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35ON THE STATE OF THE DENOMINATION.

ship There appears to be a spirit of hojiefulness amoi-g our 
which is also of good omen, as we believe it is not an indication 
that they have low ideals, but that they have the courage which 
comes from faith in God and in the power of His truth. The Home 
Mission work, as you have heard, is also full of encouragement. The 
aggressiveness of the Mission churches and pastors is both an object 
lesson as well as an inspiration to the larger churches to gird them­
selves for more earnest work.

While there are many churches which do not give largely, and 
perhaps there are none that have reached the standard demanded 
by the claims of Christ and of the perishing, the growth in benefi­
cence has been a very marked and hopful feature of our progress as 
a body. We hope the following statement may be interesting and 
instructive:—
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$350,754

We need to add to this say $10,000 from individual contributors for 
denominational objects.

From this statement it appears that the 36,911 members with 
which our churches began the year have given $360,750. Allow­
ing the contributions from adherents to offset the loss through non­
resident members, and we find that the giving for all purposes has 
been at the rate of $9.74 per member. While $360,750 is a large 
sum, and compares well with the contributions of Christian bodies
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