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Excavations made in a few ossuaries did not yield many relics, as in nearly every
case openings kad been made previously by the settlers, ¢ither out of mere « uriosity or for
the purpose of securing the copper or brass kettles that are so r‘rm‘nr'mJ.\ found in graves
of post French date

On the farm of Mr. Ed. Beeccroft, lot 19, concession & an ossuary was opened a
a number of years ago, in which it was estimated that not fewer than 1,000 Yodies had
been de posite d

From Mrs. Beeeroft we obtained an exceedingly pecaliar ohject formed of catlinite

(see fig. 27). The arrangement of the holes suggests its use as a pipe, but I am unable to
onvinee myself that this oddly formed piece of workmanship did not serve some other
purpose. It was taken from the ossuary already mentioned on the property about forty
vears, and had been in possession of My Beecroft the whole of that time Iron
tomahawks bearing the French stamp are plentiful in the town hip

From Mrs. Adam, of Creemore, and from Mr. Rt Lougheed, My, John Hannah and
Mr. Jas. Connor, of Glen Huron, we 1 ed a number of vood specimen Special
thanks are also due to Masters Herbert and Theophilus Connor, sons of the last-named
gentleman, for a donation of one stone pipe and thr clay ones, all bearing cood imita
tions of human faces,

The Institute was formerly indebt Mr. Lougheed for a great many relies that
had been collected by himself and sons on the farm for a number of vear

W, Smith, Esq., and Mrs. Smith, of eve particularly obliging to the

representatives of the lustitute, and did all to make our visit both pleasant
and profitable

In July I paid a brief

wra Reserve in the County of Brant

On application to Col. J. T. Gilkison, Indian 8 perintendent and Commissioner, that
gentleman kindly permn | Chief Smith (De kanen-ra-neh), his assistant, to a ompany
s to the reserve, and to act as i terpreter Mr. Thos. Whitehead, a public school
teacher from Shetli<ld, Enzland, formed one of our party

Having diiven to the farm of Chief Bucke (Ska wa-tih), about twelve miles south
west of the City of Brantford, the presence of the a it superintendent secured for u
a hearty welcome from the aged * Fire-Ke per” and two of his comy of whom
were pagans and members of the Mohawk triln

Ska-na-wa-tih, as * Fire-Keeper ” of the tribe, has entrusted to lis care the wimpum
belts which fell to the share of the Mohawks when they abandoned their ansient hunting
grounds in New York and separated from the other tribes that formed the remarkable con

racy 80 well known in the history of our conti t a I'h+ Six Nations,"” to settle o
the banks of the Grand River, under th protection of the old fla

On the announcement of our y Chier S 1, SK-na-wa-t n L
consented to display his archi wmd give us their explanation

Amid a clump of fruit-trees; not far from his log-house, the old chief having pread
a white sheet on the ground, we seated ourselves on the orass and list d eagerly to hi
ve ital, as interpreted by Mr. Smith, of the varions compac wind treativs formed een
diff -rent Indian tribes; and between Whites and Indians, as recorded by the arrangement
of the brads or wampum woven into belts

l'nHlnrlw ulars relating 1o these extremely interesting “ document mav be learned
by reference to Hale's * Ir W U018 Book of Rites where the rveader will gather much

more information than he could from the Indim

Nothing could exceed the courtesy of Chief Smith, who

exerted himself to the utmost to forward the aim
Early in October I examined what, from its surroundings and the regularity of its

form, was supposed by the prople in the neighborhood to be a mound, on a farm near the
village of Troy, in the township of Beverly

I'he first view of the situation was ¢ ouzh to throw extreme dubt upon the proha
hility of the earth-he p in question being o genuime “mound,” and closer examination

enabled me to conclude that not Archwslogy but Geology must answer the question
How came this elevation here




