in them the

ey Thus 
In

friend^afd y°Ulh V 1,1 home nn.l 

And love of mother acorn.
«• hui»» upon a dream, 

That flits like clouds of morn.
J. <1. THOMSON.

PRAYER.
O Ood. to whom alone the hearts of 

men are open,
day, ami cleanse our spirits of all 
groaaneaa on this Thy Hahhalh day 
in all the ages has this sublime season 
of meditation been given to man for 
converse with Thee, and we now pray 
I hee to teach ua as Thou didst teach 
those of old to walk with Thee, and 
to taste of the sweets of close 
munion with Thee. Amen.

l«»ok into our hearts to-

Wln n Christ plucked away 
«f de tth, the earth went Int 
slons.

the stlmg
ul-

The l»ower of the grave was rolled 
when the angel rolled the stone

are bound.

SSSrS
'"**■ «"vying thorn who.» wa 
auroe. the plains and whom* tanka 
In the aun. But by and by. aa we dig 
on we oome to wealth, the wealth wo 
have dreamed of and longed for but 
never thought to And here.

tlmnk Ood for the hill cl,untry 
wnere we are appointed to live. Our 
Ond la a Ood of the hllla, and we need 
not fear them. He haa appointed them 
lo us as friends.

y is

Many of us are still buying and sell
ing in the house of Uod. We carry our 
merchandise with us. and while the 
T*™5®"i,a ln Progress we are mentally 
trafficking or balancing t looks or visit
ing patients. A vision of Christ with 

scourge of cords might cure our 
manners as well as our morals.

There Is on > day of rest, but there own 
are six of activity. God's world Is an sacrifices were ceremonial and outward, 
active world. There It a great work but now they are spiritual and inward:

k a i be wou*d teach his people and in the offerings of our sacrifices
limit nro.00";. vHe glvea the green l,iere is no longer need of a local na
waterl Tint h prov,dea *he «till tioual priesthood, for through Christ Je
of righteousness 8h°We U" the patha eu» the priesthood has become spiritual

'_____ and universal—the property of humanity
The Ood that answers bv fir* i. Tand wberever the heart is consecrated 

the God whom mankind will acknow- the,e !? *e of G?d- on, wh4dh we
ledge; and so long as the fruits of the can offer the sacrifice of praise to
Hplrlt continue to be visible In charity God «manually—that i*i the fruit of our

self-sacrifice, In those graces which lips *ivin* thanks to His name." The 
Ise human creatures above them- * «orifice of Christ was made on the 

aelvea, thoughtful persons will remain Cross, that " we also, as lively stones, 
convinced the* with them In some form *re built up a spiritual house, a holy 
«rother la tjie secret of truth.—Jamea priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices

but how different its matter 
rui and services are in the Uhris

uip,

Ills

tiresome work to me to
' tm aim "!”• "“Id <lrlmth John.

its dlfllrulty only Intenalhea my de- 
■Ire to grapple with It."

DAILY BIBLE READINGS.

Wed.—The ^dangers of slackness (Rev. 2:

®aLI to awake (Rom. IS: 11-14). 
Frt—Th^ Victor (I John 6: 1-6: Rev. S:

Bat.—Retracing our atepe (Num. 14: 36-16). In

ToplCl Sunday. June 20. 1609 
,x.£r . * Progress Series. VI. The Hit 
Difficulty. Com. 7: 14-16; S Cor. •: 1-
1«L


